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Who’s Who? 
My name is Grace Davies‐

Friend and I joined the SDCS in 

2018. I am currently 19 years 

old, and I was diagnosed with 

bilateral high frequency 

hearing loss at three a er two 

lots of high dose 

chemotherapy for 

Neuroblastoma from the age 

of nine months old. 

A er my first session as a peer mentor with a wonderful 

girl who also wears hearing aids, I knew that it was exactly 

what I wanted to do as a career, so Dawn invited me along 

to an SDCS mee ng. Seeing all the fantas c work they do, 

I knew it was just the start of being part of such a 

wonderful charity.  

I joined SDCS in April 2018 just before my final A‐level 

exams started. A er going through such a difficult me 

during my exams due to lack of knowledge and 

understanding from the college about deafness and 

hearing loss, it was the push I needed to start using my 

voice to help others and make sure this wasn’t something 

that happens to others.  

SDCS have supported me through this, and were more 

than happy to support me in raising awareness by sharing 

my story, along with all the other fantas c work and 

ac vi es they do. It’s amazing to see so many wonderful 

young people and their families coming together to be 

part of a wonderful community that this charity created. I 

cannot wait to con nue to be a part of SDCS and 

everything they do. 

Audiology update 
 

Hearing Aid Review appointments 

Where possible carers are sent a text message as a 

follow up to le ers confirming appointments. There 

con nues however to be a large number of `did not 

a end (DNA). This is a considerable cost to the 

health service and means that slots are lost. If 

families cannot a end it is important they contact 

the hospital to cancel so that other families can use 

the appointment mes. 

Earmould impressions  

If families have earmould impressions sent straight 

to home can they  please let the hospitals know they 

have arrived  so they can register for audi ng 

purposes.  

 

Service Review 

As you are all aware the final report from SEND4CHANGE 

has been delivered to the two Local Authori es. This is 

available through the 2 respec ve local offers.  

The two Local Authori es are working alongside SIS to 

develop an ac on plan in order to address the 

recommenda ons in the report and the priori es of the 

Local Authori es. Once this has been developed it will be 

shared with all stakeholders. Un l that point the service is 

con nuing on an `as is ` basis. 
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Deaf Awareness Week 

6th – 12th May is Na onal Deaf Awareness Week. Shropshire Deaf Children’s Society would like you to get 

involved to raise money for the charity. Perhaps a cake sale or a non‐uniform day? If you have any ideas, 

please contact Dawn Ball on 07794032904 

Wonderland  

SIS (HI) Family Group (pre-school hearing aid wearers and their 
families) met for their annual Christmas visit to Wonderland at Telford 
Town Park on 6th December 2018. The visit was kindly paid for by 
Shropshire Deaf Children’s Society. Many families enjoyed the visit to 
see Father Christmas in his Grotto. Visits to the themed fairy tale 
houses also took place. Some children enjoyed the small fairground 
rides. It was a fabulous day which was enjoyed by all!   

Pantomime  
Once again SIS and 

SDCS joined together 

at the pantomime in 

Oakengates. This 

year’s performance was Cinderella, and was a great 

success. Families were invited to meet the cast 

before the show, giving them the opportunity to see 

the stage/props up close and have their photograph 

taken with the stars. Two of the SIS group, Ollie and 

Eric were invited to go on stage with Bu ons and 

performed The Hokey Cokey. Well done both for 

being so brave! 

Cinema Exhibitor’s Association card 
You can apply for a Cinema Exhibitor’s Associa on 
(CEA) card which en tles you to ‘two for the price of 
one’ ckets in all par cipa ng cinemas if you claim 
Disability Living Allowance (DLA). 
The card costs £6 (processing fee) and is valid for 

one year. For more informa on and terms and 

condi ons please visit the CEA website at 

www.ceacard.co.uk   

Telephone: 01244 526 016 

Textphone: 18001 01244 526 016 

Email: info@ceacard.co.uk 

What is the Local Offer?  
 
The Local Offer gives children and young people with special educational needs or disabilities and 
their families information about what support services the local authority think will be available in 
their local area. Every local authority is responsible for writing a Local Offer and making sure it is 
available for everyone to see. 

The Telford local offer can be found at www.telfordsend.org.uk 

The Shropshire local offer can be found at http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/local-offer/   
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Achievements 
Ollie Hulland  
Ollie has had an exci ng year: He 

passed his driving test in the 

summer of 2018 and achieved an 

A grade in his Maths AS. Ollie is 

studying Computer Science, Physics and Geology A 

Levels and comple ng an Extended Project 

Qualifica on. Ollie has accepted an uncondi onal offer 

for the MSCI Computer Science Course (4 year course 

with Industrial Placement) at Lancaster University. 

He is ac vely involved in CCF and is the Senior Cadet in 

Adams' RAF sec on (Cadet Warrant Officer). They 

recently won the Regional Air Squadron Trophy 

Compe on and competed in the Na onal Finals in 

March, coming 4th out of 220 teams! 

Ollie is due to go on a 4 day trip to Iceland with Adams 

at the end of March, where they will be visi ng various 

geothermal sites, ge ng the opportunity to swim in 

the Secret Lagoon, visi ng the interac ve Lava Centre 

Exhibi on, hopefully see the Northern Lights as well as 

comple ng a Glacier Walk. Ollie has been nominated 

for the Sir John Thompson Award, which is presented 

to the top RAF cadet in the UK. He has an interview 

before Easter and then if successful goes off for a 

panel assessment at RAF Cranwell in May, so watch 

this space! 

Effie Bingham  

Effie has received the Head 

Teacher's Award for excellent 

mul plica on in maths. This 

highlights a wider improvement 

in a subject that she ini ally 

struggled with at school. 

Through a combina on of extra 

homework and the dedica on of her Teachers of 

the Deaf, she is now excelling in and enjoying a 

subject that she once found quite daun ng. 

Maths is now one of her favourite subjects and 

she is especially good at loca ng pounds rather 

than pennies from her dad’s wallet! 

 

William Evans  

William appeared in our 

Winter newsle er for his 

achievements in volleyball 

and has since been selected 

to represent England at the 

under 19’s World Cup in Italy 

this Easter. This is a massive 

achievement as William 

doesn't turn 17 un l the day a er the 

tournament. We wish him good luck and look 

forward to hearing how he gets on. 

Seth Birtwhistle  

Seth prepared a PowerPoint presenta on about 

cochlear implants, and presented it to his Y6 class: 

During my sessions with my Teacher of the Deaf in 

February, I worked on a PowerPoint presenta on 

all about Cochlear Implants.  It was about who 

developed cochlear implants, and how many 

people use them in the UK.  Then I went on to talk 

about my opera on and what it is like listening 

with cochlear implants.  I also included a video 

which shows how cochlear implants help deaf 

people to hear. 

On Tuesday 12th March I showed the presenta on 

to my class.  I made them a quiz with ques ons 

about the informa on in the presenta on.  My 

class and my teacher found the presenta on very 

interes ng. 

Well done Seth! 
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. 

Emily Hulland and Elena McBride  

Emily and Elena recently represented Haberdashers’ 

Adams Grammar School and won the Regional State 

Boarding Netball Tournament. The girls then went on 

to be placed 4th in the Na onal State Boarding Netball 

Tournament, hosted by Gordon’s School in Woking. 

The matches were close ‐ only losing their final match 

to decide 3rd and 4th place by 1 goal. Elena played 

goal defence, with Emily in goal a ack. 

The girls are loving playing with the Yr 13s and Emily 

has put her name forward for sport’s Captain for her 

House. 

Both Emily and Elena regularly represent the school in 

the 1st team, playing in the Lilleshall League on a 

Thursday and in inter‐school compe ons on a 

Wednesday. 

Outstanding achievements girls! 


