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Foreword 

Much Wenlock is a town with a strong sense of identity, history and purpose, and it has embraced 

the opportunity to update its existing Neighbourhood Plan. Back in 2013, Much Wenlock created the 

first Neighbourhood Plan in Shropshire, leading the way for communities to shape development in 

their parishes.  

The adopted plan runs until 2026, so it is appropriate to have an interim review. As in 2013, the level 

of engagement by residents has been remarkable, providing the steering group with a wealth of 

perspectives that has shaped every aspect of this plan. 

At the heart of our approach has been the delicate balance between preserving Much Wenlock's 

unique character and heritage whilst ensuring our town remains vibrant and fit for purpose in the 

21st century. Our steering group, comprising both members of the public and Town Councillors, has 

worked tirelessly to craft policies that reflect the aspirations and concerns of our community. Those 

whose families have been here for generations and those who have moved to our town and villages 

more recently.  

Throughout our consultations, we have consistently heard about the importance of sympathetic 

development that respects our distinctive architectural legacy and rural setting, protecting those 

qualities that make Much Wenlock special. This document represents the culmination of listening 

carefully to residents, landowners, community groups and a range of local organisations. We have 

aimed to reach balanced, practical compromises that are both viable and achievable within the 

planning framework. 

When adopted, this Neighbourhood Plan will provide Much Wenlock, through its Town Council, with 

greater significant influence over proposed developments. This means we can better ensure that 

future growth aligns with our community's vision and meets its genuine needs. It will also secure 

more substantial contributions from developers towards the infrastructure required to support new 

development. While the powers granted through a Neighbourhood Plan are not unlimited, they do 

provide our community with a stronger voice in shaping our future. 

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to everyone who has contributed to this process. Your 

passion for Much Wenlock and commitment to its future have made this plan possible. 

Cllr Dan Thomas 

Chairman, Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  
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1. INTRODUCTION  

1.1 This document is the Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan (MWNP). It replaces the 2013-20236 

Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan. 

1.2 It sets out planning and land-use policy for the town and wider parish, over the period 2024 to 

2038, forming part of the development plan for Shropshire Council (SC). SC designated the 

Much Wenlock neighbourhood area on 12 September 2012. The neighbourhood area shares 

its boundary with that of the Parish (Figure 1). 

1.3 The Plan has been prepared in accordance with the Town & Country Planning Act 1990, the 

Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, the Localism Act 2011 and the Neighbourhood 

Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended). The Town Council, as the Qualifying Body, 

set up a Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group comprising local councillors and community 

volunteers to lead on the preparation of the Plan. In consultation with the community, local 

businesses and others, the Steering Group has reviewed the vision and objectives for the 

future of the designated area and set out how that vision will be realised through planning 

land use and development change over the period to 2038. 

1.4 The MWNP policies form part of the development plan for Shropshire Council and must be 

considered by any interested parties wishing to submit planning applications for development 

within Much Wenlock parish. The policies also set out how land should be considered, in 

planning terms, locally, and alongside the policies of the local development plan, is a material 

planning consideration in the determination of applications. 

1.5 The process of reviewing the MWNP has sought to reflect matters that are of considerable 

importance to the local community. Within each section there is a summary of what the policy 

seeks to achieve and a justification, providing the necessary understanding of why the policy is 

needed and how it should be applied. The policies themselves are presented in the green 

boxes and these will be used to determine planning applications. To understand the full 

context for any individual policy, it should be read alongside the supporting text and evidence 

documents that have been compiled to underpin the MWNP.  

1.6 Beneath each policy is a conformity reference. These list the relevant strategic policies in the 

adopted and emerging Shropshire Local Plan documents and the paragraphs of the National 

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (most recently updated in December 2024) to which the 

policy conforms to. Alongside some policies are Community Actions. 

1.7 The MWNP also identifies local community projects that are not met through planning policy 

but which are important to the well-being of the community. Finally, the Plan sets out the 

Community Infrastructure Priorities and a framework for monitoring and implementation. 

1.8 Note that the Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Area Design Guidelines (Appendix C) form part 

of formal policy for the MWNP.  
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Figure 1: Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan designated area 
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The Planning Policy Context 

National Planning Policy 

1.9 The MWNP has been prepared in accordance with the NPPF (most recently revised in December 

2024). It states: 

άNeighbourhood planning gives communities the power to develop a 

shared vision for their area. Neighbourhood plans can shape, direct and 

help to deliver sustainable development, by influencing local planning 

decisions as part of the statutory development plan. Neighbourhood plans 

should not promote less development than set out in the strategic policies 

for the area, or undermine those strategic policies (Neighbourhood plans 

must be in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in any 

development plan that covers their area).έ   

άOnce a neighbourhood plan has been brought into force, the policies it 

contains take precedence over existing non-strategic policies in a local 

plan covering the neighbourhood area, where they are in conflict; unless 

they are superseded by strategic or non-strategic policies that are adopted 

subsequently.έ  

Local Planning Policy 

1.10 The policies of the MWNP must be in general conformity with the adopted strategic policies of 

the Shropshire Core Strategy (adopted 2011) and the Site Allocations and Management of 

Development (SAMDev) Plan (adopted 2015). 

1.11 ¢ƘŜ {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜǎ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ΨƳŀŘŜΩ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ 

other supplementary planning guidance.   

1.111.12 SC had been working on a review of their Local Plan, which had reached Examination 

stage. The Inspector wrote to SC on 17 February 2025 to set out concerns about the soundness 

of the plan. SC issued a letter on 13 March 2025, setting out their intention to withdraw the 

tƭŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ hƴ мт Wǳƭȅ нлнр {/Ωǎ Cǳƭƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿ ǘƘŜ 

Plan and it was formally withdrawn from examination on 25 July 2025. On 12 February 2025 

{/Ωǎ ŎŀōƛƴŜǘ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ōŀǎŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǿ withdrawn emerging Plan 

forms a material consideration in decision making on relevant planning applications, to 

support the implementation of the presumption in favour of sustainable development. This 

includes planning applications for new development on sites proposed to be allocated in the 

now withdrawn Plan. 

1.12 SC has been working on a review of their Local Plan, which had reached Examination stage.  

The Inspector wrote to SC on 17 February 2025 to set out concerns about the soundness of the 

plan. SC issued a letter on 13 March 2025, setting out their intention to withdraw the Plan 

from Examination, a decision which will need to be approved at Full Cabinet, likely July 2025. 

1.13 The SC Cabinetommittee Meeting held on 12 February 2025 ƴƻǘŜǎ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ 

evidence base supporting the draft Local Plan (2016-2038) is a material consideration in 

decision making on relevant planning applications, to support the implementation of the 

https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/planning-policy/local-planning/core-strategy-2006-2026/#:~:text=We%20formally%20adopted%20the%20Core,%27spatial%27%20vision%20and%20objectives.
https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/planning-policy/local-planning/samdev-plan-2006-2026/
https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/planning-policy/local-planning/samdev-plan-2006-2026/
https://shropshire.gov.uk/committee-services/documents/s39796/Cabinet%2012%20Feb%20-%20Local%20Plan%20and%20NPPF%20Update%20-21012025%201019-104397L22.pdf
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presumption in favour of sustainable development. This will include planning applications for 

new development on sites proposed to be allocated in the submitted version of the Local Plan 

(2016-2038). This evidence base has been drawn on to inform policies of the MWNP.  

The Shropshire Hills National Landscape Management Plan  

1.14 Part of the Shropshire Hills National Landscape (SHNL) falls within the parish, to the west and 

north. The remainder of the parish contributes to the setting of the SHNL. Local authorities 

with land in a national landscape are legally obliged under the Countryside and Rights of Way 

Act 2000 to produce a Management Plan. The Shropshire Hills Management Plan 2019-2024 is 

used to guide environmental land management and assess the impact of development or 

other changes on the national landscape.  

1.15 The objectives of the Management Plan have been considered in the development of this 

Neighbourhood Plan, as has the advice contained in the suite of documents, such as the 

Agricultural Building Design Guide. 

1.16 It is noted that work on a Management Plan 2025-30 is underway.  

 

Community engagement 

1.17 Work on the MWNP Review (Table 1) has been guided by the need to engage with the local 

community.  Apart from the statutory requirements for public consultation at various stages, 

measures to draw in a wider range of contributions included regular newsletter articles, a 

parish-wide survey, Plan Review exhibitions and discussions with groups and individuals in the 

parish. These will werebe set out fully in the Consultation Statement, which accompanied the. 

submitted alongside this  Submission Version Plan. 

1.18 Table 1: Summary timeline of activity 

Date Milestone Key activities 

2023 Much Wenlock Town 
Council decides to 
review the MWNP 

¶ Funding sought and consultancy support engaged 

¶ High level review of existing Plan undertaken to identify 
potential amendments and gaps 
 

2024 Evidence and 
engagement 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pre-Submission 
Version (Regulation 
14) Plan published 
 

¶ Dedicated webpage established 

¶ Steering Group established 

¶ Working groups established 

¶ Community Survey launched  

¶ Community exhibition on review of objectives 

¶ Housing Needs Assessment prepared 

¶ Design Guidance and Codes prepared 

¶ Initial draft plan prepared for Strategic Environmental 
Assessment / Habitats Regulations Assessment screenings  

¶ Regulation 14 consultation carried out 
 

https://www.shropshirehills-nl.org.uk/a-special-place/management-plan
https://www.shropshirehills-nl.org.uk/Documents/SHAONB%20Agricultural%20Buildings%20Design%20Guide.pdf
https://www.shropshirehills-nl.org.uk/a-special-place/management-plan/2025-30-management-plan
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2025-
2026 

Regulation 16 Plan 
published 
 
Examination  
 
Referendum 

¶ Submission Version Plan submitted to SC for second round of 
formal consultation  
 

¶ Plan independently examined 
 

¶ Plan finalised for Referendum  

¶ tƭŀƴ ΨƳŀŘŜΩ  

       

Sustainability of the Neighbourhood Plan  

1.19 The MWNP has been screened by SC to ascertain whether a Strategic Environmental 

Assessment (SEA) is required. The screening document was subject to consultation with 

Historic England, Natural England and the Environment Agency for five weeks from 18 

September 2024 to 24 October 2024. The Screening Determination Statement has concluded 

that the MWNP is unlikely to result in significant environmental effects and therefore does not 

require a Strategic Environmental Assessment.  

1.20 In addition, ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΩ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iw! 

process, that ascertains the effect on integrity of any European Sites, does not need to be 

undertaken. This conclusion was sent to Natural England for consideration and their response 

is in agreement. A copy of the Screening Determination statements is available on the Town 

Council website. 

  

https://muchwenlock-tc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan-2/
https://muchwenlock-tc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan-2/
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2. ABOUT MUCH WENLOCK PARISH 

 

2.1. Much Wenlock is a small historic Shropshire market town with a wider rural parish area which 

runs from the lip of the Severn Gorge down to the south west along Wenlock Edge. Part of the 

western and northern areas are situated within the Shropshire Hills National Landscape, with 

the remainder forming part of its setting. Some areas of the parish are nationally geologically 

important with a high number of Sites of Special Scientific Interest.  

2.2. There are 2,907 residents in the parish living in 1,345 homes (2021 census, see also Figure 2). 

The main settlement is Much Wenlock itself, recognised as being associated with the origins of 

the Modern Olympic Games due to the meetings and correspondence between William Penny 

Brookes and Baron de Coubertin.  

2.3. Smaller villages and hamlets include Bourton, Homer and Wigwig. 

2.4. The market town has at its heart, the medieval Wenlock Priory (a Scheduled Monument) and 

Guildhall with several further medieval buildings in the High St.  There are also numerous 

listed buildings including within the Conservation Areas of Much Wenlock and Bourton. 

2.5. There is a healthy High Street, and a range of facilities including a health centre and two 

schools, alongside many community groups covering a wide range of interests.  

2.6. Much Wenlock is also one of the most desirable places to live in Shropshire because of the 

ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛǘǎ attractive rural location. It is convenient for the growth 

points of Telford and Shrewsbury and being within easy commuting distance of the West 

Midlands conurbation. It is split by the busy A458 and A4169 carrying rising numbers of 

commercial and heavy goods vehicle traffic.  

2.7. The resulting development pressures and high house prices set a challenge to provide 

housing, supported by the necessary infrastructure, to meet local needs in a way that respects 

the quality of the town and its rural setting.   
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Issues and opportunities for Much Wenlock  

2.8. In consultation with the community, including the town surveys and visioning and objectives 

workshop, the following issues and opportunities have been identified: 

¶ There are approximately 2,900 people living in the parish. In terms of age profile, there is a 

higher percentage of those aged 65 years and over when compared to Shropshire as a 

whole. It will be important that the specific needs of older residents are considered in terms 

of housing provision and accessibility, access to services and local transport. 

¶ The parish is attractive to families and there is also a high number of children aged between 

5 and 18 years living locally. It will be important to ensure that there are adequate and 

affordable homes suited to the needs of young and growing families, and the provision of 

amenities required by this demographic. 

¶ The parish suffers from significant flooding, from a range of sources, ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

daily lives when it occurs. This is becoming an increasingly frequent event. 

¶ House prices in the parish are high when compared to local incomes. 

¶ The A458 cuts through the town, linking Shrewsbury to Bridgnorth. It meets the A1469 and  

B4378 at the Gaskell Arms junction, which is problematic in traffic terms. This pinchpoint 

junction experiences heavy traffic at peaks times, including HGVs. Whilst the MWNP has 

limited influence over such strategic transport matters, it is something that needs to be 

considered carefully as the town grows. 

¶ The parish is rurally located and there is no railway station in the parish, the nearest ones 

being at Shrewsbury and Telford. Bus transport is fairly good although concerns have been 

raised about frequency and reliability of services. This means that most residents are 

inevitably reliant on their car to get around and to access services and employment 

Inevitably this has led to a high car dependency, with 88% of residents owning at least one 

vehicle. Nevertheless, that leaves 12% of residents without a private car and therefore it will 

vital that they can access services either via public transport or by foot. This is particularly 

the case for the smaller, more isolated settlements in the parish. Much Wenlock is 

theoretically very walkable for those who are willing and able. Opportunities to optimise 

walking routes should be sought.  

¶ The town centre and High Street play a central role in the life of residents and need to be 

supported in terms of its ongoing viability and offering a mixed set of uses. 

¶ The majority of those in employment travel outside the parish to reach their place of work. 

Opportunities for locally based employment should be supported where possible to reduce 

the reliance on out-commuting. As space for commercial development is limited space, such 

uses should be safeguarded and where, necessary mixed-use developments may offer a 

suitable solution. 

¶ The parish benefits from a very attractive landscape environment within the setting of the 

Shropshire Hills National Landscape. Safeguarding the landscape character, the habitats it 

supports and the important green spaces within it is critical. 
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¶ The parish comprises a number of settlements, each with their own identity and character. 

Maintaining their individuality is something that residents are keen to ensure. 

¶ The parish is home to a wealth of heritage assets, both above and below ground. These need 

to be preserved and celebrated as they add to the story of the parish. 

¶ Tourism is an important sector and should be managed in a sustainable way. 

Figure 2: Some statistics about Much Wenlock parish (2021 census) 
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3. A VISION AND OBJECTIVES FOR MUCH WENLOCK  

The Community Vision and objectives for the Neighbourhood Plan 
 

3.1. The starting point for the review of MWNP was to ensure that the residents were given the 

opportunity to shape development and land use until the end of the Plan period in 2038. The 

existing vision, encapsulated by the line, ΨhǳǊ tƭŀƴΣ hǳǊ CǳǘǳǊŜΩ continues to resonate locally 

having been defined by the desires, concerns and aspirations of local residents and other 

stakeholders of Much Wenlock parish. 

 

3.2. The planning policies are couched within a series of overarching objectives that stem directly 

from the views and opinions expressed at the consultation events hosted by community 

volunteers and the on-line survey.  The objectives are shown in Table 2: 

 
Table 2: MWNP Objectives 

Objective 1: Spatial strategy and housing 

V developing collaborative partnerships with one or more Housing Associations to bring 

forward affordable housing on exception and other sites. 

V supporting small-scale infill sites and conversions within the wider parish. 

V actively supporting the redevelopment of brownfield sites.  

V making sure that developments include a suitable mix of housing suited to local needs, 

including dwellings suited to older residents and those with disabilities. This should 

include good access and safe or green walking to facilities within the town. 

Objective 2: The economy and jobs 

V safeguarding existing commercial and employment land-uses. 

V making sure that existing employment sites are kept for employment use wherever 

possible and appropriate.  

V supporting new/expanded business premises in suitable locations. 

V protecting the vitality of Much Wenlock town centre.  

V supporting new mixed-use developments where an existing commercial site is 

demonstrated unviable, retaining an element of employment so that where appropriate, 

people can combine work and home life. 

V encouraging appropriate and sustainable rural tourism activities. 

Objective 3: Reducing flood risk  

V recognising the significance of the designation of Much Wenlock as within a Rapid 

Response Catchment subject to the Highest Category of flood risk. 

V minimising the impacts of flooding within ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀΣ ƛƳǇƭƛŎƛǘ ƛƴ ŀ 

worst-case flood scenario, by a catchment wide flood attenuation strategy. 

V making a prior assessment, of any impact on flood risk, a key element in preparing for the 

ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΦ 
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V restricting new development to locations least likely to increase flood risk. 

V encouraging the development of nature-based solutions throughout the catchment to 

reduce runoff and to slow the flow of surface water. 

V keeping sufficient land that has the potential to be used to slow down the flow of surface 

water through engineering or natural means free from development that would prevent 

such use. keeping sites free from development if they have the potential to be used to 

slow down the flow of surface water through engineering or natural means. 

V making sure that developments minimise the impact on water quality and subsequent 

health risks particularly during flooding conditions. 

V protecting and improving local water quality. 

Objective 4: Transport and movement 

V supporting plans to improve the infrastructure for local walking, cycling and equestrian 

transport, in line with the principles of the 20-minute neighbourhoods. 

V making sure that new developments have enough associated off-street car parking to 

meet current and future needs. 

V safeguard existing off-street public car parking and support additional car parking to 

alleviate pressure in the town centre.  

V supporting local and strategic traffic management proposals which reduce the number of 

HGV/LGV vehicles travelling through the parish in order to minimise their adverse impact. 

V managing new developments so that they do not have an unacceptable traffic impact on 

local residents. 

V ensuring that traffic impacts at pinchpoint junctions and stretches of road are minimised. 

Objective 5: Community well-being 

V creating new facilities for families, the elderly and young people. 

V supporting developments or uses associated with a positive visitor experience.  

V protecting existing community buildings and services.  

V providing new public toilet provision to cater for local and visitor needs. 

Objective 6: Good quality design, local character and heritage 

V respecting the scale, style and setting of the historic townscapes of Much Wenlock (in 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨōƻǿƭΩ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎύ ŀƴŘ .ƻǳǊǘƻƴΦ 

V making sure that in Much Wenlock and Bourton, the use of building materials is in keeping 

with those used in their respective Conservation Areas. Elsewhere, new developments 

should use materials which respect their setting and rural environment.  

V ensuring that any development or change be of the highest quality design.  

V ensuring that new developments will include gardens of an appropriate scale to the 

property. 
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Objective 7: Green and open spaces, local landscape and wildlife 

V protecting the existing areas of green space within the parish and ensuring that their 

quality and or multi-functionality is improved. It is important that existing spaces be 

considered for retrofitting in adaptation for climate change. 

V creating extra areas of high-quality green space are created within new developments. 

V taking opportunities taken to create linkages between sites, address green and pedestrian 

gaps in existing networks, create of new foot and cycle routes, and wildlife biodiversity 

corridors.  

V ensuring that new accessible and inclusive green space should exceed or at least meet 

{ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΣ Ǉƭŀȅ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘǎΦ bŜǿ 

designated spaces will be welcomed if they meet the required standards.    

V identifying opportunities to increase potential new green and open spaces for enjoyment 

of the local landscape and countryside are identified. 

V undertaking sympathetic management of the countryside and natural outdoor 

environment in and around the parish is undertaken to enhance the quality of the 

ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 

quality of life. 

 

3.3. Underpinning the objectives is the need to ensure that all policies contribute to mitigating the 

impacts of climate change. 
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4. THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN POLICIES 

OBJECTIVE 1: SPATIAL STRATEGY AND HOUSING  
 
The Plan will provide for a limited amount of housing to meet local needs. It will do this through: 

V developing collaborative partnerships with one or more Housing Associations to bring forward 

affordable housing on exception and other sites. 

V supporting small-scale infill sites and conversions within the wider parish. 

V actively supporting the redevelopment of brownfield sites.  

V making sure that developments include a suitable mix of housing suited to local needs, 

including dwellings suited to older residents and those with disabilities. This should include 

good access and safe or green walking to facilities within the town. 

Policy MW1: Supporting sustainable development 

Purpose  

4.1. This policy seeks to ensure that any development within the parish is directed to the most 

appropriate, sustainable locations, where there is easy access to the main town services and 

facilities.  This will help to protect the wider sensitive landscape of the parish and safeguard 

against the sprawl and coalescence of the individual parish settlements. The policy supports 

the re-use of previously developed (brownfield) land in preference to greenfield. It also 

supports the concept of compact and walkable neighbourhoods to address the potential 

additional strains of development in the parish on road systems, particularly for 

developments that are furthest away from the main facilities. 

POLICY MW1: SUPPORTING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT   
 
A. Development proposals within the defined development boundaries (as shown in the most 

recent development plan) will be supported where they comply with other development 
plan policies. Development proposals must meet the following criteria: 

 
i. it is of a scale and nature appropriate to the character and function of the area, with 

particular consideration given to how the proposal will mitigate any impacts on the 
character, and/or visual amenity, and/or tranquillity impact on the Shropshire Hills 
National Landscape and its setting; and 

ii. new development must be designed to take full account of any existing flood risk, 
irrespective of the source of flooding in accordance with Policy MW10; and 

iii. it maintains and, where possible, enhances the natural and built appearance and character 
of the area; and 

iv. it is capable of connecting to the primary movement network hierarchy (see Policy MW12), 
to support the delivery of the 20-minute (10 minutes each way) walkable neighbourhood 
concept; and 

v. it improves, where appropriate, the strategic linkages from the site to the town, focussing 
on pinchpoints in accordance with Policy MW14; and 

vi. development growth must relate to and be in line with growth of infrastructure. 
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B. Development proposals outside the defined development boundary (as shown in the most 
recent development plan) will only be supported where appropriate consideration is given 
to the effect on designated sites and they where they involve: 
 

i.  development supported in such locations in national and local planning policies; or and 
meet the following criteria:  
 

ii. the proposal is a "rural exceptions scheme" delivered in accordance with Policy MW3; 
orand 
 

iii. consideration is given to how the proposal will mitigate any impacts on the character, or 
visual amenity, or tranquillity of the Shropshire Hills National Landscape and its setting and 
other designated sites (e.g. SSSIs); and 
 

iv.iii. where appropriate, it brings redundant or vacant agricultural/f  or farm buildings or historic 
buildings of heritage value back into viable optimal use consistent with their conservation 
in a manner that does not cause harm in terms of additional traffic. 

 
C. In determining development proposals, substantial weight will be given to the value of using 

suitable previously developed (brownfield) land within the development boundaries and, 
where relevant, in accordance with Policy MW5. 

 
Conformity Reference: Shropshire Core Strategy (2011): CS1, CS3, CS4, CS5, CS8; SAMDev Plan (2015): MD1, 
MD7a, and b, S13; NPPF (2024): 7, 8, 29, 61, 73, 82, 83, 84, 96, 98, 111, 124, 125, 126, 129, 130, 135, 187 
 

Justification 

4.2. The Neighbourhood Plan does not seek to allocate sites for development, a position that has 

been agreed with SC.  

4.3. Policy MW1, supported by other policies in this Plan, seeks to achieve the following in terms 

of sustainable development: 

¶ focusing development to within the defined development boundaries - The adopted 

settlement policy boundaries are shown on Figures 4 and 5 alongside the statutory 

designations in the parish. Note that minor amendments to the development boundaries 

may be identified in any future Local Plan Review. Much Wenlock, as the main settlement, is 

the focus for development. Within .ƻǳǊǘƻƴΩǎ development boundary, only limited infill is 

supported. Outside the development boundaries, new development will be strictly 

controlled in line with national policy and Core Strategy CS5 or its successor. 

¶ avoiding flood zones ς Flooding is a significant problem in Much Wenlock. Development 

should be directed to smaller sites within the development boundary avoiding known flood 

zones (Figure 3).  Development outside the development boundary will be subject to Rural 

Exception Site assessment. Further detail on flooding and drainage is provided in Policies 

MW10 and MW11. 
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Figure 3: Flood Risk Map (surface water) 

 

 

¶ prioritising the use of previously developed (brownfield)land in preference to greenfield sites 

- Brownfield sites, which may be existing sites that come for redevelopment, should be used 

to support mixed-use development, which could comprise small-scale commercial/light 

industrial uses, community-scale energy regeneration, housing (notably affordable housing) 

and/or those working from home (i.e. space to work within a residence). There is scope 

within the wider countryside to bring back into use any vacant sites, including agricultural 

sites to optimise their use. 

¶ a focus on smaller sites - Large-scale development is less acceptable to the community and 

where new housing is needed, the consensus is that it should be delivered through smaller 
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sites and where it can be supported by adequate infrastructure. There is an overwhelming 

desire to maintain the scale, style and setting of Much Wenlock and to protect the rural 

settlements and surrounding countryside from development. 

¶ conserving and enhancing the historic and natural environment - The parish is home to a 

wide range of natural features. To the west, and partially within the parish, lies the 

Shropshire Hills National Landscape. There are also a series of Sites of Special Scientific 

Interest (SSSI) and some significant areas of ancient woodland. Alongside these natural 

features, elements of the historic environment also need protecting, including Much 

Wenlock and Bourton Conservation Areas, the Scheduled Monuments (notably Wenlock 

Priory), plus the designated and non-designated heritage assets. 

¶ ensuring that the overall quantum of development does not put an unacceptable strain on 

infrastructure capacity ς Much of the core infrastructure planning (e.g. schools, GPs) sits 

outside the scope of the MWNP as it is the responsibility of other organisations. However, 

the Plan seeks to ensure that any new major development (as defined in the NPPF, see 

Glossary) is carefully masterplanned, with early community involvement, to ensure that 

adequate facilities and infrastructure that meets local requirements are provided.  

¶ ensuring that new development is well-connected to the existing movement network - 

Improving and adding to this network where possible, to provide accessible, safe and 

pleasant pedestrian and cycle links. The Town and Country Planning Association supports 

Walkable Neighbourhoods and a 10 minute journey time (one-way from home to 

destination) is considered optimal. For the MWNP, the emphasis is on connectivity and 

ensuring that new major development improves the strategic links within the parish, to help 

unlock identified pedestrian and vehicular pinchpoints. These are described more fully in 

Policy MW14. 

4.4. Figures 4 and 5 show the parish, the adopted settlement policy boundaries and the extent of 

statutory designations that exist in the Parish.  

https://www.tcpa.org.uk/collection/the-20-minute-neighbourhood/
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Figure 4: Map showing development boundaries within the Parish and other key statutory 
designations 
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Figure 5: Map showing development boundaries within the Parish and other key statutory designations - Much Wenlock town 
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Policy MW2: Meeting local housing needs 
 
Purpose 

4.5. This policy seeks to ensure that housing delivered in Much Wenlock meets the specific housing 

needs of the parish in terms of size, tenure, affordability and the needs of people at different 

stages of their lives.  

4.6. Definitions of the different types of affordable housing are contained in the Glossary.  

 

POLICY MW2: MEETING LOCAL HOUSING NEEDS 
 
A. Other than in development designed to meet an identified specialist housing need, the mix 

of housing sizes, types, tenures, and affordability in proposed development should, in so far 
as is reasonably practicable and subject to viability, assist in meeting needs identified in the 
most recently available Much Wenlock Housing Needs Assessment. As appropriate to their 
scale, nature, and location, development proposals for residential use should respond 
positively to the following principles:  

  

i. new housing should focus on smaller and modest-sized dwellings (1-3 bedrooms) 
including accommodation that is arranged on a single level, suited to downsizers; and 
 

ii. all new residential development within the neighbourhood area must provide a 
quantity of affordable housing in line with the requirements contained within the 
Shropshire Core Strategy or its successor. Affordable homes should be tenure-blind and 
well-integrated with market housing; and 
 

iii. support proposals that enable greater affordability uplifts and prioritise those with a 
local connection to Much Wenlock Parish (see Glossary) and key workers (such as the 
use of First Homes); and 
 

iv. the tenure of affordable units should meet the specific needs of the parish, reflecting a 
70 (affordable housing for rent):30 (intermediate housing for purchase) tenure split. 
 

B. Residential development that could reasonably be expected to meet the needs of older 
people (by virtue of its size and location) should demonstrate how it has reflected the 
Housing our Ageing Population Panel for Innovation (HAPPI) principles and the guidance 
ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ w¢tLΩǎ άDementia and town planning: Creating better environments for 
people living with dementiaέΦ  
 

C. All dwellings specifically designed for older people or those with disabilities or special needs 
will be built to the M4(3) (wheelchair user dwellings) standard within Building Regulations. 
On sites of 5 or more dwellings, at least 5% will  be built to the M4(3) (wheelchair user 
dwellings) standard within Building Regulations and a further 70% of the dwellings will be 
built to M4(2) (accessible and adaptable dwellings) or higher standard within Building 
Regulations, unless site-specific factors indicate that step-free access cannot be achieved. 
Development proposals that support an uplift in this provision will be particularly 
supported.  

 

D. Subject to the other policies of this plan, proposals for self- and custom build housing will be 
supported. 

Conformity Reference: NP objectives: 1; Shropshire Core Strategy (2011): CS11; SAMDev Plan (2015): S13; 
NPPF (2024): 61-66, 71, 73, 74, 82-84 

https://muchwenlock-tc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan-2/
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/_assets/Resources/Housing/Support_materials/Other_reports_and_guidance/Happi_Final_Report.pdf
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/practice-rtpi/2020/september/dementia-and-town-planning/
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/practice-rtpi/2020/september/dementia-and-town-planning/
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Justification 

4.7. It is important that any new residential development within Much Wenlock parish addresses 

local housing needs. Policy CS11 (Type and Affordability of Housing) of Adopted Core Strategy 

(2011) states that άan integrated and balanced approach will be taken with regard to existing 

and new housing, including type, size, tenure and affordabilityέ.  

4.8. To understand local housing need policy, a Housing Needs Assessment (HNA), contained in the 

Evidence Base, was prepared for Much Wenlock in March 2024, informed by the work of the 

Strategic Market Housing Assessment 2020 (Part 1; Part 2) at the strategic level as well as 

national datasets and population forecasts. In addition, feedback from local residents was 

gathered. The findings revealed the following: 

4.9. There is an imbalance of property sizes available within Much Wenlock. Much Wenlock has a 

large proportion of detached homes (46.3% of the stock in 2021). Semi-detached homes 

account for around one quarter of the stock with terraces accounting for 20%. There is a smaller 

proportion of flats at 7.2%. There are approximately 190 single-level dwellings, which accounts 

for approximately 15% of dwellings locally or 1 in 7 homes. These represent an important 

resource for those wishing to downsize later in life. 

4.10. The vast majority of dwellings within Much Wenlock have 3 or more bedrooms with 28.7% 

having 4 or more.  Smaller 1- to 2-bedroom properties account for just over 30% of the stock, 

with just 7.7% 1-bedroom properties. This corresponds to a smaller stock of flats and terraces 

within Much Wenlock as discussed above.  

4.11. Most households in the parish have more bedrooms than they need, notably amongst older 

households. This does not imply that these older households should downsize; many will be 

occupying homes that meet their lifestyles, including caring for grandchildren, having family 

stay, continuing to pursue their interests (and even working in later life and needing a space to 

work or study). However, some may be interested in downsizing so it is useful to consider 

whether there are suitable local options.  

4.12. Equally, the lack of smaller homes makes it more difficult for first time buyers to purchase 

locally. This is evidenced by the fact that just 18.7% of households in Much Wenlock are families 

with dependent children. This compares to 21.8% in Shropshire and 25.8% in England as a 

whole. Much Wenlock has a relatively low share of families with children. 

4.13. The HNA suggests that a range of dwelling sizes are needed in Much Wenlock over the plan 

period but with a focus on 2- to 3-bedroom sized homes (Table 3). This aligns to the Shropshire 

SHMA 2020, which also anticipated that the largest proportion of homes over the projection 

period in the SHMA (2016-2038) would be for 3-bedroom properties.   

 
  

https://muchwenlock-tc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan-2/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/media/14608/shma-part-1-2020-strategic-housing-market-assessment-part-1.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjz1ISsk_CMAxVEQkEAHXgRDzIQFnoECBIQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0ENyIhz7DVT_nb39YlkPQh
https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/media/16206/shma-part-2-2020-strategic-housing-market-assessment-part-2.pdf
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Table 3: Indicative dwelling size mix for Much Wenlock (overall housing on site) 

Number of 

bedrooms 
Mix in 2011 

Current mix 

(2021) 

Suggested mix 

2038 

Balance of new 

housing to reach 

suggested mix 

1 8.2% 7.7% 7.6% 7.3% 

2 23.2% 23.2% 25.8% 34.1% 

3 41.4% 40.5% 43.7% 53.9% 

4+ 27.2% 28.7% 22.9% 4.7% 

 

4.14. The adopted Core Strategy (2011) Policy CS11 requires 33% affordable housing. In light of the 

historic shortfall in affordable housing delivery in Much Wenlock, the HNA finds there to be 

robust evidence of need for affordable housing in Much Wenlock, and every effort should be 

made to maximise delivery where viable. 

4.15. ¢ƘŜ Ib!Ωǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ ǘŜƴǳǊŜ ƳƛȄ ŦƻǊ aǳŎƘ ²ŜƴƭƻŎƪ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ Table 4. 

 
Table 4: Indicative tenure for Much Wenlock 

Tenure Indicative mix  

Routes to home ownership, of which 30% 

¶ First Homes 25% 

¶ Shared ownership  0-5% 

¶ Rent to Buy 0-5% 

Affordable Housing for rent, of which 70% 

¶ Social rent  To be set by Registered Providers 

¶ Affordable rent To be set by Registered Providers 

 

4.16. The introduction of First Homes presents an opportunity for local authorities to require higher 

discounts on these affordable homes (intermediate housing) for sale, where the need can be 

evidenced locally and where viable. Within Much Wenlock, the HNA reveals that there would be 

a benefit to raising discounts (up to 50% where viable) on any First Homes delivered as part of 

the affordable housing on the sites, to enable those in single-person median and lower quartile 

earnings the opportunity to enter the housing market.  

4.17. Opportunities to deliver affordable homes include bringing forward a rural exception site and 

Policy MW3 provides detail on this. 

4.18. A higher percentage of older households is expected by the end of the Plan period. The older 

population (age 75+) is expected to make up 25% of the population of Much Wenlock in 2038 

compared to 18% in 2021. A strong response from older residents who attended the 

community consultation events that sheltered or housing suitable for older residents was a high 

priority. 
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4.19. There is a total of 60 units of specialist housing in the parish at present, with the majority 

available for social rent (35 homes) and the remainder for ownership (25 homes). All are 

described as age exclusive or retirement housing and do not have onsite care. 

4.20. In relation to accessibility, building regulations includes three categories of dwellings:  

a. M4(1) Category 1: Visitable dwellings.  

b. M4(2) Category 2: Accessible and adaptable dwellings.  

c. M4(3) Category 3: Wheelchair user dwellings.  

4.21. M4(1) is mandatory for all new dwellings unless one of the optional requirements M4(2) or 

M4(3) applies. M4(2) and M4(3) apply where a Local Plan introduces such a requirement. 

Evidence that had been prepared for the (withdrawn) Local Plan Review suggested proposed 

specific provision requirements for these, in response to the aging population in Shropshire as a 

whole. 

4.22. It is considered that such needs will be more nuanced in Much Wenlock given the age profile 

here when compared to Shropshire as a whole, therefore Policy MW2 supports a more 

prescriptive approach, and an uplift to this where possible. 

4.23. To best meet the needs of this demographic, it should be considered whether new homes are 

ǿŜƭƭ ǘŀƛƭƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ŦƭŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

accessibility. In addition, the άHousing our Ageing Population Panel for Innovation (HAPPI)έ has, 

since 2009, developed a series of principles for good design of housing generally. Many of the 

principles are recognisable from good design generally - good light, ventilation, room to move 

around and good storage - ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎǘǊǳƳ ƻŦ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΩ 

housing which needs to both offer an attractive alternative to the family home and be able to 

adapt over time to meet changing needs. The ten principles are: 

¶ Space and flexibility 

¶ Daylight in the home and in shared spaces 

¶ Balconies and outdoor space 

¶ Adaptability and 'care ready' design 

¶ Positive use of circulation space 

¶ Shared facilities and 'hubs' 

¶ Plants, trees, and the natural environment 

¶ Energy efficiency and sustainable design 

¶ Storage for belongings and bicycles 

¶ External shared surfaces and 'home zones' 

4.24. Housing should be designed to support the needs of those living with disabilities. The Royal 

¢ƻǿƴ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ  ά5ŜƳŜƴǘƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǿƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΥ /ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 

ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜƳŜƴǘƛŀέ should inform planning applications. 

4.25. The adopted Core Strategy (2011) policies also encourage the development of self-build 

properties for local need on suitable plots both within and adjacent to the development 

boundary and the MWNP supports this approach. 

https://www.housinglin.org.uk/Topics/browse/Design-building/HAPPI/
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/practice/2020/september/dementia-and-town-planning/
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/practice/2020/september/dementia-and-town-planning/
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Policy MW3: Rural Exception Sites 

Purpose 

4.26. This policy provides the criteria against which rural exception sites should be considered. 

 

POLICY MW3: RURAL EXCEPTION SITES 
 
Proposals for small scale rural exception sites outside the development boundaries will be 
supported subject to the following criteria: 
 

i. they comprise up to 25 dwellings; and  

ii. the proposals contribute to meeting the affordable housing needs of people with a 

strong local connection and in accordance with Policy MW2; and 

iii. the development is subject to an agreement which will ensure that it remains as 

affordable housing for people with a strong local connection in perpetuity; and 

iv. the proposals would not have a significant impact on the surrounding rural landscape 

and the landscape setting of any settlement in the plan area; and  

v. the development is appropriate in terms of its scale, character and location with the 

settlement to which it is associated. Open market housing will only be permitted 

outside the Much Wenlock development boundary where this type of development 

can be demonstrated to be essential to ensure the delivery of affordable housing as 

part of the same development proposal. The exception would be cross-subsidy 

exception schemes, where 30% open market housing will be supported in order to 

enable 70% affordable housing.  

Conformity Reference: NP objectives: 1; Shropshire Core Strategy (2011): CS11; SAMDev Plan (2015): MD7a, 

S13; NPPF (2024): 61, 63-65,82-84 

 

Justification 

4.27. Historically, local Housing Associations have not bought sites or built homes in the parish, rather 

they have expanded their stock through acquisitions within market development sites. In order 

to meet identified affordable housing needs (as evidenced in the Much Wenlock HNA) the 

MWNP seeks a new way of working to bring forward small-scale social rented and affordable 

housing on exception sites through collaborative partnerships with local Housing Associations 

(or equivalent mechanisms) and Shropshire Council. This positive approach will provide greater 

certainty and local control over delivery to meet specific local needs. 

4.28. To ensure that houses on exception sites meet local needs for people with a strong local 

ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƻŎŎǳǇŀƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ {t5 

Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢ȅǇŜ ŀƴŘ !ŦŦƻǊŘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ IƻǳǎƛƴƎΩ (Dec 2012, para 5.34). 

4.29. Since 2013, with the adoption of the original MWNP, 26 affordable social rented and shared 

equity homes have been brought forward on one exception site within the Neighbourhood Plan 

area. 

  

https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/media/8593/adopted-type-and-affordability-of-housing-spd-2012.pdf
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Policy MW4: Infill development and conversions 
 
Purpose 

4.30. This policy sets out the criteria against which infill development and conversions of existing 

properties should be assessed. 

 

POLICY MW4: INFILL DEVELOPMENT AND CONVERSIONS 
 
Within the development boundary, and within Bourton, housing infill development will be 
supported where it  contributes positively to local character and where it helps to meet local 
housing needs. Within the conservation areas of Much Wenlock and Bourton, infill 
development should conserve or enhance the special architectural and historic character of 
these settlements. Adequate off-road parking space must be provided, in accordance with 
Shropshire Parking Standards. 

 
Conformity Reference: NP objectives: 1; Shropshire Core Strategy (2011): CS1, CS3, CS4; SAMDev Plan (2015): 

S13, MD3; NPPF (2024): 61, 73, 75 

 

Justification 

4.31. Infill involves the development of a small gap in an otherwise built-up frontage. It usually 

consists of a frontage plot only and often comprises the side gardens of existing houses. 

4.32. In recent years, infill sites have provided a steady supply of housing.  This trend is likely to 

continue but the MWNP allows for the numbers to be kept under review to ensure that 

sufficient development is coming forward to meet local needs. A review may also be triggered 

by national changes in policy, updated information on housing needs or issues raised by the 

public, private or third sector regarding the operation of the MWNP. Much Wenlock Town 

Council has resolved to review the Plan within five years. 
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OBJECTIVE 2: THE ECONOMY AND JOBS  
 

The Plan will help business create jobs by:  

V safeguarding existing commercial and employment land-uses. 

V making sure that existing employment sites are kept for employment use wherever possible 

and appropriate.  

V supporting new/expanded business premises in suitable locations. 

V protecting the vitality of Much Wenlock town centre.  

V supporting new mixed-use developments where an existing commercial site is demonstrated 

unviable, retaining an element of employment so that where appropriate, people can combine 

work and home life. 

V encouraging appropriate and sustainable rural tourism activities. 

 

 

Policy MW5: Commercial development 
 
Purpose 

4.33. Beyond retail provision, there is only a modest amount of existing commercial/industrial space 

within the town and wider parish. It is important that such employment land provision remains 

available, if needed. The policy seeks, ideally, to protect commercial activities and employment 

at these spaces. Where this does not prove sustainable, the policy prioritises mixed use 

redevelopment, to enable the delivery of housing to meet local needs, alongside compatible 

commercial/employment uses.  

4.34. The policy notes that 0.75ha of land at site EMP1 (Stretton Road) is allocated for employment 

use in the Shropshire Core Strategy. Should such a use not be viable on this site, alternative 

commercial space will need to be considered in any the future Local Plan to ensure that 

adequate commercial employment land (up to 2ha as per the strategic requirement) is provided 

in the parish. 

 

POLICY MW5: COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
Protecting existing employment  
 
A. Insofar as planning permission is required, proposals for a change of use within Site EMP1, 

and/or an existing Employment Site and/or commercial premises (as shown on Figure 7) to a 
use and operation that does not provide any employment opportunities, will not be 
supported unless it can be demonstrated that the commercial premises or land:  

 
i. has not been in active use for at least 12 months; and  
ii. has no potential for either reoccupation or redevelopment for solely employment 

generating uses as demonstrated through the results of:  
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a. marketing campaign lasting for a continuous period of at least 6 months and a 
supplemental report evidencing the marketing undertaken and the market response; 
and  

b. a detailed valuation report assessing the viability of the land and buildings for 
employment use. 
 

Where these criteria are demonstrated, development proposals for housing on such sites (Figure 
7) will be supported, in accordance with Policy MW2, only where this can be achieved as part of 
a broader package of compatible commercial and other uses, such as community and green space.  
 
Supporting new employment  
B. Development proposals to expand existing employment premises, and/ or provide new start-

up business space ς including office/workshop space and start-up units on flexible terms - will 
be supported, including in former agricultural buildings provided that:  

 
i. there is no adverse impact on the character and nature of the surrounding area from visual 

or operational impacts or on nearby occupiers of existing premises or residential 
properties; and  

ii.  the proposal would not have significant harmful impacts on the surrounding landscape 
and the wider setting of the town; and 

iii. the proposal would not have any significant harmful impacts on the ecological setting of 
the site; and  

iv. the proposalΩǎ forecast traffic generation would not have an unacceptable traffic impact 
on the wider town and the capacity and operation of its highway network, paying 
particular regard to HGVs; and 

v. the site would not cause or exacerbate flooding. 
 
 

Conformity Reference: NP objectives: 1, 2; Shropshire Core Strategy (2011): CS13, CS14; SAMDev Plan (2015): 

MD9, S13; NPPF (2024): 85, 86, 88, 89, 96, 125 

 
Justification 

4.35. With no railway station in the parish, the majority of those out-commuting are doing so by car. 

Over a third (37.5%) of those in employment travel at least 10km to reach their place of work 

(2021 census). Many of these are driving to the nearby settlements of Telford, Shrewsbury and 

Bridgnorth, where work is more readily available. 

4.36. Of those working in the parish, approximately 32% work from home, with others employed in 

agriculture and farming, retail and other service industries. It will be important to ensure that 

for those working locally, the infrastructure exists ς particularly in terms of broadband and 

mobile availability ς to serve their needs. Such provision falls outside the scope of the MWNP 

but work with partners including mobile and internet provides is included as a non-policy action 

in Section 7 of this Plan. 

4.37. Protecting existing and providing new space for employment is considered important to ensure 

that there are opportunities locally for work. 

4.38. 0.75 ha of land at Stretton Road: One site of 0.75ha Land at Stretton Road, is identified in the 

Local Plan as commercial employment land (Figure 6). This is also the only brownfield site in the 
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ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ {/Ωǎ ōǊƻǿƴŦƛŜƭŘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ lies immediately adjacent to an arm 

of an environmentally sensitive area and care will be needed to ensure that there are no 

adverse effects (including through lighting) and that landscaping should enhance the network 

where possible in line with Shropshire Core Strategy Policy CS17. Any development on 

previously undeveloped (greenfield) land areas of this site would be subject to an Ecological 

Assessment. 

4.39. Should the site be redeveloped into uses that do not comprise wholly commercial space, 

additional commercial land should be identified in the Local Plan to ensure that there is no 

overall net loss of commercial employment land in the parish. This would need to be at a site 

suitable for such development, as expressed in the Policy. 

Figure 6: Employment Site - EMP1 

 

4.40. Other commercial sites: There are few sites, beyond agricultural uses, within Much Wenlock 

which are dedicated to commercial activity (Figure 7).  

4.41. Development proposals on all commercial sites will need to be able to demonstrate that they 

do not have an unacceptable impact on traffic movements in the town, paying particular regard 

to HGVs. A transport assessment would be the most appropriate way of  doing so. It should be 

noted, however, that the site was previously included in a land allocation for employment use 

in the Bridgnorth Local Plan in 2005, since when there has been little interest in its 

development. It appears, therefore, that some up-front public or private investment will be 

required to facilitate its use and {/Ωǎ statement of intent offers assurances that this will take 

place. Unless this investment is made, there will be a significantly increased risk of the Core 
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Strategy policy failing to provide for local employment to balance housing allocations and avoid 

creating a town increasingly dependent on commuting. 

4.42. Given the limited availability of land within the development boundary, brownfield sites should 

be prioritised for employment uses. Redevelopment proposals should focus on retaining and 

enhancing the existing commercial and industrial character of these areas. Where appropriate, 

the intensification of employment uses on brownfield sites should be explored to maximize job 

opportunities within the existing settlement area. This approach will help to protect and create 

local jobs, reduce out-commuting, and promote a sustainable local economy 

4.43. Given the relative lack of brownfield sites within the development boundary, special 

consideration should be given to proposals for mixed use (employment, residential etc.), where 

this would optimise brownfield land use and potentially negate the need to identify greenfield 

sites beyond the development boundary for such uses, as per Policy MW1 (Location of 

Development). Mixed uses should retain an element of commercial (see Appendix A) alongside 

residential (notably affordable residential), and other uses compatible with work-living. The 

protection of an element of employment within these sites and, where appropriate, support for 

new employment opportunities locally will not only provide greater prospects for residents to 

access jobs locally but will ensure that these are sustainable in terms of the patterns of 

commuting that they generate. 

4.44. Outside the settlement boundary, there are agricultural businesses, and also a number of 

former quarry sites, which provide valuable employment now, such as Lime Green and Edge 

Renewables. These should be supported. The conversion of agricultural buildings to commercial 

properties is supported subject to Policy MW1 and where traffic generation, notably HGV, is at 

an acceptable level. Any such developments need to mitigate flood impacts, as per the policies 

in this MWNP. 
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Figure 7: Map showing allocated site EMP1 and other existing commercial sites 
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Policy MW6: Protecting and enhancing the role and setting of Much Wenlock town centre  

Purpose  

4.45. This policy seeks to support uses that will enable an economically vibrant, mixed-use town 

centre in Much Wenlock, attracting additional footfall, enhancing its historic setting, improving 

accessibility and improving overall the look and feel of the public area.  

 

POLICY MW6: PROTECTING AND ENHANCING THE ROLE AND SETTING OF MUCH WENLOCK 

TOWN CENTRE 

A. To secure the ongoing vitality of Much Wenlock town centre (High Street, Barrow Street and 

Wilmore Street: Figure 8), proposals which protect, enhance and promote a diverse range of 

town centre uses (Uses C1, E, F1 and F2 and Sui Generis) ς including retail, leisure, 

commercial, office, tourism, cultural and community - will be supported, subject to the other 

policies in this Neighbourhood Development Plan.  

Upper floor residential 

B. Proposals that offer opportunities for housing on otherwise underused upper floors will be 

supported, both where separate access can be achieved and where these are shown to be 

no longer suitable for commercial use. 

Existing retail premises  

C. The permanent change of use of Classes C1, E, F1, F2 and Sui Generis to other uses will only 

be supported where the following can be demonstrated:  

 

i. the proposed use will maintain the vitality and viability of Much Wenlock Town Centre; 

 

ii. the premises in question have not been in continuous active use for at least 12 consecutive 

months; and  

 
iii. the Class E retail premises have no potential for either reoccupation as demonstrated 

through the results both of a full viability report and a marketing campaign lasting for a 

continuous period of at least 6 months.  

Temporary uses  

D. The use of Class E, F1 and F2 premises for temporary uses will be supported. Such uses 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ΨǇƻǇ ǳǇΩ ǎƘƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜ ǳǎŜǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ 

basis or for specific events.  

 

E. Such uses must demonstrate that they will not have a detrimental impact on the amenity of 

neighbouring uses, particularly residential through excessive noise and pollution.  
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F. Such uses will generally not be considered appropriate if the operation of the business 

requires such large amounts of vehicle parking in order to function unless sufficient off-

street parking arrangements have been implemented. 

Re-use of historic buildings 

G. The reuse of historic buildings within Much Wenlock Town Centre for activities that will 

enhance the vitality and viability of the Town Centre will be particularly supported. This 

could include community uses, eating places, retail or business. Any associated physical 

alterations should be sympathetic to the historic and architectural significance and character 

of the building concerned. 

Public realm 

H. Development proposals to enhance the public realm in Much Wenlock Town Centre will be 

supported where this will not result in the demolition of or significant detrimental impact to 

existing heritage assets. Proposals which enhance the pedestrian experience will be 

supported including: 

i. the widening of pavements;  

ii. the consolidation of street clutter and superfluous signage, including provision of 

signage that will improve pedestrian links between the retail areas along High Street 

and Barrow Street; 

iii. the inclusion of cycling facilities;  

iv. the reinforcement of the distinctive character of the area, as set out in Policy MW18 

(Design and character of development) including through the use of planting, seating, 

and installation of public art, celebrating the heritage and history of the parish; and 

v. the confirmation that development proposals should contribute to improved 

wayfinding and signage for the parish, as appropriate to their scale, nature and 

location, provided that they can be satisfactorily integrated within their surroundings. 

Conformity Reference: NP objectives: 2; Shropshire Core Strategy (2011): CS15; SAMDev Plan (2015): MD10a, 

MD10b; NPPF (2024): 90, 96, 98, 101, 103, 131-141 

 

Justification 

4.46. Much Wenlock's popularity as both a local centre and a visitor destination/ stop-off point 

means that there is a fairly significant level of footfall in the town centre throughout the year, 

supporting a mix of uses including shops, cafes and visitor accommodation.  

4.47. A meeting with local traders operating businesses in the town centre identified the following 

concerns: 

¶ Car parking ς There are only a few car parks serving the High Street and these are fairly small 

and also expensive. This makes it challenging to those people wanting to Ψpop-and-shopΩ or 

visit for the whole day. It also makes it difficult for those arriving by car to attend town 

events, such as the Christmas Fayre, because of the inability for people to arrive by car. 

Whilst it is an aim of this MWNP to promote walking (and, where possible, cycling) locally, 

this is not an option for everyone and certainly the majority of visitors to the parish arrive by 
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car due to the lack of local railway station and reliable bus routes. Additional accessible and 

well signposted off-street car parking provision is supported in Policy MW13. 

¶ Active promotion of the High Streetς there was a feeling that more could be doing more to 

promote the High Street to both residents and visitors. The town is very quiet on bank 

holidays, for example.  

¶ Challenges in employing staff, other than students, particularly on weekdays.  

¶ Public toilets ς The facilities located in {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ are often broken or vandalised. There is a 

need to ensure fully working, accessible toilets. 

¶ Dog fouling. 

¶ Inadequate signage in the car parks to the main local destinations. 

¶ Competition from neighbouring larger settlements, notably Bridgnorth, Telford and 

Shrewsbury, where there is a greater choice of facilities including larger supermarkets.   

¶ Competition from online retailers, such as Amazon.  

4.48. Business owners felt that hosting markets ς differentiated from those selling products already 

available in the High Street - could assist in raising footfall. The current Made in Shropshire 

Markets are considered to be helpful but could be better promoted. In addition, more events 

aimed at a broader range of people were cited in particular to draw in families and young 

people. 

4.49. There was also a call more generally to improve the attractiveness of the High Street, for 

instance the use of bunting, attractive planting (for instance in eye-catching containers) and so 

forth.  

4.50. Looking to the future, the following priorities have been identified:  

4.51. Support uses that will enable an economically vibrant, mixed-use town centre: To protect the 

diverse architectural, historical and environmental qualities of the town centre in Much 

Wenlock and promote a mix of uses that will draw footfall and reinforce the town centre as the 

heart of the community. Priorities include:  

¶ Resisting the change of use of retail units, public houses and other community uses to 

housing, which would gradually erode the core of Much Wenlock (see Appendix A).  

¶ Continuing to focus residential uses at first floor level and above (where this is 

accessible and adaptable to changing needs) provided there is no adverse impact on the 

road. 

¶ Ensuring that proposals for development or alteration to retail units in the High Street 

conserve or enhance its historic character. 

¶ Supporting opportunities for new or replacement tree planting in the street scene, 

where it can be achieved without reducing sightlines. They should be selected to reflect 

native species, colour etc.   

¶ Supporting the provision of additional off-street car parking spaces. 

¶ Supporting tŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ όάǇƻǇ-ǳǇέύ ǎƘƻǇǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ 
number of home-workers as well as discouraging long-term empty units. 
 

4.52. Improve the look and feel of the public areas: These need to be pedestrian-friendly, safe, 

accessible and attractive. Priorities include: 
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¶ Reducing the negative effects of car movements through the High Street, in partnership 

with Shropshire Council. This could incorporate traffic calming measures and to 

ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ŦŜŀǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ άǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǎǇŀŎŜέ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛǎŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 

cars and people. 

¶ Provision of additional outdoor seating. 

¶ Installing public art that reinforces the history of the parish. 

¶ Reducing superfluous clutter in terms of bollards, bins etc. Where these are required, 

there needs to be a consistency in design to reflect the local character. 

¶ Introducing additional markets to the town centre, potentially in conjunction with local 

suppliers, such as local produce. 

4.53. Signage, accessibility and functionality: In order to encourage a pedestrian-first approach to the 

town centre and assist visitors arriving from further afield. Priorities would include: 

¶ Restricting wayfinding signs to those which convey essential information. 

¶ Signage designed to be accessible and reinforce local character. Further guidance is 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ōƻƻƪƭŜǘ Streets for All: Advice for Highway and Public 

Realm Works in Historic Places. 

¶ Promoting accessibility, for instance by applying the guidance advice contained in the 

w¢tLΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜƳŜƴǘƛŀ ŀǎ 

well as measures to assist other disabilities. 

¶ Considering restricting on-street parking along the High Street to disabled bays only, to 

improve safety along the narrow pavements here. 

¶ Upgrading the existing public toilets to a design that would reduce vandalism. 

Supporting the upgrade of toilets to Changing Place requirements (see Policy MW17 

and Appendix B). 

https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/streets-for-all/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/streets-for-all/


Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan 
Submission Referendum Version 

36 
 

Figure 8: Much Wenlock Town Core 

 

  

Potential action: Shared space/ traffic calming in the town centre 

In order to offer a more pleasant pedestrian experience for residents and the visitors to the town, 

the creation of a shared space, which would give equal priority to pedestrians, cyclists and 

vehicles in the lower part of the High Street, and the area by the Square, the Guildhall (Figure 9), 

could be explored. 

This could draw from the success of this idea in other places, for instance Dawley, Poynton in 

Cheshire, and in similar small historic towns to Much Wenlock further afield, for example the 

Netherlands. 

Altering the pavement and road surfaces slows vehicle traffic and ensures that all road users 

understand that they do not have priority and must show one another consideration. 

Consideration also needs to be given to providing disabled parking in the town centre and secure, 

covered bicycle racks and other infrastructure for cyclists in the Square. Plans were drawn up in 

2020 for cycle racks by the museum/Spar area, in space where they would not impede 

pedestrians and would not be visually intrusive. Such a scheme could be revisited. 

To ensure road users appreciate the change in use of the road network on approach to the shared 

space, we suggest additional traffic calming on Barrow Street and Sheinton Street such as 

chicanes with traffic giving way e.g. Bridge Road. Planters and wider pavements with benches 
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would encourage more people to walk into town, especially from the Hunters Gate area where 

feedback has told us many older residents struggle with existing pavement surface, width and 

camber. 

Figure 9: Potential for shared space and traffic calming 
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Policy MW7: Promoting sustainable rural tourism 

 

Purpose 

4.54. The attractive location of the parish, within the setting of the Shropshire Hills National 

Landscape and with its proximity to a great number of regionally and nationally significant 

visitor attractions, presents an opportunity for the parish to develop itself as both a destination 

and base for sustainable rural tourism.  

POLICY MW7: PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE RURAL TOURISM  
 
A. Development proposals that support the aims of the Shropshire Destination Management 

Plan will be supported. This includes new or expanded sustainable rural tourism-related 
facilities, recreational enterprises, visitor accommodation (subject to Policy MW8), 
attractions, and activities to encourage day and staying visitors. The reuse of historic 
buildings for such activities will be particularly supported. Any associated physical 
alterations should be sympathetic to the historic and architectural significance and character 
of the building concerned. 

 
B. As appropriate to their scale, nature and location, development proposals for tourism 

development (including Use Class C1 hotels and other built accommodation) should meet the 
following criteria: 

 
i. the proposal should seek to support and provide sustainable employment;  
ii. the proposal should seek to promote the production and consumption of local produce 

and materials; 
iii. the siting, scale and design should be informed by, and positively contribute towards, 

landscape character, natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage and must not 
adversely affect the amenity, appearance, character, and historical significance of the 
area, including the Shropshire Hills National Landscape and its setting;  

iv. there are demonstrable economic and social benefits to the proposals;  
v. sufficient off-street car parking is provided, in line with Shropshire Parking standards; 

and  
vi. there is no significant detrimental impact on the existing community.  

 
C. Proposals that would result in the loss of all or part of tourism related facilities will not be 

supported unless it can be demonstrated that it is:  
 
i. not viable, or unlikely to become commercially viable; and  
ii. it has been the subject of appropriate marketing for a period of at least 18 months and 

consideration has been given to other alternative commercial uses. 
 

Conformity Reference: NP objectives: 2; Shropshire Core Strategy (2011): CS16; SAMDev Plan (2015): MD11; 

NPPF (2024): 85, 88, 89 

  

https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/media/25328/shropshire-dmp-2023-25-jan-2023.pdf
https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/media/25328/shropshire-dmp-2023-25-jan-2023.pdf
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Justification 

4.55. The Shropshire Destination Management Plan  has the following Vision: ά{ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ 

sustainably managed destination that welcomes the curious and the adventurous to explore 

its outstandingly beautiful natural landscapes and internationally recognised built heritage in 

a way that safeguards these precious assets now and for future generations. It is a place 

where world-changing ideas were born and are celebrated, and it continues to display a 

refreshing independence of thought and spirit. Its market towns and towns are alive with 

artisan producers, cultural practitioners and hospitality businesses that combine to create a 

quality environment in which visitors and residents alike are able to rethink, refresh and 

ǊŜŎƘŀǊƎŜΦέ (where cultural practitioners are defined as individuals/businesses operating in the 

culture, arts and crafts sector). 

4.56. As a visitor destination, Much Wenlock has an important role to play in delivering this vision, 

capitalising on its location within the Shropshire Hills, its culture and heritage and rich offering 

of facilities and attractions.  

4.57. Approximately 200 people are employed in the tourism sector in Much Wenlock. Just over half 

of these are employed in accommodation and food services and the remainder in the arts, 

entertainment, recreation and other services. This is the equivalent of 20.3% of the total Much 

Wenlock workforce, which represents a higher share than for Shropshire as a whole (14.7%). 

1.1% of total employment in the tourism sector in Shropshire is provided by Much Wenlock. 

4.58. The town and wider parish is a popular destination with visitors attracted by its links to the 

modern Olympics, the Priory ruins and the geology of the surrounding Wenlock Edge. 

 

Who is visiting Much Wenlock? 

4.59. Domestic visitors to Much Wenlock come from all over the UK. A large proportion come from 

the West Midlands on a day trip. But there are also many visitors from overseas from a number 

of European countries and from as far as Australia, New Zealand and the USA. Most visitors are 

visiting for the first time, with 75% only visiting once. Some are passing through Much Wenlock 

to reach another destination and decide to stop for a break. There are also organised groups 

arriving, for instance walking groups. 

4.60.  Wenlock is seen as a pleasant day out with interesting buildings, shops, cafes and visitor 

attractions (including the Priory, Guildhall and Museum). For families the latter two provide free 

entry which visitors appreciate. Overnighters, usually couples as opposed to family groups, tend 

to stay at local camping and caravan sites and cottages. They use these as a base to explore 

Wenlock, Ironbridge, Bridgnorth, Shrewsbury, Ludlow and Church Stretton.   

4.61. Much Wenlock has been featured in the national media, including the television programme, 

Escape to the Country, along with newspaper articles written by travel editors. Local events 

such as ΨaŀŘŜ ƛƴ {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜΩ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀǎ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ CŀȅǊŜ ŀƴŘ DŜǘ ŀ 

Word in Edgeways festival. There have been issues with availability of car parking, however, 

which has impacted the ability of visitors from further afield in attending these. 

https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/media/25328/shropshire-dmp-2023-25-jan-2023.pdf
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4.62. The majority of visitors arrive by car due to the lack of a railway station in the parish. Many are 

also stopping off at Wenlock on the way to somewhere else, making public transport linkages 

difficult to plan for in advance due to timings. Most visitors will have already looked online to 

find places of interest. Nevertheless, Much Wenlock Museum houses the Information Centre 

although their reduced opening hours (only certain days of the week) limits access. It would be 

helpful to have another venue that could provide visitor information during the intervening 

days.   

4.63. A further suggestion would be for more signage relating to visitor attractions. For example the 

Olympian Trail map sign is very effective; a sign nearby that shows the locations of the 

Museum, Guildhall, and Priory would be helpful. Visitors themselves provide the following 

feedback: 

 

Positive experiences Areas to improve 

¶ The wonderful carvings and the historic 

authenticity of the Council Chamber.  

¶ The list of Bailiffs and Mayors is appreciated 

along with the Display cabinets, information 

boards and the RAF Memorial. 

¶ Local people pop in each month to see the 

latest Art Exhibition.  

¶ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘŀōƭŜ 

is very popular.  

¶ The Guildhall Story, Music and Poetry 

listening post provides another source of 

interest. 

¶ Visitors enjoy being able to purchase locally 

produced gifts, cards and books. 

¶ Generally, visitors comment on the 

considerable historic importance of Much 

Wenlock.  

¶ Access for people in wheelchairs or with 

limited mobility. There is one local artist 

who has been unable to access the art 

exhibitions at all.  

¶ Increased opening of the Guildhall. 

¶ Additional cafes to be open on Sundays. 

¶ Additional car parking. 

¶ Better signage. 

¶ Provision of toilets. 

¶ Access to the Information Centre on all 

days. 

¶ Additional cycle parking ς see Transport 

section 

 

 

Potential Action: Visitor Strategy for Much Wenlock 

Some of the opportunities to promote tourism locally sit outside planning policy and one of the 

actions for the Town Council, in partnership with others, will be to prepare a Visitor Strategy for 

the parish. 
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Policy MW8: Visitor accommodation in rural areas 
 
Purpose 

4.64. The policy seeks to limit the development of owner-occupied second homes outside the 

development boundary. Any tourism-related development in the countryside will only be 

accepted if the design is of exceptional quality, meaning that any subsequent change from 

holiday use would still result in exceptionally designed development. The policy reflects the 

NPPF by only allowing tourism and leisure developments which respect the character of the 

countryside. 

POLICY MW8: VISITOR ACCOMMODATION IN RURAL AREAS 
 
A. Proposals for new and extended touring caravan and camping sites should have strong 

regard to the cumulative impact of visitor accommodation on the natural and historic assets 
of the area, road network, or over intensification of the site.  
 

B. Static caravans, chalets and log cabins are recognised as having a greater impact on the 
countryside. Therefore, in addition (to clause A) schemes should be landscaped and 
designed to a high quality and be at an appropriate capacity and scale.  

 
C. Any holiday let development that does not conform to the legal definition of a caravan and 

is not related to the conversion of existing appropriate rural buildings, will be resisted in the 
countryside (unless it conforms to clause D below) and in accordance with Policy MW1. 

 
D. Much Wenlock Town Council recognises the appeal of a holiday in a rural setting. Therefore, 

permanent holiday let development may be approved in countryside locations provided that 
it can be demonstrated that the design is of exceptional quality (as outlined in the NPPF) and 
in accordance with Policy MW19. Any subsequent changes to such holiday lets in these 
locations (such as change to residential occupation) will be resisted, as per E below. 

 
E. To retain the benefit to the visitor economy, robust conditions will be applied to new 

planning permissions for visitor accommodation to ensure the accommodation is not used 
for residential occupation. Proposals for the conversion of holiday lets to permanent 
residential use should demonstrate that their loss will not have a significant adverse impact 
on the visitor economy and meet the criteria relating to suitability for residential use in 
Policy MW1.  

 
F. For existing static caravan, chalet and log cabin sites in areas of high flood risk, positive 

consideration will be given to proposals for their relocation to areas of lower flood risk to 
ensure they are capable of being made safe for the lifetime of the development.  

Conformity Reference: NP objectives: 2; Shropshire Core Strategy (2011): CS16; SAMDev Plan (2015): MD11; 

NPPF (2024): 85, 88, 89 

Justification 

4.65. There have been examples of visitor accommodation built within the rural parts of the parish 

that have, over time, been used and converted to permanent accommodation. Concerns have 

been raised by parishioners about such developments, once permanent, in terms of their 

impact on local infrastructure.  
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Policy MW9: Supporting flexible workspaces and opportunities for homeworking 

Purpose 

4.66. This policy recognises the growing contribution of home-based and small-to-medium sized 

businesses in Much Wenlock and seeks to encourage opportunities for them. This would include 

by supporting the provision of start-up and move-on business units as well as the provision of a 

shared office space. This would provide a greater incentive and opportunity for local people to 

work locally. Homeworking has become commonplace for many in the wake of the Covid-19 

pandemic. 

 

POLICY MW9: SUPPORTING FLEXIBLE WORKSPACES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR HOMEWORKING 
 
A. Proposals to provide working spaces that encourage homeworking, co-working and creative 

small industries, for instance through incubator/start-up business space on flexible terms, 
will be supported through:  
 

i. the provision of new buildings or conversion of existing buildings, within the 
development boundary;  

ii. enabling extensions and garden offices to facilitate homeworking;  
iii. enabling microbusinesses;  
iv. supporting the diversification of farm and rural businesses, in accordance with Policy 

MW1;  
v. the provision of start-up businesses by enabling low-cost facilities in cooperative 

clusters; and  
vi. support for improved communications infrastructure (mobile, broadband) where 

this can be achieved sympathetically to local character. 

As appropriate to their scale, nature and location, proposals for new workspaces should 
demonstrate the way in which they can be incorporated within their immediate locality without 
generating any unacceptable impact on the amenity of residential properties and on the 
capacity and safety of the local highways network.  

B. The reuse of historic buildings for such activities will be particularly supported. Any 
associated physical alterations should be sympathetic to the historic and architectural 
significance and character of the building concerned. 

Conformity Reference NP objectives: 2; Shropshire Core Strategy (2011): CS13, CS14; SAMDev Plan (2015): 

MD9, S13; NPPF (2024): 85, 86 

Justification 

4.67. Much Wenlock has a well-qualified workforce, but its rural location in the setting of the 

Shropshire Hills National Landscape means that the parish is fairly limited in its ability to identify 

land for employment uses. A notable feature of the parish is the number of small businesses 

and sole traders operating locally, many from their own homes. Approximately 32% of those in 

employment work from home (2021 census). There is an opportunity, therefore, to explore 

ways to provide more space for early-stage businesses and start-ups, shared working space and 

opportunities to enable further homeworking. This would also potentially help to reduce 

number of vehicles commuting out. 
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4.68. To achieve, it is necessary to encourage appropriate buildings that can be rented out at 

sufficiently low rents to attract their use by business start-ups and existing home workers. A 

potential source of such space in Much Wenlock Parish is vacant farm and rural buildings, 

where this can be achieved in a sustainable way without compromising the landscape or adding 

to highway issues or flood risk. 
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OBJECTIVE 3: REDUCING FLOOD RISK 
 

The Plan will aim to secure ways of reducing existing flood risk and avoiding any increase in flood 
risk, while also reducing water pollution throughout the parish by: 

. 

V recognising the significance of the designation of Much Wenlock as within a Rapid Response 

Catchment subject to the Highest Category of flood risk. 

V minimising the impacts of flooding within ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀΣ ƛƳǇƭƛŎƛǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƻǊǎǘ-

case flood scenario, by a catchment wide flood attenuation strategy. 

V making a prior assessment, of any impact on flood risk, a key element in preparing for the 

ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΦ 

V restricting new development to locations least likely to increase flood risk. 

V encouraging the development of nature-based solutions throughout the catchment to reduce 

runoff and to slow the flow of surface water. 

V keeping sufficient land that has the potential to be used to slow down the flow of surface 

water through engineering or natural means free from development that would prevent such 

use. keeping sites free from development if they have the potential to be used to slow down 

the flow of surface water through engineering or natural means. 

V making sure that developments minimise the impact on water quality and subsequent health 

risks particularly during flooding conditions. 

V protecting and improving local water quality. 

 

Policy MW10: Flood prevention 

Purpose 

4.69. Much Wenlock and surrounds suffers from significant flooding. The two policies in the section 

seek to ensure that flood risk is minimised in Much Wenlock and that adequate drainage is in 

place. 

POLICY MW10: FLOOD PREVENTION 
 
A. Development proposals must be designed to take full account of any existing flood risk, 

irrespective of the source of flooding. Where a site, or its immediate surroundings, has been 
identified to be at risk of flooding, all opportunities to reduce the identified risk should be 
investigated at the masterplanning stage of design. The identified mitigations should be 
subsequently incorporated at the detailed design stage, during construction, throughout the 
lifetime of the development and in respect of other parts of the catchment when compared 
to current use, to reduce the overall level of flood risk. Sites which can deliver flood 
mitigation and reduce runoff to the Town alongside securing wider benefits, including but 
not limited to, residential development/net gains in Biodiversity/formal areas of open 
space, should be supported. 
 

B. Existing watercourses (inclusive of all ditches and land drains) should remain open, and the 
land safeguarded for management of existing flood risk. Development will not be supported 
in existing or potential flood attenuation areas where development would reduce the ability 



Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan 
Submission Referendum Version 

45 
 

of these areas to alleviate flooding by employment of either engineering or natural 
solutions. 

 
C. It is essential that the drainage scheme proposed to support new development:  

 
i. protects people and property on the development site from flooding; and  

 
ii. does not create any additional flood risk outside of the development in any part of the 

catchment, either upstream or downstream; and 
 

iii. the proposed scheme is future-proofed to take account of climate change projections.  
 
D. For all developments, the following approach is supported:  
 

i. no development shall commence until full details of the proposed drainage schemes for 
surface and foul water (including details of their routing, design, and subsequent 
management and maintenance) have been submitted to and approved by the planning 
authority; and  
 

ii. no building shall be occupied until the drainage schemes have been implemented in 
accordance with the approved details; and 

 
iii. parking spaces and driveways associated with new development will be encouraged to 

have permeable surfaces. 
 
E. For major development, appropriate flood warning and evacuation plans must be in place. 
 
F. Infrastructure provision or improvements shall be provided on-site as an integral part of the 

development and off-site (for instance via a S106), at the cost of the developer.  
  

Conformity Reference: NP objectives: 3; Shropshire Core Strategy (2011): CS18; SAMDev Plan (2015): MD2; 

NPPF (2024): 161-164, 170-182 

 

Policy MW11: Sustainable drainage design and management 
 

POLICY MW11: SUSTAINABLE DRAINAGE DESIGN AND MANAGEMENT 
 
A. Development proposals must demonstrate that the sewer network can accommodate the 

additional demand for sewerage disposal, both from the development itself and from 
permitted developments in the area where this can be accommodated within the sewer 
network, either in its existing form or through planned improvements to the system, in 
advance of the construction or occupation of the development. 
 

B. In accordance with the NPPF, surface water drainage on any development must not add to 
the existing site run off or cause any adverse impact to neighbouring properties or the 
surrounding environment/wildlife habitat.  

 
C. Development proposals creating new drainage requirements must demonstrate that 

Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) will be effective and incorporated in any proposed 
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developments. This should allow for above surface water management on site taking 
account of the underlying geology and seasonally high ground water table affecting parts of 
the parish. The concept of SuDS trains, incorporating two or three different surface water 
management approaches is supported. 

 
D. Any drainage scheme must manage all sources of surface water, including exceedance flows 

and surface flows from offsite, provide for emergency ingress and egress and ensure 
adequate connectivity.  

 
E. Development proposals must be supported by a drainage scheme maintenance plan which 

demonstrates a schedule of activities, access points, outfalls and any biodiversity and 
archaeological considerations. The maintenance plan must also include an indication of the 
adopting or maintaining authority or organisation and may require inclusion within a 
register of drainage features.  

 
Conformity Reference: NP objectives: 3; Shropshire Core Strategy (2011): CS16; SAMDev Plan (2015): MD11; 

NPPF (2024): 161-164, 170-182 

Justification  

4.70. The NPPF states that, when determining planning applications, local planning authorities 

should, άΧŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŦƭƻƻŘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΣ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

be supported by a site-specific flood-risk assessment. Development should only be allowed in 

areas at risk of flooding where, in light of this assessment (and the sequential and exception 

tests, as applicable) it can be demonstrated that: within the site, the most vulnerable 

development is located in areas of lowest flood risk unless there are overriding reasons to prefer 

a different location; the development is appropriately flood resistant and resilient; it 

incorporates sustainable drainage systems, unless there is clear evidence that this would be 

inappropriate; any residual risk can be safely managed; and safe access and escape routes are 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΣ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǇƭŀƴΦέ 

4.71. Flooding is a significant local issue. Much Wenlock and the surrounding areas are highly 

susceptible to flooding. The town and surrounding settlements, are effectively situated within a 

ΨōƻǿƭΩ in the landscape, surrounded by higher hills, from which water run-off has frequently had 

devastating effects.  

4.72. The most common cause of flooding is persistent rainfall over many hours, sometimes in a 

season which has been quite wet. Water running off the steep slopes surrounding Much 

Wenlock travels rapidly into the bowl of the town, causing significant flooding. The duration and 

intensity of rain, hail and snow is worsening with climate change and the situation is 

exacerbated by the increased use of hard (impermeable) surfaces.   The intense storm of June 

2023, for instance, lasted no more than 30 minutes but caused terrifying flooding. It is predicted 

that climate change will make such floods more frequent and also more intense and long 

lasting, causing immense damage. 

4.73. As a consequence, Much Wenlock is designated as a High Category Rapid Response Catchment 

by the Environment Agency - the only one in Shropshire ς notably in relation to the Shylte 

Brook, which runs through the town (Figure 10). This means that after heavy rain or rapid 

snowmeltΣ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭƻǿ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǎƻ ǊŀǇƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ŦƭƻƻŘ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜǎ 



Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan 
Submission Referendum Version 

47 
 

or to give adequate warnings to residents. Risk to life, livelihood and property is therefore high. 

Extreme and fast flooding can occur with very little warning, and the depth and speed of flood 

water can increase quickly.  

 
Figure 10: Main runoff paths (blue arrows), watercourses and whole catchment of the Much Wenlock 
and Farley (source: IUDMP, 2011) 

 

4.74. Due to the frequency and severity of past flood events in Much Wenlock in 2010, SC 

commissioned an Integrated Urban Drainage Management Plan (IUDMP) to be prepared for the 

town, which explains the issues at hand. A combination of recommendations included the 

introduction of additional attenuation ponds and improved land practices, improved 

maintenance and increased number of gullies and changes to the drainage network in the 

IǳƴǘŜǊΩǎ DŀǘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ additional attenuation ponds to avoid adverse effects downstream. 

4.75. In November 2017, the Much Wenlock Flood Alleviation Scheme, which seeks to reduce flood 

risk to more than 140 properties, officially opened. The scheme has seen the construction of 

two ponds which catch and store water that could otherwise flood properties, businesses and 

https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/media/5972/much-wenlock-iudmp.pdf
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roads in the town. One pond is on the Sytche Brook to the north west of the town and the other 

is on the Shylte Brook to the south west. The ponds, which will usually be empty, fill during 

times of heavy rain. The collected water is then released in a controlled manner so that flood 

risk downstream is reduced. The ponds, which are now fully operational, will drain down 

sufficiently quickly so that repeat rainfall events can be stored in a similar manner. The scheme 

also includes the restoration of Westwood Quarry on Stretton Road. The Much Wenlock Flood 

Group, formed by a group of interested volunteers, has a vast knowledge of the Shylte Brook 

catchment and how it behaves, and will be a major part of work in the wider community 

regarding the flash flooding issue. 

4.76. Despite the success of the scheme, flooding is still commonplace. The two most damaging 

recent floods both occurred during 2023.  These floods had different origins. The first, in June 

2023, arose following a sudden and relatively short period of geographically limited intense 

precipitation.  While the attenuation ponds reduced the impact of the storm, properties in the 

High Street were badly flooded and traffic on the A458 was brought to a halt by the depth of 

the water.  In October 2023 an even more extensive flood arose following a protracted period 

of persistent, though not intense, rainfall.  Once again, it was properties in the High Street 

which were worst affected.  Without the attenuation ponds, damage might have been even 

more serious.  Those features were shown to be valuable though not sufficient.  

4.77. The areas most badly affected by regular flooding lie at the heart of the Much Wenlock 

Conservation Area. Many of the homes are listed mediaeval buildings, central to the townscape.  

The Conservation Area forms an essential element in attracting visitors and its destruction 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀŘǾŜǊǎŜƭȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ Changing weather patterns will only make 

matters worse and may require the existing IUDMP to be updated. 

4.78. A careful analysis of the origins of the local flood risk was presented in February 2024 to the 

Town /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Strategic Flood Advisory Group, at a meeting chaired by Philip Dunne MP.  The 

findings were accepted as accurate by the representatives of the Environment Agency and SC. 

The nature of the landscape and geology play an important part as does the nature and 

distribution of existing development.  While local action can aid marginally in reducing flooding, 

for example by regular drain clearance, the key to limiting future flooding lies in effective 

development management. 

4.79. It is therefore considered critical that any new built development properly addresses the threat 

of flood risk and ensures, through good design, that it is capable of contributing towards the 

reduction of overall flood risk and can adapt the challenges posed by climate change. This 

would include the use of SuDS but also measures to retain water on site (both rain and grey 

water) to allow its reuse or subsequent release when peak flows diminish. Good design should 

incorporate such systems into new development. 

4.80. The appropriate application of a Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) scheme to a specific 

development is heavily dependent upon the topography and geology of the specific site (and its 

surrounds). Careful consideration of the site characteristics must therefore be given to ensure 

the future sustainability of the adopted drainage system. Severn Trent Water notes that it is the 

responsibility of a developer to make proper provision for surface water drainage to 
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groundwater courses or surface water sewers. It must not be allowed to drain to the foul sewer, 

as this is the major contributor to sewer flooding. 

 

 
Flooding at The Pound and Gaskell Arms Junction 

 

4.81. Natural flood management and the use of SuDS: Incorporating biodiverse SuDS into new 

developments would assist in reducing the amount of rainwater running off into the combined 

sewage system. Table 5 identifies additional natural solutions that should be considered: 

Table 5: Natural drainage solutions 

 

Planting additional trees and hedgerows in 
public green spaces and along verges. 
Soakaway crates can be installed beneath 
trees, which serve to capture excess water, 
slowing its movement until it soaks naturally 
into the earth or taken in by the tree.  
This chimes with the aspiration for a minimum 
20% tree canopy across the area (Biodiversity 
policy). The Much Wenlock Tree Forum is 
heavily involved in supporting tree planting 
locally for this purpose. 

 

Small rain gardens along streets can be created 
to capture surface water before it enters the 
drain.  
 

The use of larger stone and cobbles can assist 

in removing sediment from the water. 

https://e-voice.org.uk/wenlocktreeforum/
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Diverting water courses in the higher hills to 
reduce flow speed and incorporating materials 
to naturally filter the water from materials that 
might otherwise enter the drainage network. 
This is an approach actively supported by the 
Severn Rivers Trust and can incorporate: 
installation of leaky dams to slow flow within 
the watercourses; development of wetland 
scrapes and similar features that can hold 
water during storm events and allow water to 
slowly seep out; reconnection of flood plain 
areas to the rivers to allow an increased area of 
land for temporary water storage; creation of 
woodland to increase absorption of rainfall; 
and development of a green finance model for 
nature based solutions to water resource 
management. 
 

 

The use of ponds as attenuation areas to 
capture surface water. Land in the surrounding 
area to the town could be actively safeguarded 
to act as attenuation areas. The Town Council 
will work with landowners and the Local 
Wildlife Trust to identify suitable locations. 

 

Parking spaces and driveways associated with 
new development should incorporate 
permeable surfaces.  Existing residents will also 
be discouraged from contributing to increasing 
community flood risk by creating new hard or 
impermeable surfaces within their own 
properties. 
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Supporting different ways of farming can 
encourage richer soils. 
This helps to preserve organic matter in the 
soil, which will help improve soil structure, 
water-holding capacity, and overall soil 
health. Soils with higher organic matter 
content can absorb and store more water, 
reducing the volume of water that runs off and 
contributes to flooding. 

 

4.82. Sewerage network capacity ς The current Much Wenlock Place Plan acknowledges the flooding 

problem immediately upstream of the main outfall sewer to the Wastewater Treatment. It is 

therefore recommended for SC to make any planning permission conditional upon the 

sewerage authority (Severn Trent Water) first taking any steps necessary to ensure that the 

public sewer will be able to cope with the increased load. This can be secured through the use 

ƻŦ ΨDǊŀƳǇƛŀƴΩ ǎǘȅƭŜ pre-commencement planning conditions. SC will then determine any details 

submitted pursuant to such conditions in accordance with any views expressed by Severn Trent 

Water. Such conditions would commonly be worded bǊƻŀŘƭȅ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ ΨNo dwelling hereby 

permitted shall be occupied until works to improve the existing public foul sewerage network so 

ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΦΩ  

4.83. The use of Grampian-style pre-commencement planning conditions are considered to be 

particularly helpful in Much Wenlock, given the overall flooding issues, exacerbated by the 

combined sewer/drainage network. Their use by SC would therefore be welcomed. In order to 

inform the justification and application of such conditions, Much Wenlock Town Council will 

continue to work with Severn Trent Water and SC to review the capacity of the Sewage 

Treatment Works and assess whether applications, on an individual basis, require such a 

condition. This is not a policy matter but a non-policy action. 

4.84. In parallel with the MWNP, it is imperative that the organisations responsible maintain drainage 

features, such as ditches, culverts and drains. 

  

https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/media/20552/infrastucture-much-wenlock-place-plan-ev06713.pdf
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OBJECTIVE 4: TRANSPORT AND MOVEMENT 

 

The Plan will support new ways of managing the traffic in and around the town of Much Wenlock 

and enabling active travel by: 

V supporting plans to improve the infrastructure for local walking, cycling and equestrian 

transport, in line with the principles of the 20-minute neighbourhoods. 

V making sure that new developments have enough associated off-street car parking to meet 

current and future needs. 

V safeguarding existing off-street public car parking and support additional car parking to 

alleviate pressure in the town centre.  

V supporting local and strategic traffic management proposals which reduce the number of 

HGV/LGV vehicles travelling through the parish in order to minimise their adverse impact. 

V managing new developments so that they do not have an unacceptable traffic impact on local 

residents. 

V ensuring that traffic impacts at pinchpoint junctions and stretches of road are minimised. 

 

Policy MW12: Improving walking, cycling and equestrian opportunities 

Purpose 

4.85. This policy seeks to enhance opportunities for active modes of transport (notably walking and, 

where feasible, cycling, and equestrian) along routes which are most likely to encourage a shift 

away from the private car for short journeys in and around the parish.  

POLICY MW12: IMPROVING WALKING, CYCLING AND EQUESTRIAN OPPORTUNITIES 
 

A. As appropriate to their scale, nature and location, development proposals should ensure 
safe pedestrian, and where possible cycle, access to link up with the existing footpath 
network, as defined in Figure 12, and the public transport network.  
 

B. The provision of new, or the enhancement of existing, cycle and pedestrian routes that are, 
where feasible, physically separated from vehicular traffic and from one another will be 
strongly supported. Such routes should be of permeable material and ensure that access by 
disabled users and users of mobility scooters is secured.  
 

C. Insofar as planning permission is required, the design and layout of works related to the 
widening of footpaths or the provision of traffic-calming measures should enhance the rural 
character of the town and retain and/or provide hedgerows, trees and soft verges wherever 
practicable. The materials used in such works should be sympathetic to local character, in 
accordance with Policy MW18.  

 

D. Proposals for new segregated bridleways will be supported wherever possible; in all new 
developments existing bridleways must be retained where they exist or, alternatively, new 
or amended bridleway links provided together with safe road crossing points that enable 
connectivity between the town and the wider countryside.  

 

E. Proposals should enable or promote the provision of community transport and car share 
schemes that provide accessible, affordable and responsive transport choice. 

Conformity Reference: NP objectives: 4; Shropshire Core Strategy (2011): CS7; SAMDev Plan (2015): MD8; 
NPPF (2024): 96, 105, 109, 110, 111, 115, 117, 135 
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Justification 

4.86. The community has a high level of concern about the existing amount of traffic in the parish, 

notably into and through Much Wenlock town, where heavy congestion is experienced, 

particularly at peak times.  

4.87. Many people rely on their car for a variety of reasons, for instance, they may have limited 

mobility, they may be transporting young children, carrying larger loads, or simply be short of 

time.    

4.88. Whilst such journeys may be unavoidable, it is important that Ψactive travelΩ (i.e. walking and 

cycling) is enabled and encouraged, particularly for journeys within the Parish and to nearby 

settlements. Active travel ς walking, cycling and recreational horse-riding - brings health 

benefits, both physical and mental, and can assist in reducing congestion and air pollution 

whilst freeing the roads for those who are less able to give up their cars for the reasons stated 

above. 

4.89. Much Wenlock has no dedicated cycling routes, and the historic nature of the area will make it 

difficult to engineer the existing routes to create such routes. Nevertheless, there is scope to 

ensure that provision for cyclists is in place and this is considered in Policy M13 (Public parking 

provision). This includes provision for leisure cyclists that frequently visit and pass through the 

town. 

Promoting Walking 

4.90. There is greater scope when it comes to walking. An aspiration of the MWNP is to promote 

Much Wenlock as a Ψwalkable townΩ. This is a concept promoted by the Town and Country 

Planning Association (TCPA) whereby developments are encouraged to be no more than a 10 

minute walk from key facilities (Figure 11). 

Figure 11: Principles of the '20 minute' neighbourhood (i.e. 10 minutes each way) (source: TCPA) 

 

  

https://www.tcpa.org.uk/collection/20-minute-neighbourhood-case-studies/
https://www.tcpa.org.uk/collection/20-minute-neighbourhood-case-studies/
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4.91. The concept is not intended to stifle development, rather to emphasise the importance of 

enabling and improving connectivity by foot and by bike. New development proposals in the 

parish, which may be allocated in a future Local Plan for instance, should take account of the 

walkable town concept and provide the infrastructure to link new homes to existing facilities to 

encourage active travel. 

4.92. Figure 12 shows the areas that are walkable (one-way from home) within 10 minutes of the 

town centre, as a central point in the town. The concept could be applied to other community 

amenities and leisure facilities, for instance, that are not necessarily located in the town centre. 

4.93. Policy MW12 does not directly comment on the 20-minute neighbourhood. It takes a more 

general approach in advising that development proposals should ensure safe pedestrian, and 

where possible cycle, access to link up with the existing footpath and cycleway network, and 

public transport network, as defined in Figure 12. Nevertheless, proposals which meet the 20 

minutes neighbourhood concept will be particularly supported. This approach overlaps with 

that taken in Policy MW1, which focuses on new development within the Development 

Boundary. Plainly this approach will provide convenient access to the town centre and to the 

main amenities and attractions.  

4.94. Figure 12 also identifies how and where the walking network as a whole can be improved and 

better connected within the town. These improvements could form the basis for funding 

priorities for any developer contributions received and should be considered in partnership with 

Shropshire Council as the Highways Authority. The improvements are summarised in Table 6, 

where numbering corresponds to the map, which also prioritises them in order of urgency. 
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Figure 12: Walkable map (10 minutes each way) taking the town centre as the central point and key improvement points 

  
































































































































