
Early Years Education
Admissions Team

Children and Young People’s Services 
Shropshire County Council

Shirehall, Shrewsbury SY2 6ND

Telephone: 01743 254459

You should complete the form and return it to
your preferred school as soon as possible.

Places cannot be reserved for late applicants so
please try to return your completed application
form to your preferred school by:

16th January 2008
This should help us to avoid being unable to offer
your child a place at your preferred school, and
give you time to plan ahead and prepare.

Note: Even if your child attends a nursery
attached to the school, or you have already put
your child’s name down at a certain school or you
are the parent of an older child who already
attends the school, you still need to complete a
Shropshire County Council schools admission
application form.

Produced September 2007

Starting School is a big step forward for you
and your child. It’s an exciting time of change
for everyone in the family and we want to
help make that step as easy as possible.

If your child was born between 1st September
2003 and 31st August 2004 then they may
start school in Shropshire in the school year
which starts September 2008 and ends in
August 2009.

As a parent, you may express a preference for
the school which you would like your child to
attend. This tends to be the local or nearest
school to you.

Details of all the schools which are maintained
by Shropshire County Council are published in a
“Parents’ Guide to Education in Shropshire”.
Copies can be requested from the Children and
Young People’s Services Admissions Team.

Child’s Date of Birth           Date may start school

1st September 2003 - September 2008
31st December 2003

1st January 2004 - January 2009
31st August 2004

To apply for a school place for your child 
apply online at:
www.shropshire.gov.uk/schooladmission.nsf
or you will need to pick up a Shropshire County
Council schools admission application form.
These are available from all Shropshire
maintained primary schools or by contacting:

Important information for parents 
of all 2 - 4 year olds
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It is the first time that they will be expected
to develop their knowledge and skills through a
national framework known as the Early Years
Foundation Stage.

Three and four year olds are entitled to a free
part-time Nursery Education place of up to a
maximum of five 21/2 hour sessions per week
from the beginning of the term after their
third birthday. 

All children will receive a total of 6 terms of
free nursery education before they begin
school. These sessions may be delivered at a
nursery, pre-school or in reception class.

These early education sessions can be provided
by day nurseries, nursery classes attached to
local authority schools, pre-schools and
independent schools who are registered with
Shropshire County Council.

Places in nursery classes attached to local
authority schools are usually offered on the
basis that children will attend for five sessions
per week.

To apply, you will need to contact your
preferred setting and register your child for
receipt of a free Nursery Education place.

All settings have an admissions policy and
settling in arrangements. It’s important that
you feel confident in the setting you have
chosen so try and visit before you put your
child’s name down to attend. This will also give
you the chance to discuss arrangements for
new children.

Settings usually contact parents if they have a
place for your child in the term before the
child is due to start. 

If your child is already registered or attending
a nursery or pre-school registered with
Shropshire County Council, then you don’t need
to do anything. Check with your provider
whether or not they are registered to claim.

If they do not have a place you will need to
approach another Nursery Education Provider.

If you are moving into the area mid term you
can get further information on how to access a
free Nursery Education place by contacting
Shropshire Children’s Information Service.

It is important to note that even if you get a place for
your child at a nursery class attached to a primary school
or infant school, this does not automatically guarantee a
place for your child at that school, even if it is on the

same site. You will still need to apply separately for your
child to go to primary or infant school.

It is recommended that you register your child
for Nursery Education at your preferred
nursery or pre-school as soon as possible after
their second birthday. 

Starting Nursery Education is the first step
for your child on their journey into the formal
world of learning. 

Child born in
the month...

Number of
terms as a 3

year old

Number of
terms as a 4

year old

Number of
terms in
reception

September to
December 3 2 1

January to
March 3 2 1

April to
August 3 1 2

Stepping into Nursery Education

What is it?

Where?

When?

How?

What if...

For details of when your child will be eligible for
a free nursery place and a list of registered

providers in your area please contact:

Shropshire Children’s Information Service
Children and Young People’s Services, 
Shropshire County Council,Shirehall, 

Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury SY2 6ND

Tel: 01743 254400 Fax: 01743 254528
Mini-com: 01743 254357

Text CIS followed by a space and your 
message to 84010

Email: ShropshireCIS@shropshire-cc.gov.uk
website: www.shropshire.gov.uk/childcare.nsf


