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Foreword

Much Wenlock is a town with a strong sense of identity, history and purpose, and it has embraced
the opportunity to update its existing Neighbourhood Plan. Back in 2013, Much Wenlock created the
first Neighbourhood Plan in Shropshire, leading the waydamraunities to shape development in

their parishes.

The adopted plan runs until 2026, so it is appropriate to have an interim review. As in 2013, the level
of engagement by residents has been remarkable, providing the steering group with a wealth of
perspectives that has shaped every aspect of this plan.

At the heart of our approach has been the delicate balance between preserving Much Wenlock's
unique character and heritage whilst ensuring our town remains vibrant and fit for purpose in the
21st century. Our steering group, comprising both members optltgic and Town Councillors, has
worked tirelessly to craft policies that reflect the aspirations and concerns of our community. Those
whose families have been here for generations and those who have moved to our town and villages
more recently.

Throughout our consultations, we have consistently heard about the importance of sympathetic
development that respects our distinctive architectural legacy and rural setting, protecting those
qualities that make Much Wenlock special. This document reptegr culmination of listening
carefully to residents, landowners, community groups and a range of local organisations. We have
aimed to reach balanced, practical compromises that are both viable and achievable within the
planning framework.

When adopted, this Neighbourhood Plan will provide Much Wenlock, through its Town Council, with
greater significant influence over proposed developments. This means we can better ensure that
future growth aligns with our community's vision and meets itaugee needs. It will also secure

more substantial contributions from developers towards the infrastructure required to support new
development. While the powers granted through a Neighbourhood Plan are not unlimited, they do
provide our community with a sbnger voice in shaping our future.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to everyone who has contributed to this process. Your
passion for Much Wenlock and commitment to its future have made this plan possible.

Cllr Dan Thomas

Chairman, Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
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INTRODUCTION

This document is thluch WenlockNeighbourhood PlagMWNP) It replaces the 201-20236
Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan.

It sets out planning and lardse policyfor the town and wder parish overthe period 2@4 to
2038, forming part of thedevelopmentplan for Shropshire Council (SSC designatetthe
Much Wenlockneighbourhoodareaon 12 Septembe012. The neighbourhood areshares
its boundarywith that of the Parisi{Figurel).

The Plarhas beemrepared in accordance with the Town & Country Planning Act 1990, the
Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, the Localism Act 2011 and the Neighbourhood
PlanningGeneralRegulations 2012 (as amende@ihe TownCouncil, as the Qualifying Body,
set up aNeighbourhood Plan Steering Groapmprising local councillors amdmmunity
volunteers to lead on the preparation of the Plan. In consultation with the commuaitsl
businessesnd othersthe Steering Group hasviewed thevision aml objectivesfor the

future of the designated area and set out how that vision will be realised through planning
land use and development change over the petio@038.

TheMWNPpolicies form part of the developmeiptanfor Shropshire Councnd must be
considered byany interested parties wishing to submit planning applications for development
within Much Wenlockparish The policiealsoset out how land should be considerad

planning terms, locally, arelongside the policies of the local development piam@, material
planning consideration in the determination of applications

The process akviewing theMWNPhas sought taeflect matters that are of considerable
importanceto the local communityWithin each sectiothere is a summary of what the policy
seeks to achieve and a justification, providing the necessary understandiviydhe policy is
neededand how it should be applied. The policies themselves are presented greke

boxes and these will be used to determine planning applicatibmsinderstand the full
context for any individual policy, $hould be eadalongsidethe supporting text and evidence
documents that have been compiled to underpin t&VNP.

Beneath each policy is a conformity referentlesdist the relevantstrategicpolicies in the
adoptedand emerginghropshird_ocalPlandocumentsand theparagraphs of th&ational
Planning Policy FrameworMPPIF(most recently updated in December 2020 whichthe
policy confornsto. Alongside some policies are Community Actions.

The MWNP alsoidentifies local community projects that are not met througlanningpolicy
but which are important to the welbeing of the communityk-inally, the Plasets out the
Community Infrastructure Priorities and a framework for monitoring and implementation.

Note that theMuch Wenlock Neighbourhood Area Design Guidel{Agpendix Clorm part
of formal policy for the MWNP
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Figurel: Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan designated area
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The Planning Polic€ontext

National Planning Policy

1.9 TheMWNP has been prepared in accordance withRPF (mst recently revised ilDbecember
2024). It states:

dNeighbourhood planning gives communities the power to develop a
shared vision for thesrea. Neighbourhood plans can shape, direct and
help to deliver sustainable development, by influencing local planning
decisions as part of the statutory development plidrighbourhood plans
should not promote less development than set out in the strategic policies
for the area, or undermine those strategic policiéeighbourhood plans
must be in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in any
development plan that covers their area)

oéOnce a neighbourhood plan has been brought into faheepolicies it
contains take precedence over existing nstrategic policies in a local
plan covering the neighbourhood area, where they are in conflizhless
they are superseded by strategic or reimategic policies that are adopted
subsequently.

Local Planning Policy

1.10 The policies of the MWNP must be in general conformity with the adopted strategic policies of
the Shropshire Core Strategy (adopted 20aajithe Site Allocations and Management of
Development (SAMDev) Plédopted 2015)

111 ¢ KS { KNRLIAKANB 5S@St2LISyd tfly Ffaz2 O2YLNAa
other supplementary planning guidance.

(s}

+111.12 SC had been working on a review of their Local Plan, which had reached Examination
stage. The Inspector wrote to SC on 17 February 2025 to set out concerns about the soundness
of the plan. SC issued a letter on 13 March 2025, setting out their intentiofthdraw the
tfly FNRY 9EIYAYI{GA2YVDP hy mt WdzZ & wnup {/ Qa C
Plan and it was formally withdrawn from examination on 25 July 2025. On 12 February 2025
{/ Q4 OFoAySG I INBSR GKI G (wtBdradZem&@ngBPigh o0 &S & dz
forms a material consideration in decision making on relevant planning applications, to
support the implementation of the presumption in favour of sustainable development. This
includes planning applications for new development essproposed to be allocated in the
now withdrawn Plan.

1.13 The SCabinemmittee Meeting held on 12 February 20952 1 Sa | ANBSYSyd G KI G
evidence base supporting the draft Local Plan (20088) is a material consideration in
decision making on relevant planning applications, to support the implementation of the



https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/planning-policy/local-planning/core-strategy-2006-2026/#:~:text=We%20formally%20adopted%20the%20Core,%27spatial%27%20vision%20and%20objectives.
https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/planning-policy/local-planning/samdev-plan-2006-2026/
https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/planning-policy/local-planning/samdev-plan-2006-2026/
https://shropshire.gov.uk/committee-services/documents/s39796/Cabinet%2012%20Feb%20-%20Local%20Plan%20and%20NPPF%20Update%20-21012025%201019-104397L22.pdf
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presumption in favour of sustainable development. This will include planning applications for
new development on sites proposed to be allocated in the submitted version of the Local Plan
(20162038) This evidence base has been drawn on to inform policies of the MWNP.

The Shropshire Hills National Landscape Management Plan

1.14 Part of the Shropshire Hills National Landscape (SHNL) falls within the parish, to the west and
north. The remainder of the parish contributes to the setting of the SHbltal authorities
with land in anational landscapare legally obliged under the Countryside and Rights of Way
Act 2000 to produce a Management Plaie Shropshire Hills Management Plan 20094is
used to guide environmental land management and assess the impact of development or
other changes on theational landscape

1.15 The objectives of the Management Plan have been considered in the development of this
Neighbourhood Plan, as has the advice contained irstliie of documents, such as the
Agricultural Building Design Guide

1.16 It is noted that work on &Management Plan 20230is underway.

Communityengagement

1.17 Workon the MWNPReview(Table 1has been guided by the need to engage with lieal
community. Apart from the statutory requirements for public consultation at various stages,
measures to draw in a wider range of contributions includegular newsletter articles, a
parishwide survey,Plan Review exhibitieanddiscussions with groups and individuals in the
parish.Thesesil-werebe set outfully in the Consultation Statementvhich accompanied the

submitted-alongside-thisSubmission Version Plan.

1.18 Tablel: Summary timeline of activity

Date | Milestone Key activities
2023 | Much Wenlock Town | § Funding sought and consultancy support engaged
Councildecides to 9 High level review of existing Plan undertaken to identify
review the MWNP potential amendments and gaps
2024 | Evidence and 1 Dedicated webpage established
engagement 9 Steering Group established
1 Working groups established
1 Community Survey launched
T Community exhibition on review of objectives
1 Housing Needs Assessment prepared
9 Design Guidance and Codes prepared
o 1 Initial draft plan prepared for Strategic Environmental
Pre-Submission Assessment / Habitats Regulations Assessment screening
Version (Regulation 1 Regulation 14 consultation carried out

14) Plan published



https://www.shropshirehills-nl.org.uk/a-special-place/management-plan
https://www.shropshirehills-nl.org.uk/Documents/SHAONB%20Agricultural%20Buildings%20Design%20Guide.pdf
https://www.shropshirehills-nl.org.uk/a-special-place/management-plan/2025-30-management-plan
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2025- | Regulation 16 Plan 9 Submission Version Plan submitted to SC for second roun
2026 | published formal consultation
Examination 1 Plan independently examined
Referendum 1 Plan finalised for Referendum
Tttty WYIFRSQ

Sustainability of the Neighbourhood Plan

1.19 TheMWNP has been screenelly SCto ascertain whether a Strategic Environmental

1.20

Assessment (SEA) is required. The screening document was subject to consultation with
Historic England, Natural England and the Environment Agendiye weeks from 18
September 2024 to 24 October 20ZrheScgeeningDetermination Statemenas concluded

that the MWNPis unlikely to result in significant environmental effects and therefore does not
require a Strategic Environmental Assessment

In addition,i KS aONBSYyAy3a RSGSNN¥AYSR (KFG GKS WI LILINE
processthat ascertains the effect on integrity ahyEuropean Sitg does not need to be

undertaken. This conclusion was sent to Natural England for consideration and their response

is in agreementA copy of the Screening Determination statenwistavailable on théown

Councilwebsite



https://muchwenlock-tc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan-2/
https://muchwenlock-tc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan-2/
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ABOUTMUCH WENLOCK PARISH

Much Wenlock is a small historic Shropshire market town with a wider rural parish area which
runs from the lip of the Severn Gorge down to the south west along Wenlock Eaigef the
western and northern areas asituatedwithin the Shropshire Hills National Landscapéth
the remainder forming part of its setting. Some arefshe parish are nationally geologically
important with a high number of Sites 8pecialScientific Interest.

There are2,907 residents in the parish living in 1,345 homes (2021 cessaesalsd-igure 2.
The main settlement is Much Wenlock itsedfcognised as being associated with the origins of

the Modern Olympic Games due to the meetings and correspondence between William Penny

Brookes and Baron de Coubertin.
Smaller villages and hamlets include Bourton, Homer and Wigwig.

The market towrhas at its heartthe medievalWenlock Fiory (a Scheduled Monumengnd
Guildhall with severalurther medieval buildings in the High St. There are also humerous
listed buildingsncluding within the Conservation Areas of Much Wenlock and Bourton.

There is a healthy High Streand a range of facilities includinghaalth centre and two
schools, alongside many community grogpsering a wide range dafiterests.

Much Wenlock is also one of the most desirable places to live in Shropshire because of the
G026y Qa |jdz t A G AdBtdctive yurlloGtoh ISi©corvénierd for hgrawth

points of Telford and Shrewsbury and being witb@sycommuting distance of the West
Midlands conurbation. It is split by the busy A458 and A4169 carrying rising numbers of
commercial and heavy goods vehicle traffic.

The resulting development pressures and high house prices set a challenge to provide
housing supported by the necessary infrastructute meet local needs in a way that respects
the quality of the town and its rural setting.
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Issues and opportunities for Much Wenlock

2.8. Inconsultation with the communityincluding thetown surveys and visioning and objectives
workshop the following issues and opportunities have been identified:

1 There are approximately 2,900 people living in the parish. In terms of age profile,staere
higher percentage of those aged 65 years and over when compared to Shropshire as a
whole. It will be important that the specific needs of older residents are considered in terms
of housing provision and accessibility, access to services and localdransp

1 The parish is attractive to families and theralso ahigh number of children aged between
5 and 18 years living locally. It will be important to ensure that there are adegumte
affordablehomes suited to the needs of young and growing famikel the provision of
amenities required by this demographic.

1 The parish suffers from significatbdding from a range of source, KA OK A Y LI O a
daily lives when it occur3his is becoming an increasingly frequent event.

9 House prices in the parish are highen compared tdocalincomes.

1 The A458 cuts through thtewn, linking Shrewsbury to Bridgnorth. It meets th&4@9and
B4378 athe Gaskell Arms junction, which is problematic in traffic terms. This pinchpoint
junction experiences heavy traffic at peaks times, including HGVs. Whilst the MWNP has
limited influence over such strategic transport matters, it is something that needs to be
considered carefullgsthe town grows.

1 The parish is rurally locatexhd there is no railway station in the parish, the neareses
being at Shrewsbury and TelfoiBlus transport ifairly goodalthough concerns have been
raised about frequency and reliability of services. This meanatbat residents are
inevitably reliant on their car to get arourathd toaccess services and employment
Inevitablythis has led to a high car dependency, with 88% of residents owning at least one
vehicle. Nevertheless, that leaves 12% of residents without a private car and therefore it will
vital that they can access services either via public transport or byToat.is particularly
the case for the smallemore isolatedsettlements in the parisiMuch Wenlock is
theoretically very walkable for those who are willing and able. Opportunities to optimise
walking routes should be sought

1 Thetown centreand High Stregplay a central role in the life of residents and need to be
supported in terms of its ongoing viability and offering a mixed set of uses.

1 The majority of those in employment travel outside the parish to reach their place of work.
Opportunities forlocally base@&mployment should be supported where possible to reduce
the reliance on outommuting As space for commercial developmernlinsited spacesuch
uses should be safeguarded and where, necessaxgdusedevelopments may offer a
suitable solution.

9 The parish benefits from a very attractive landscapgironmentwithin the setting of the
Shropshire Hills National Landscafiafeguarding th landscape character, the habitats it
supports and themportant green spaces withinis critical

10
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9 The parish comprises a number of settlements, each with their own identity and character.
Maintaining tteir individuaity is something that residents are keen to ensure.

1 The parish is home to a wealth of heritage assets, both above and below ground. These need
to be preserved and celebrated as they add to the story of the parish.

9 Tourism is an important sector and should be managed in a sustainable way.

Figure2: Some statistics about Much Wenlock parish (2021 census)

Age:
. 15 and younger: 14.6%
Population: 16 to 65: 49.1%

2,907 Over 65: 36.4%

Households

Number of Households:
Owned: 67.7%
Socialrent: 14.8%
L ’345 Private rent: 17.4%

households:

Employment

Economically Economically

active: inactive:
48.3% 51.7%

Unemployed:
0.02%

Car and van availability

No car or van: 1+ car or van:

12.0% 88.0%

11
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3. AVISIOMND OBJECTIVESRMUCH WENLOCK

The Communityisionand objectivesfor the Neighbourhood Plan

3.1. The starting point for the review of MWNP was to ensure that the residents were given the
opportunity to shape development and land use until the end of the Plan period in 2038. The
existingvision, encapsulated by the liné/h dzNJ t f | y XontindeNJdo @saiatziBaly
havingbeen defined by the desires, concerns and aspirations of local residents and other
stakeholders of Much Wenlock parish.

3.2. Theplanningpolicies are couched within a series of overarctobgectivesthat stemdirectly
from the views and opinions expressediag¢ consultation events hosted by community
volunteers andhe on-line survey.The objectives arshown inTable 2

Table2: MWNP Objectives

Objective 1: Spatiastrategy andhousing

V developing collaborative partnerships with one or more Housing Associations to bring
forward affordable housing on exception and other sites.

V supportingsmallscale infill sites and conversions within the wider parish.

actively supporting the redevelopment of brownfield sites

V making sure that developments include a suitable mix of housing suited to local need
including dwellings suited to older residents and those with disabilifiess should
includegood accesandsafe or green walking to facilities within the town.

<

Objective 2:The economy and jobs

V safeguardingexistingcommercialand employment landises.

V making sure that existing employment sites are kept for employment use wherever
possible and appropriate.

V supporting newexpandedbusiness premises in suitable locations.

protecting the vitality of Much Wenlock town centre.

V supporting newmixedusedevelopmentsvhere an existing commercial site is
demonstrated unviable, retaining an element of employmsathat where appropriate,
people can combine work and home life.

V encouraging appropriate and sustainable rural tourism activities

<

Objective 3:Reducing flood risk

V recognising the significance of the designation of Much Wenlock as within a Rapid
Response Catchment subject to the Highest Category of flood risk.

V' minimising theémpacts of flooding withiii KS (12 6y Qa 02y a SNII
worst-case flood scenario, by a catchment wide flood attenuation strategy.

VV making a prior assessment, of any impact on flood risk, a key element in preparing fq
AYLX SYSy A2y 2F SIFEOK 2F (GKS O2dzy OAf ¢

12
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V restricting new development to locations least likely to increase flood risk.

V encouraging the development of natulmsed solutions throughout the catchment to
reduce runoff and to slow the flow of surface water.

Y—keeping sufficient land that has the potential to be used to slow down the flow of surf
water through engineering or natural means free from development that would preve
such usekeeping-si : j v hay entiak-to-be-used to

a\VVlalalVVialkiala O\ALO A \WAta hrouah enainearinao aka 2H-eans.

V making sure that developments minimise the impact on water quality and subsequen
health risks particularly during flooding conditions.
V protecting and improving local water quality.

Objective 4: Transport and movement

V supporing plans to improve thenfrastructure for locavalking cyclingand equestrian
transport,in line with the principles of th@0-minute neighbourhoods.

V making sure that new developments have enoagsociated ofbtreet car parking to
meet current and future needs.

V safeguard existing ofétreet public car parking and support additional car parking to
alleviate pressure in the town centre.

V supporting local and strategic traffic managemenbposalsvhich reducehe number of
HGV/LGV vehiclggvellingthrough the parish in order to minimise their adverse impag

V managing new developments so that they do not have an unacceptable traffic impac
local residents

V ensuring that traffic impactat pinchpoint junctions and stretches of road are minimise

Objective 5: Community welbeing

V creatingnew facilities for families, the elderly and young people.

V supportingdevelopments or uses associated with a positive visitor experience.
V protecting existing community buildings and services.

V providingnew public toilet provision to cater for local and visitor needs

Objective 6:Good qualitydesign,local character andheritage

V respectngthe scale, style and setting of the historic townscapes of Much Wenlock (in
LI NI A Odzf I NJ G KS dzyAljdzS OKIF NI OGSNRaGAOA

V makingsure that in Much Wenlock and Bourton, the use of building materials is in ke¢
with those used in their respective Conservation Areas. Elsewhere, new developmen
should use materials which respect their setting and rural environment.

V ensuring that any development or change of the highest quality design.

V ensuring thanew developments will include gardens of an appropriate scale to the

property.

13
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Objective 7: Green and open spaces, local landscape and wildlife

V protecting theexisting areas of green space within the pariad ansuring thatheir
quality and or multifunctionality is improved. It is important that existing spaces be
considered for retrofitting in adaptation for climate change.

V creatingextra areas ohigh-quality green spacewe-createdwithin new developments
V takingopportunities taken to create linkages between sites, address green and pedes
gaps in existing networks, creadf new foot and cycle routes, and wildlibéodiversity

corridors

V ensuring thanew accessible and inclusive green space should exceed or at least me
{ KNRLIAKANB /2dzy OAf Qa adlyRFNR& F2NJ 3INI
designated spaces will be welcomed if they meet the required standards.

V identifyingopportunities to increase potential new green and open spaces for enjoym
of the local landscape and countryside are identified.

V undertakingsympathetic management of the countryside and natural outdoor
environment in and around the parish is undertaken to enhance the quality of the
flyRaOlFLISE AYLINRGS t20Flf 0A2RAGSNRERAGE
quality of life.

3.3. Underpinning the objectives is the need to ensure that all policies contribute to mitigating the
impacts of climate change.

14
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THENEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN POLICIES

OBJECTIVE 1: SPATIAL STRATEGHQUNEING

\Y,

<

The Plan will provide for a limited amount of housing to meet local needs. It will do this throy

developing collaborative partnerships with one or more Hougisgociations to bring forwarg
affordable housing on exception and other sites.

supportingsmaltscale infill sites and conversions within the wider parish.

actively supporting the redevelopment of brownfield sites

making sure that developments include a suitable mix of housing suited to local needs,
including dwellings suited to older residents and those with disabilifiess should include
good accesandsafe or green walking to facilities within the town.

PolicyMW1: Supportingsustainabledevelopment

Purpose

4.1.

This policyseekso ensure thatanydevelopment within theparish is directed to the most
appropriate, sustainable locationshere there is easy access to the miwn services and
facilities. This will help to protect the widsensitivelandscape of thearish and safeguard
against thesprawland coalescencef the individualparishsettlements The policysupports
the re-use of previously developgtirownfield) landin preference to greenfieldt also
supports the concept of compact and walkable neighbourhdodsddress the potential
additional strais of development in thegarish on road systemgarticularly for
developments that are furthest away from timeainfacilities

POLIC¥IW1: SUPPORTING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

A.

Vi.

. itis of a scale and nature appropriate to the character and function of the area, with

. new developmentmust be designed to take full account of any existing flood risk,
iii. it maintains and, where possible, enhances the natural and built appearance and chara

. it is capable of connecting to the primary movemenetwork hierarchy (see Policy M\W2),

Development proposals within thelefined development boundaries (as shown in the most
recent development plan) will be supportedhere they comply with other development
plan policies. Development proposals must meet the following criteria:

particular consideration given to how the proposal ivmitigate any impacts on the
character,and/or visual amenity,and/or tranquillity impact on the Shropshire Hills
National Landscape and its settingnd

irrespective of the source of flooding accordancevith Policy MWL0; and
of the area;and

to support the delivery of the20-minute (10 minutes each wayyalkable neighbourhood
concept;and

it improves where appropriate, the strategic linkages from the site to ti@wvn, focussing
on pinchpointsin accordance with Policy MW214nd

development growth must relate to and be in line with growth affrastructure.
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B. Development proposalsutside the defineddevelopmentboundary (as shown in the most
recentdevelopment plan) will only be supporteahere appropriate consideration is given
to the effect on designated sites andhey-wherethey involve

i. development supported in such locations in national and local planning policigsand

meet-the following-criteria

ii. the proposalis a "rural exceptions schemedeliveredin accordance with Policy MW3
orahd

hiii._where appropriate, it brings redundant or vacant agricultutilor farm buildings or historic
buildings of heritage value back into viableptimal use consistent with their conservation
in a manner that does not cause harm in terms of additional traffic

C. In determining development proposalsubstantial weight will be given to the value of usin
suitable previously developedi§rownfield) land within the developmentboundariesand,
where relevant, in accordance with Policy MW5

Conformity ReferenceShropshire Core Strategy (2011): CS1, CS3, CS4, CS5, CS8; SAMDev Plan (2015): MD1,
MD7a, and b, S13; NPEI024) 7, 8, 29, 61, 73, 82, 83, 836,98, 111, 124, 125, 126, 12830,135, 187

Justification

4.2. The Neighbourhood Plan does not seelaliocate sites for developmeyd position that has
been agreed with SC.

4.3. PolicyMW1, supported by other policies in tH8an seelsto achieve the following in terms
of sustainabledevelopment:

9 focusing development to within the definetbvelopmentboundaries The adopted
settlementpolicyboundaries are shown oRigures4 and 5alongside the statutory
designations in th@arish. Note that minor amendments to tldevelopmentboundaries
may be identified irany futureLocalPlan Review Much Wenlock, as thmain settlement is
the focus for developmenwithin. 2 dzNJilévefo@rient boundaryonly limited infill is
supported Outside thedevelopment boundaries)ew development will be strictly
controlled in line with national policand Core Strategy C8bits successor

1 avoiding flood zones Flooding is a significant problem in Much Wenlda&velopment
should be directed to smaller sites withime developmentboundary avoiding known flood
zones(Figure3). Development outside théevelopmentboundary will be subject to Rural
Exception Site assessmehRtrther detail on floodingnd drainages provided in Polies
MW210and MWL1.
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Figure3: Flood Risk Map (surface water)

B High risk
More than 3.3% chance each
year
Medium risk
Between 1% and 3.3% chance
each year
Low risk

Between 0.1% and 1% chance
each year

9 prioritising the use opreviously developedfownfield)landin preference to greenfield sites
- Brownfield siteswhich may be existing sites that come for redevelopmeraukhbe used
to supportmixeduse developmentwhich could comprise smadcale commercial/light
industrial usescommunity-scale energy regeneratiphousing (notably affordable housing)
and/or those working from homéi.e. space to work within a residenc&here is scope
within the wider countryside to bring back into ugayvacant sites, including agricultural
sites to optimise their use.

1 afocus on smaller sited argescale development igssacceptable to the community and
where new housing is needgtihe consensuss that it should be delivered through smaller
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sitesand where it can be supported by adequate infrastructurkere is an overwhelming
desire to maintain the scale, style and setting of Much Wenlock and to protect the rural
settlements and surrounding countryside from development.

9 conserving and enhancing the historic and natural environmdihteparish is home to a
wide range of natural feature§ o the west, and partially within the parisies the
ShropshireHills National Landscape. There are also a seri8#esd of Special Scientific
Interest (SSS#nd some significant areas of ancient woodlafbngside these natural
features, elements of the historic environment also need protegtingluding Much
Wenlock and Bourton Conservation Aretiee Scheduled Monuments (notably Wenlock
Priory),plusthe designatecand nondesignated heritage assets

9 ensuring that the overall quantum of development does not put an unacceptable strain on
infrastructure capacity, Much of thecoreinfrastructure planning (e.g. schools, GPSs) sits
outside the scope of thtMWNPas it is the responsibility of other organisatiokbwever,
the Planseeks to ensure thatny newmajor developmentas defined in the NPPF, see
Glossary)s carefully masterplanned, witkarlycommunity involvement, to ensure that
adequate facilitiesand infrastructurghat meets local requirementare provided.

1 ensuring that new development is walbnnected to the existingovement network
Improving and adding to this network where possible, to provide accessible, safe and
pleasant pedestrian and cycle links. The Town and Country Planning Association supports
Walkable Neighbourhoodsnd a 10 minute journey timefe-wayfrom home to
destination) § considered optimal. For tiHdWNP, the emphasis is on connectivity and
ensuring that new major development improves the strategic links withimptaésh, to help
unlock identified pedestrian and vehicular pinchpoints. Theselaseribedmore fully in
PolicyMW14.

4.4. Figures4 and 5showthe parish the adopted settlement policy boundaries and the extent of
statutory designations that exist in the Parish.
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Figured: Map showing development boundaries within the Parish and other key statutory
designations
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Figureb: Map showing development boundaries within the Parish and other key statutory designdlank Wenlock town
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PolicyMW2: Meetinglocalhousing needs

Purpose

4.5. This policyseeksto ensure thathousing delivered in Much Wenlock medt® specifichousing
needs of the parislin terms of size, tenure, affordability and the needs of people at different
stages of their lives.

4.6. Definitions of the different types of affordable housing are contained in the Glossary.

POLIC¥IW?2: MEETING LOCAL HOUSING NEEDS

A. Other than in development designed to meet an identified specialist housing need, the m
of housing sizes, types, tenures, and affordability in proposed development should, in so
as is reasonably practicable and subject to viability, assist in meetiagds identified in the
most recently availabléMluch Wenlock Housing Needs Assessmeit appropriate to their
scale, nature, and location, development proposals for residential use should respond
positively to the following principles:

i. new housing should focus on smaller and modesized dwellings (33 bedrooms)
includingaccommodation that is arranged on singlelevel, suited to downsizersand

ii. all new residential development within the neighbourhood area must provide a
quantity of affordable housing in line with the requirements contained within the
Shropshire Core Strategyr its successarAffordable homes shouldbe tenure-blind and
well-integrated with market housingand

iii. supportproposals that enable greater affordability uplifts and prioritishose with a
local connection to Much Wenlock Parish (see Glossary) and key workers (such as t
use of First Homes); and

iv. the tenure ofaffordable units should meet the specific needs of tharish,reflecting a
70 (affordable housingor rent):30 (intermediate housing for purchase) tenure split

B. Residential development that could reasonably be expected to meet the needs of older
people (by virtue of its size and location) should demonstrate how it has reflected the
Housing our Ageing Population Panel for Innovation (HAPPI) principtesthe guidance
O2y Gt Ay SR Dehmeiti&ahd tenh planGriy: Céeating better environments for
people living with dementid@ @

C. All dwellings specifically designed for older people or those with disabilities or special ne
will be built to the M4(3) (wheelchair user dwellings) standard within Building Regulationg
On sites of 5 or more dwellings, at least 584l be built to the M4(3) (wheelchair user
dwellings) standard within Building Regulations and a further 70% of the dwellings will be
built to M4(2) (accessible and adaptable dwellings) or higher standard within Building
Regulations, unless sitepecific facbrs indicate thatstep-free access cannot be achieved.
Development proposalshat supportan uplift in this provision will be particularly
supported.

D. Subject to the other policies of this plan, proposals for selhd custom build housing will be
supported.

Conformity ReferenceNP objectivesl; Shropshire Core Strategy (201CS11; SAMD&lan (2015): S13;

NPPK2024) 61-66,71, 73,74,82-84
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Justification

4.7. ltis important that any new residential development withituch Wenloclkparish addresses
local housing needsoficy CS1 Type and Affordability of Housihgf Adopted Core Strategy
(2011)statesthat ¢an integrated and balanced approach will be taken with regard to existing
and new housing, including type, size, tenure and affordadility

4.8. Tounderstand local housing negublicy, aHousing Needs AssessméHNA) contained in the
Evidence Baseyas prepared foMuch Wenlockn March 2024 informed by thework of the
Strategic Market Housing Assessm2@0(Part 1 Part 9 at the strategic level as well as
national datasets and population forecashis.addition,feedback fronlocal residents was
gathered Thefindingsrevealed the following:

4.9. There is an imbalance of property sizes available witMuich Wenlock Much Wenlock has a
large proportion of detached homes (46.3% of the stock in 2021).-8et@ached homes

account for around one quarter of the stock with terraces accounting for 20%. There is a smaller

proportion of flats at 7.2%lhere are approximately 190 singdével dwellings, which accounts
for approximately 15% of dwellings locally or 1 in 7 horiiégse represent an important
resource for those wishing to downsize later in life.

4.10. The vast majority of dwellings within Much Wenlock have 3 or more bedrooms with 28.7%
having 4 or more. Smaller tb 2-bedroom properties account for just over 30% of the stock,
with just 7.7%l-bedroomproperties. This corresponds to a smaller stock of flats and terraces
within Much Wenlock as discussed above.

4.11. Most households in the parish have more bedrooms than they need, notably amongst older
households. This does not imply that these older households should downsize; many will be
occupying homes that meet their lifestyles, including caring for grandchiltieing family

stay, continuing to pursue their interests (and even working in later life and needing a space to

work or study). However, some may be interested in downsizing so it is useful to consider
whether there are suitabléocaloptions.

4.12. Equally, the lack of smaller homes makes it more difficult for first time buyers to purchase
locally. This is evidenced the fact that jst 18.7% of households in Much Wenlock are families
with dependent children. This compares to 21.8% in Shropshire and 25.8% in England as a
whole. Much Wenlock hasrelatively low share of families with children.

4.13. The HNAsuggests that a range of dwelling sizes are needed in Much Wenlock over the plan
periodbut with a focus or2- to 3-bedroom sized home@able3). This aligns to th&hropshire
SHMA 2020, which also anticipated that the largest proportion of homes over the projection
period in the SHMA (2018038) would be for ®edroom properties
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Table3: Indicativedwelling size mix fdvu

Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan

SubmissiorReferenduniersion

ch WenlocKoverall housing on site)

: . Balance of new
Number of Mix in 2011 Current mix Suggested mix housing to reach
bedrooms (2021) 2038 d .

suggested mix

1 8.2% 7.7% 7.6% 7.3%
2 23.2% 23.2% 25.8% 34.1%
3 41.4% 40.5% 43.7% 53.9%
4+ 27.2% 28.7% 22.9% 4.7%

4.14. The adoptedCore Strategy (201 Pplicy CS1Tequires 33%affordable housing Inlight of the
historicshortfall in affordable housing delivery in Much Wenldble HNA finds there to be

robust evidence of need for affordable housing in Much Wenlock, and every effort should be

made to maximise delivery where viable

GABS GSydzNBblefAE T2 NJ adzOK
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Table4: Indicative tenure for Much Wenlock

Tenure Indicative mix
Routes to home ownership, of which 30%

9 First Homes 25%

1 Shared ownership 0-5%

1 Rentto Buy 0-5%
Affordable Housing for rent, of which 70%

i Social rent

To be set byregistered Providers

1 Affordable rent

To be set by Registered Providers

4.16. The introduction of First Homgsesents an opportunity for local authorities to require higher
discounts on these affordable homéatermediate housingjor sale, where the need can be

evidenced localland where viableWithin Much Wenlockthe HNA reveals that there would be

a benefit to raising discountsip to 50% where viablen anyFirst Homes delivered as part of
the affordable housing on the sitg® enable those in singlperson median and lower quartile

earnings the opportunity to enter th

4.17. Opportunities to deliver affordable homes include bringing forward a rural exception site and

Policy MW3 provides detail on this.

e housing market

4.18. Ahigher percentage adlder households is expected by the end of the Plan pefibe older
population (age 75+) is expected to make up 25% of the population of Much Wenlock in 2038
compared to 18% in 2022 strong response from older residents who attended the
community consultation events that sheltered or housing suitable for older residents was a high

priority.
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4.19. There is a total of 60 units of specialist housindhm parishat present, with the majority
available forsocialrent (35 homes) and the remainder for ownership (25 homes). All are
described as age exclusive or retirement housing and do not have onsite care

4.20. In relation to accessibility,uilding regulations includetree categories of dwellings:
a. M4(1) Category 1: Visitable dwellings.
b. M4(2) Category 2: Accessible and adaptable dwellings.
c. MA4(3) Category 3: Wheelchair user dwellings.

4.21. M4(1) is mandatory for all new dwellings unless one of the optional requirements M4(2) or
M4(3) applies. M4(2and M4(3) apply where a Local Plan introduces such a requirement.
BEvidence that had been prepared for the (withdrawmcal PlafReviewsuggestegroposed
specific provision requirements for these rasponse to the aging population in Shropshire as a
whole.

4.22. It is considered that such needs will be more nuanced in Much Wegleek the age profile
here when compared to Shropshire as a whiterefore Policy MW2 supporta more
prescriptiveapproach, anén upliftto this wherepossible

4.23. To best meet the needs tfiis demographicit should be considered whether new homes are
gStf GFAf2NBR G2 2f RSNJ LJIS2LJ) SQ& NBIljdZANBYSyia A
accessibilityln addition, he cHousing our Ageing Population Panel for Innovation (HAR&S)
since 2009, developed a series of principles for good design of hayemnegally Many of the
principlesare recognisable from good design generatipod light, ventilation, room to move
around and good storaged dzii (G KSe& KI @S LI NI AOdz I NI NBt S@I yOS
housing which needs to both offer an attractive alternative to the famié@nd be able to
adapt over time to meet changing needse ten principles are:

1 Space and flexibility

Daylight in the home and in shared spaces
Balconies and outdoor space

Adaptability and 'care ready' design
Positive use of circulation space

Shared facilities and 'hubs'

Plants, trees, and the natural environment
Energy efficiency and sustainable design
Storage for belongings and bicycles

i External shared surfaces and 'home zones'

= =4 =4 =4 -4 4 - -9

4.24. Housing should be designed to support the needs of those living with disabilities. The Royal
¢t26y tfFyyAy3d LYRINIOWAIASIQAEl yVARIZARYE ¢/ VOSLI Yy Ay 3IY [ N
SYPANRYYSy(Ga F2NJ LIS ZHalildSnfofmipl@niniigappticatiods. RSY Sy G A | €

4.25. Theadopted @re Strategy(2011)policies also encourage the development of gwlild
properties for local need on suitable plots both within and adjacent to the development
boundary and thevWNPsupports this approach.
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Policy MW3: Rural Exception Sites
Purpose
4.26. This policyprovides thecriteriaagainst which rural exception sites should be considered.

POLICY MW3: RURAL EXCEPTION SITES

Proposals for small scale rural exception sites outside the development boundaries will be
supported subject to the following criteria:

i. they comprise up to 8 dwellings; and

ii. the proposals contribute to meeting the affordableousingneeds of people with a
strong local connectiorand in accordance with Policy MW2nd

iii. the development is subject to an agreement which will ensure thatémains as
affordable housing for people with a strong local connection in perpetuity; and

iv. the proposals would not have a significant impact on the surrounding rural landsca
and the landscape setting of any settlement in the plan area; and

v. the development is appropriate in terms of its scale, character and location with the
settlement to which it is associated. Open market housing will only be permitted
outside the Much Wenlock development boundary where this type of development
can be demostrated to be essential to ensure the delivery of affordable housing as
part of the same development proposalhe exception would be crossubsidy
exception schemes, where 30% open market housing will be supported in order to
enable 70% affordable housing

Conformity ReferenceNP objectivesl; Shropshire Core Strategy (201€S11; SAMDev Plan (2015): MD7a,
S13;NPPK2024) 61,63-65,82-84

Justification

4.27. Historically, local Housing Associations have not bought sites or built homes in the yahish,
they have expanded their stock through acquisitions within market development sites. In order
to meet identifiedaffordable housing needs (as evidenced in thgch WenlockHNA)the
MWNPseeks a new way of working to bring forward srsakle social rented and affordable
housing on exception sites through collaborative partnerships with local Housing Associations
(or equivalent mecanisms)and Shropshire CouitcThis positive approach will provide greater
certainty and local control over delivery to meet specific local needs.

4.28. To ensure that houses on exception sites meet local needs for people with a strong local

A 2 4 A 9~ P

O2yySOiAzyT 200dzLdryiia Attt 0SS SELISOGSR (2 YSSI
WKS ¢81JS YR | TTI@®&RMPAdSRBE. & 2F | 2dzaAy3IQ

4.29. Since 2013, with the adoption of tleriginalMWNP, 26 affordable social rented and shared
equity homes have been brought forward on one exception site within the Neighbourhood Plan
area.
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Policy MW4: Infill developmenand conversions

Purpose

4.30. This policy sets out theriteria against whicimfill development and conversions of existing
propertiesshould be assessed.

POLICY MW4: INFILL DEVELOPMEENDT CONVERSIONS

Within the development boundaryand within Bourton,housing infill development will be
supported whereit contributes positively to local character and wheri helpsto meet local
housing needs. Within the conservation areas of Much Wenlock and Bouitafil

development should conserve or enhance the special architectural and historic character of
these settlements Adequate offroad parking space must be provided, in accordance with
Shropshire Parking Standards.

Conformity ReferenceNP objectivesl; Shropshire Core Strategy (201€S1, CS3, CS4; SAMBlawn (2015):
S13, MD3NPPK2024) 61, 73, 75

Justification

4.31. Infill involves the development of a small gap in an otherwise Jopilfrontage. It usually
consists of drontageplot only and often comprises the side gardens of existing houses.

4.32. In recent years, infill sites have provided a steady supply of housing. This trend is likely to
continue but the MWNP allows for the numbers to be kept under review to ensure that
sufficientdevelopmentis coming forward to meet local needsreview mayalsobe triggered
by national changes in policy, updated information on housing needs or issues raised by the
public, private or third sector regarding the operation of the MWNP. Much Wenlock Town
Council has resolved to review the Riaithin five years.
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OBJECTIVE 2: THE ECONOMY AND JOBS

The Plan will help business create jobs by:

V safeguardingexistingcommercialand employment landises.

V making sure that existing employment sites are kept for employment use wherever possi
and appropriate.

V supporting new/expanded business premises in suitable locations.

protecting the vitality of Much Wenlock town centre.

V supporting new mixedise developments where an existing commercial site is demonstrat
unviable, retaining an element of employment so that where appropriate, people can con
work and home life.

V encouraging appropriate and sustainable rural tourism activities

<

PolicyMW5: Commercial development

Purpose

4.33. Beyond retail provision, there is only a modest amount of existing commercial/industrial space
within the town and wider parish. It is important that such employment land provision remains
available, if needed. The policy seeks, ideally, to protect comaiexctivities and employment
at these spaces. Where this does not prove sustainable, the policy prioritises mixed use
redevelopment, to enable the delivery of housing to meet local needs, alongside compatible
commercial/employment uses.

4.34. The policynotes that 0.75ha ofand at site EMP{Stretton Roadjs allocated foemployment
usein the Shropshir€€ore StrategyShould such a use not be viable on this site, alternative
commercial space will need to be considereainy the future Local Plaio ensure that
adequate commercial employment laifdp to 2ha as per thetrategicrequirement) is provided
in the parish.

POLICY M8l COMMERCIADEVELOPMENT

Protecting existing employment

A. Insofar as planning permission is required, proposals for a change of use wiiim EMP1,
and/or an existing Employment Site and/or commercial premises (as showrrigure7) to a
use and operation that does not provideany employment opportunities, will not be
supported unless it can be demonstrated that the commercial premises or land:

i. has not been in active use for at least 12 months; and
ii. has no potential for either reoccupation or redevelopment fagolely employment
generating uses as demonstrated through the results of:
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a. marketing campaign lasting for a continuous period of at leagtmonths and a
supplemental report evidencing the marketing undertaken and the market respon
and

b. a detailed valuation report assessing the viability of the land and buildings
employment use

Where these criteria are demonstrated,eyelopment proposals for hosingon such sitesEigure
7) will be supported in accordance with Policy MW2nly where this can be achieved as part
a broader package afompatiblecommercid and otheruses such as community and green spaq

Supporting new employment

B. Development poposals to expand existing employment premises, and/ or proviuew start-
up business spaceincluding office/workshop space and statip units on flexible terms will
be supported,including in former agricultural buildinggrovided that:

i. there is no adverse impact on the character and nature of the surrounding area from vi
or operational impacts or on nearby occupiers of existing premises or residern
properties; and

ii. the proposal would not have significant harmful impacts on the surrounding landsc;i
and the wider setting of the townand

iii. the proposal would not have any significant harmful impacts on the ecological setting
the site; and

iv. the proposal forecasttraffic generation would not have an unacceptable traffic impa
on the wider town and the capacity and operation of its highway networkaying
particular regard to HGV,sand

v. the site would not cause or exacerbate flooding.

Conformity ReferenceNP objectivesl, 2, Shropshire Core Strategy (201€S13, CS14; SAMDev Plan (2015):
MD9, S13NPPK2024) 85, 86 88, 89 96, 125

Justification

4.35. With no railway station in the parish, the majority of those -@ommuting are doing so by car.
Over a third (37.5%) of those in employment travel at |d&¥m to reach their place of work

(2021 census). Many of these are driving to the nearby settlements of Telford, Shrewsbury and
Bridgnorth, where work is more readily available.

4.36. Of those working in the parish, approximately 32% work from home, with others employed in
agriculture and farming, retail and other service industriesilltbe important to ensure that

for thoseworkinglocally,the infrastructure existg, particularly in terms of broadbanand

mobile availabilityq to serve their needsSuch provision falls outside the scope of the MWNP
but work with partners including mobile and internet provides is included as goboy action

in Section 7 of this Plan.

4.37. Protectingexistingand providing new space for employment is considered important to ensure

that there are opportunities locally for work.

4.38. 0.75 ha of land at Stretton Roa@®ne site of 0.75ha Land at Stretton Road, is identified in the
Local Plan as commercial employment l#dRidjure 6) This is also the only brownfield site in the
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of an environmentally sensitive area andre will be needed to ensure that there are no

adverse effects (including through lighting) and that landscaping should enhance the network

where possible in line with Shropshire Core Strategy Policy CS17. Any development on

previously undevelopedyfeenfield land area®f this site would be subject to an Ecological

Assessment.

4.39. Should the site be redeveloped into uses that do not comprise wholly commercial space,
additional commercial land should be identified in the Local Plan to ensure that there is no
overall net loss of commercial employment land in the paridtis would need to be at a site
suitable for such development, as expressed in the Policy.

Figure6: Employment SiteEMP1

"/ = 7
> £ Neighbourhood Plan boundary £
[ pevelopment Boundary (adopted) i

[ EMP 1 A
Shropshire Hills National Landscape 7=
SSS1 f i/
Ancient woodland |
Qa""(:- -

Marys~Hqu\s?

Crown pyright and datag/m rights 2024

4.40. Other commercial sitesThere are few sites beyond agricultual useswithin Much Wenlock
which are dedicated to commercial activifigure?).

4.41. Development proposals on all commercial sites will need to be able to demonstrate that they
do not have an unacceptable impact waffic movements in the townpaying particular regard
to HGVsA transport assessment would be the most appropriate way of dwirig should be
noted, however, that the site was previously included in a land allocation for employment use
in the Bridgnorth Local Plan in 2005, since when there has been little interest in its
development. It appears, therefore, that some-frpnt public or private investment will be
required to facilitate its use anfd / $taement of intent offers assurances that this will take
place. Unless this investment is made, there will be a significantly increased risk of the Core
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Strategy policy failing to provide for local employment to balance housing allocations and avoid
creating a town increasingly dependent on commuting.

Giventhe limited availability of land within the development boundary, brownfield sites should
be prioritised for employment uses. Redevelopment proposals should focus on retaining and
enhancing the existing commercial and industrial character of these areas. Where appropriate,
the intensification of employment uses on brownfield sites should be explored tinmimjob
opportunities within the existing settlement area. This approach will help to protect and create
local jobs, reduceut-commuting, and promote a sustainable local economy

Given therelativelack of brownfield sitewithin the development boundaryspecial

consideration should be given to proposals for mixed use (employmesitlentialetc.), where
this would optimise brownfield land use and potentially negate the need to identify greenfield
sites beyond the development bounddiyr such usesas per PolicMW1 (Location of
Development)Mixed usesshould retain an element oEommercialsee Appendi®d) alongside
residential (notably affordable residentiajnd other uses compatible with wotk/ing. The
protection ofan element of employment withithese stesand, where appropriatesupport for
new employment opportunities locally will not only provide greater prospectsesidents to
access jobkcallybut will ensure that these are sustainable in terms of the patterns of
commuting that they generate

Outside the settlement boundary, there are agricultural businesses, and also a number of
former quary siteswhich provide valuable emgyment now, such as Lime Green and Edge
RenewablesThese should be supportetihe conversion of agricultural buildings to commercial
properties is supported subject to Policy M\&idd where traffic generation, notably HGV, is at
an acceptable leveAny such developments need to mitigate flood impacts, as per the policies
in this MWNP.
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Figure7: Map showing allocated site EMP1 and other existing commercial sites
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PolicyMW6: Protecting and @hancing therole and setting of Much Wenloctown centre
Purpose

4.45. This policy seeks to support uses that will enable an economically vibrant, miseiwn
centre inMuchWenlock attracting additional footfall, enhanciritg historicsetting, improving
accessibilitandimprovingoverallthe look and feel of the public area.

POLIC¥IW6: PROTECTING AND ENHANJING ROLE AND SETTINGMOEH WENLOCK
TOWNCENTRE

A. To secure the ongoing vitality dfluch Wenlocktown centre High Street, Barrow Streednd
Wilmore Street Figure8), proposals which protect, enhance and promote a diverse range
town centre uses (Uses C1, and F2and Sui Generjsg including retail, leisure,
commercial, office, tourism, cultural and communitywill be supported, subject to the other
policies in this Neighbourhood Development Plan.

Upper floor residential

B. Proposals that offer opportunities for housing on otherwise underused upper floors will b
supported, both where separate access can be achieved and where these are shown to
no longer suitable for commercial use.

Existing retail premises

C. The permanent change of use of Classes C1, BFEZind Sui Generito other uses will only
be supported where the following can be demonstrated:

i. the proposed use will maintain the vitality and viability dfluch WenlockTown Centre;

ii. the premises in question have not been in continuous active use for at least 12 consec
months; and

ii. the Class E retail premises have no potential for either reoccupation as demonstrated
through the results both of a full viability report and a marketing campaign lasting for a
continuous period of at least 6 months.

Temporary uses

D. The use of Class E, F1 and F2 premises for temporary uses will be supported. Such use
Ay Of dzZRS WL L) dzZlJQ &aK2LJA | yR Odzf GdzNF £ = ONJ
basis or for specific events.

E. Such uses must demonstrate that they will not have a detrimental impact on the amenity
neighbouring uses, particularly residential through excessive noise and pollution.
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F. Such uses will generally not be considered appropriate if the operation of the business
requires such large amounts @khicle parking in order to function unless sufficienff-
street parking arrangements have beamplemented

Reuse of historic buildings

G. The reuse of historic buildingaithin Much WenlockTown Centre for activities that will
enhance the vitality and viability of th@ own Centre will be particularly supported. This
could include community uses, eating places, retail or business. Any associated physical
alterations should be sympathetic to the historic and architectural significance and chara
of the building concerned.

Public realm

H. Development proposals to enhance the public realmNtuch WenlockTown Centre will be
supported where this will not result in the demolition of or significant detrimental impact t
existing heritage assets. Proposals which enhance the pedestrian experience will be
supported including:

i. the widening of pavements;

ii. the consolidation of street clutter and superfluous signage, including provision of
signage that will improve pedestrian links between the retail areas aldtigh Street
and BarrowStreet

ii. the inclusion of cycling facilities;

iv. the reinforcement ofthe distinctive character of the area, as set out in PoliyV18
(Design and character of development) including through the use of planting, seati
and installation of public art, celebrating the heritage and history of the parish; and

v. the confirmation thatdevelopment proposals should contribute to improved
wayfinding and signage for the parishs appropriate to their scale, nature and
location, provided that they can be satisfactorily integrated within their surroundings

Conformity ReferenceNP objectives2; Shropshire Core Strategy (201C515SAMDelan (2015)MD10a,
MD10kh NPPR2024) 90,96, B, 101, 103131-141

Justification

4.46. Much Wenlock's popularity @soth a local centre and a visitdestination’ stop-off point
meansthat there is afairly significantevel of footfallin the town centrethroughout the year,
supporting a mix of uses includisgops, cafeandvisitoraccommodation

4.47. Ameetingwith local traders operating businesses in then centreidentified the following
concerrs.

9 Car parking; There are only a few car parks serving the High Street and these aresfiadlly
and also gpensive This makes it challenging to those people wantinggop-and-shobr
visit for the whole dayit also makes it difficult for those arriving by car to attend town
events, such as th€hristmas Fayrdecause of the inability for people to arrive by car.
Whilst it is an aim of this MWNP to promote walking (and, where possible, cycling) locally,
this is not an option for everyone and certaitiie majority of visitors to the parish arrive by
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car due to the lack of local railway station and reliable bus rowtdditionalaccessible and
well signposteabff-street car parking provision is supported in Policy MW13.

1 Active promotion of the High Streethere was a feeling thanore could be doing more to

promote the High Street to both residents and visitdree town is very quiet on bank
holidays for example.

1 Challenges iemploying staffpther thanstudents,particularly onweekdays.
' Public toilets; The facilities located iff i a BréNdftéhBrokenor vandalised. There is a

need to ensure fully working, accessible toilets.

91 Dog fouling
1 Inadequate signage in the car patksthe main local destinations.
1 Competition fromneighbouring larger settlements, notaldridgnorth, Telford and

Shrewsburywherethere is a greater choice of facilities including larger supermarkets.

1 Competition fromonlineretailers, such a®mazon

Business owners felt that hostimgarketsq differentiated from those selling products already
available in the High Streetouldassist in raising footfall. TleeirrentMade in Shropshire
Markets areconsidered to be helpful but could be better promotéd.addition, more events
aimed at ebroader range of peoplerere citedin particular to draw in families and young
people.

There was also a caflore generally to improve the attractiveness of thiigh Sreet, for
instance the use of buntingttractive planting (for instance ireye-catchingcontainers) and so
forth.

Looking to the futurethe following priorities have been identified:

Support uses that will enable an economically vibrant, mixeetown centre: To protect the
diverse architectural, historical and environmental qualities oftthwen centre in Much
Wenlock and promote a mix of uses that will draw footfall and reinforcedle centre as the
heart of the community. Priorities include:

1 Resisting the change of use of retail units, public houses and other community uses to

housing, which would gradually erode the core of Much Wen(sek AppendiA).
1 Continuing to focusesidential uses at first floor level and above (where this is

accessible and adaptable to changing needs) provided there is no adverse impact on the

road.

1 Ensuring that proposals for development or alteration to retail units in the High Street
conserve or enhance its historic character.

1 Supporting opportunities for new or replacement tree planting in the street scene
where it can be achieved without reducing sightlin€seyshould be selected to reflect
native species, colour etc.

1 Supporting the provision of additionaff-streetcar parking space

1 Supporting§ Y LJ2 NI NdzLJO & LBKR LIAE 6 KAOK OFy LINROPARS

number of homeworkersas well as discouraging lotgrm empty units.

Improve the look and feel of the public ared$iese need to be pedestridriendly, safe,
accessible and attractive. Priorities include:
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1 Reducing the negative effects of car movemehteugh the High Streein partnership
with Shropshire CounciThis could incorporate traffic calming measures and to
Ay@SaaAariS FSFrarAoAtAde F2NI I aakKlFINBR aLJ OS
cars and people.

9 Provision of additional outdoor seating.

Installing public art that reinforces thastory of the parish.

1 Reducing superfluous clutter in terms of bollards, bins etc. Where these are required,
there needs to be a consistency in design to reflect the local character.

1 Introducing additional markets to the town centre, potentially in conjunction with local

suppliers, such dscal produce.

=

4.53. Signageaccessibilittand functionality In order to encourage a pedestridinst approach to the
town centre and assist visitors arrivifigm further afield.Priorities would include:

1 Restrictingvayfindingsigns to those which convey essential information.

9 Signage designed to be accessible and reinforce local character. Further guidance is
F@FAfFOofS FTNRBY | AStréedsNok AD: Advicedfor HighRay and @ubig | £ S i
Realm Works in Historic Places

1 Promoting accessibility, for instance by applyingghélanceadvicecontained in the
wetLQad FdARFIYOS FTAYSR G LXFYYyAy3d ySAITKO 2 dz
well as measures to assist other disabilities.

9 Considering restricting ostreet parking along the High Street to disabled bays only, to
improve safety along the narrow pavements here.

1 Upgrading the existing public toilets to a design that would reduce vandalism.

Supporting the upgrade of toilets to Changing Place requiremgets Policy MW17

and AppendiB).
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Figure8: Much Wenlock Town Core
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Potential action:Shared space/ traffic calming in the town centre

In order to offer a more pleasant pedestrian experience for residents and the visitors to the {
the creation of a shared spaoghichwould giveequal priority to pedestrians, cyclists and
vehicles in the lower part of the High Street, and the area by the Square, the Guikigarfk9),
could be explored.

This could draw from theuccess of this idea in other places, for instance Dawley, Poynton in
Cheshire, and in similar small historic towns to Much Wenlock further afield, for example the
Netherlands.

Altering the pavement and road surfaces slows vehicle traffic and ensures that all road user
understand that they do not have priority and must show one another consideration.

Consideration also needs to be given to providing disabled parking in the town centsecure,
coveredbicycle racksind other infrastructurdor cyclists in the Squar&ans were drawn up in
2020 for cycle racks lifle museum/Spaarea,in space where they would not impede
pedestrians and would not be visually intrusi®ich a scheme could be revisited.

To ensure road users appreciate the change in use of the road network on approach to the
space, we suggest additional traffic calming on Barrow Street and Sheinton Street such as
chicanes with traffic giving way e.g. Bridge Réddnters and wider pavements with benches

36



Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan
SubmissierReferenduniVersion

would encourage more people to walk into town, especially from the Hunters Gate area whe
feedback has told us many older residents struggle with existing pavement surface, width af
camber.

Figure9: Potential for shared space and traffic calming
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Policy MWZ: Promoting sustainable rural tourism

Purpose
4.54. The attractive locatioof the parish, within the setting of the Shropshire Hills National

Plan

on

Landscape and with its proximity to a great number of regionally and nationally significant
visitor attractions, presents an opportunity for the parish to develop itself as both a destination
and base for sustainable rural tourism.

POLICY MW PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE RURAL TOURISM

A. Development proposals thasupport the aims of theShropshireDestination Management

Planwill be supported. This includesew or expanded sustainable rural tourisirelated
facilities, recreational enterprises, visitor accommodatigaubject to Policy MW8)
attractions, and activities to encourage day and staying visitoFse reuse of historic
buildingsfor suchactivities will be particularly supported. Any associated physical
alterations should be sympathetic to the historic and architectural significance and charag
of the building concerned

. As appropriate to their scale, nature and location, development proposals for tourism
development(includingUseClassC1 hotels and other built accommodatigishould meet the
following criteria:

i. the proposal should seek to support and provide sustainable employment;

ii. the proposal should seek to promote the production and consumption of local produg
and materials

ii. the siting, scale and design should be informed by, and positively contribute towards
landscape character, natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage and must not
adversely affect the amenity, appearance, character, and historical significance of th
area, including theShropshire Hills National Landscaped its setting;

iv. there aredemonstrable economic and social benefits to the proposals;

v. sufficient off-street car parking is provided, in line with Shropshire Parking standards
and

vi. there is no significant detrimental impact on the existing community.

C. Proposals that would result in the loss of all or paot tourism related facilities will not be
supported unless it can be demonstrated that it is:

i.  notviable, or unlikely to become commercially viable; and
ii. it has been the subject of appropriate marketing for a period of at least 18 months
consideration has been given to other alternative commercial uses

ar

Conformity ReferenceNP objectives2; Shropshire Core Strategy (201C516 SAMDev Plan (201WtD11;
NPPR2024) 85,88, 89
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Justification

4.55. TheShropshire Destination Management Plaas thefollowing Vision:a { K NB LJA KA NB g A f €
sustainably managed destination that welcomes the curious and the adventurous to explore
its outstandingly beautiful natural landscapes and internationalilgcognised built heritage in
a way that safeguards these precious assets now and for future generations. It is a place
where world-changing ideas were born and are celebrated, and it continues to display a
refreshing independence of thought and spirit. iisarket towns and towns are alive with
artisan producers, cultural practitioners and hospitality businesses that combine to create a
guality environment in which visitors and residents alike are able to rethink, refresh and
NB OK | (WI2r§ dukural pradtioners are defined as individuals/businesses operating in the
culture, arts and crafts sector).

4.56. As a visitor destinationvluch Wenlock has an importanble to play in delivering this vision,
capitalising on its location within the Shropshire Hillsgitdure and heritage and rich offering
of facilities and attractions.

4.57. Approximately 200 people are employed in the tourism sector in Much Wenlaskover half
of theseare employed irmccommodatiorand food services and the remainder in the arts,
entertainment, recreation and other services. This is the equivalent of 20.3% of the total Much
Wenlock workforce, which represents a higher share than for Shropshire as a whole (14.7%).
1.1% of total emplgment in the tourism sector in Shropshire is provided by Much Wenlock.

4.58. The town and wider parish is a popular destination with visitors attracted by its links to the
modern Olympics, th@rioryruins and the geology of the surrounding Wenlock Edge.

Who is visiting Much Wenlock?

4.59. Domestic sitorsto Much Wenlock com&om all over theUK. A large proportion come from
the WestMidlands on a day trip. But there are also many visitors from overseasanoamber
of European countries and from as farAasstralia, New Zealarahd theUSAMost visitors are
visiting for the first time with 75% only visiting once. Some asssngthrough Much Wenlock
to reachanother destinatiorand decideo stop for a breakThere are also organised groups
arriving, for instancevalking groups

4.60. Wenlock is seen as a pleasant day out with interesting buildings, shops, cafes and visitor
attractions(including the Priory, Guildhall and Museum). For families the latter two provide free
entry whichvisitorsappreciate. Overnightersisually couples as opposed to family groups, tend
to stay at local camping and caravan sites and cottages. They eseatha base to explore
Wenlock, Ironbridge, Bridgnorth, Shrewsbury, Ludlow and Church Stretton.

4.61. Much Wenlockhas been featured in the national media, including the television programme,
Escapdo the Country alongwith newspaper articles written bravel editorsLocal events
suchasbal RS Ay { KNRLIEAKANBQ AYONBIaS @AaAli2N ydzyo §
Word in Edgeways festivalhere have been issues with availability of car parking, however,
which has impacted the ability of visitors from further afield in attending these.
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4.62. The majority of visitors arrive by car due to the lacl adilway station in the parish. Many are

4.63.

also stopping off at Wenlock on the way to somewhere else, making public tradspages
difficult to planfor in advance due to timingdlost \isitorswill havealready looked online to
find places of interesiNeverthelessMuch Wenlock Museurhousesthe Information Centre
althoughtheir reducedopeninghours(only certain days of the weekinits accesslt would be
helpful to have anothevenuethat could provide visitor informatiomuring the intervening
days

A further suggestiomould be for more signage relating to visitor attractions. For example the
Olympian Trail map sign is very effectigesign nearby that shows thecations of the
Museum, Guildhall, and Priovyould be helpful Visitors themselves provide the following
feedback:

Positive experiences Areas to improve

1 Access for people in wheelchairs or with
limited mobility. There isone local artist
who has been unable to access the art
exhibitions at all.

1 Thewonderful carvings and the historic
authenticity of the Council Chamber.

1 The list of Bailiffs and Mayors is appreciat
along with the Display cabinets, informatic

boards and the RAE Memorial. 1 Increased opening of theuBdhall

1 Local people pop in each month to see th 1 Additional cafes to be open on Sundays.
latest Art Exhibition. T Additional car parking.

1 ¢KS ySete Ayadltt s Betersignage.
is very popular 1 Provision of toilets.

1 The Guildhall Story, Music and Poetry 1 Access to the Information Centre on all
listening post provides another source of days.
interest. { Additional cycle parking see Transport

section

9 Visitors enjoy being able to purchaleeally
producedgifts, cards and books.

1 Generally, visitors comment on the
considerable historic importance of Much
Wenlock.

Potential Action: Visitor Strategy for Much Wenlock

Some of the opportunities to promote tourism locally sit outside planning policy and one of t
actions for the Town Council, in partnership with others, will be to prepare a Visitor Strategy
the parish.
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Policy MW8:Visitor accommodation in rural areas

Purpose

4.64. The polig seeks to limit thelevelopmentof owneroccupied second homesitside the
development boundaryAny tourismrelated development in the countryside will only be
accepted if the design is of exceptional quality, meaning that any subsequent change from
holiday use would still result in exceptionally designed development. The policy reflects the
NPHA=by only allowing tourism and leisure developments which respect the character of the
countryside.

POLICY MW8/ISITOR ACCOMMODATION IN RURAL AREAS

A. Proposals for new and extended touring caravan and camping sites should have strong
regard to the cumulative impact of visitor accommodation on the natural and historic ass
of the area, road network, or over intensification of the site.

B. Static caravans, chalets and log cabins are recognised as having a greater impact on the
countryside. Therefore, in addition (talauseA) schemes should be landscaped and
designed to a high qualtand be at an appropriate capacity and scale.

C. Any holiday let development that does not conform to the legal definition ottaravan and
is not related to the conversion of existing appropriate rural buildings, will be resisted in t
countryside (unless it conforms tolauseD below) and in accordancewvith Policy MW1.

D. Much Wenlock Town Counaiecognises the appeal of a holiday in a rural settifitherefore,
permanent holiday let development may be approved in countryside locations provided t
it can be demonstrated that the design is of exceptional quality (as outlinedhie NPPF) ang
in accordance with Policy MW1%Any subsequent changes to such holiday lets in these
locations (such as change to residential occupation) will be resisted, agjbeiow.

E. To retain the benefit to the visitor economy, robust conditions will be applied to new
planning permissions for visitor accommodation to ensure the accommodation is not use|
for residential occupation. Proposals for the conversion of holiday lets to perieain
residential use should demonstrate that their loss will not have a significant adverse imp4
on the visitor economy and meet the criteria relating to suitability for residential use in
Policy MWL1.

F. For existing static caravan, chalet and log cabin sites in areas of high flood risk, positive
consideration will be given to proposals for their relocation to areas of lower flood risk to
ensure they are capable of being made safe for the lifetime of thevdlopment.

Conformity ReferencelNP objectives2; Shropshire Core Strategy (201C)S16; SAMDev Plan (2015): MD11;
NPPR2024) 85, 88, 89

Justification

4.65. There have been examples of visitor accommodation built within the rural parts of the parish
that have, over time, beensed and converted tpermanent accommodatiorConcerns have
beenraisedby parishioners about such developments, once permanent, in terms of their
impact on local infrastructure.
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Policy MW9 Supporting flexible workspaces and opportunities for homeworking
Purpose

4.66. This policyecognises the growing contribution of hoAbased and smatb-medium sized
businesses iMuch Wenlockand seeks to encourage opportunities for theihis wouldnclude
by supporting the provision of stattp and moveon business units as well as the provision of a
shared office space. Thiguld provide a greater incentive and opportunity for local people to
work locally. Homewarkinghasbecomecommonplacdor many in thewakeof the Covidl9
pandemic.

POLIC¥IW9: SUPPORTING.EXIBLE WORKSPACESGIDRTUNITIES HOBMEWORKING

A. Proposals to provide working spaces that encouragemeworking, ceworking and creative
small industries, for instance through incubator/staiip business space on flexible terms,
will be supported through:

I.  the provision of new buildings or conversion of existing buildings, within the

development boundary

ii. enabling extensions and garden offices to facilitate homeworking;

iii. enabling microbusinesses;

iv. supporting the diversification ofarm andrural businesses, in accordance with Polig
MW1,

v. the provision of startup businesses by enabling leaost facilities in cooperative
clusters and

vi. support for improved communications infrastructurexfobile, broadband) where
this can be achieved sympathetically to local character.

As appropriate to their scale, nature and location, proposals for new workspaces should
demonstrate the way in which they can be incorporated within their immediate locality witho
generating any unacceptable impact on the amenity of residential propestand on the
capacity and safety of the local highways network.

B. The reuse of historic building®r suchactivities will be particularly supported. Any
associated physical alterations should be sympathetic to the historic and architectural
significance and character of thisuilding concerned

Conformity ReferenceNP objectives2; Shropshire Core Strategy (201€S13, CS14; SAMDev Plan (2015):
MD9, S13NPPR2024) 85, 86

Justification

4.67. Much Wenlock has a wejjualified workforce, but its rural location in the setting of the
Shropshire Hills National Landscape means that the parish is fairly limited in its ability to identify
land for employment use#\ notable feature othe parishis the number of smabusinesses
and sole traders operating locally, many from their own hordggroximately 32% of those in
employment work from home (2021 census). There is an opportutiigrefore,to explore
ways to provide more space for ead{age businesses and stanps, shared working space and
opportunities to enable further homeworkinghis would also potentially help to reduce
number of vehicles commuting out.
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4.68. To achieve, it is necessary to encourage appropriate buildings that can be rented out at
sufficientlylow rents to attract their use by business stagis and existing home workers. A
potential source of such space in Much Wenlock Parish is vacant farm and rural buildings,
where this can be achieved in a sustainable way without compromising the landscagding
to highway issueer flood risk.
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OBJECTIVE 3: REDUCING FLOOD RISK

The Plan will aim to secure ways of reduamgsting flood risk and avoiding any increase in floq
risk,while also reducing water pollution throughout the parish by:

V recognising the significance of the designation of Much Wenlock as within a Rapid Resp
Catchment subject to the Highest Category of flood risk.

V' minimising theémpacts of flooding withiii KS (2 6y Qa 02y & SNl {-A 2
case flood scenario, by a catchment wide flood attenuation strategy.

V making a prior assessment, of any impact on flood risk, a key element in preparing for th
AYLIX SYSyGalrdAazy 2F SIOK 2F GKS 02dzyOAf Qa

V restricting new development to locations least likely to increase flood risk.

V encouraging the development of natul®msed solutions throughout the catchment to reduc
runoff and to slow the flow of surface water.

V+—keeping sufficient land that has the potential to be used to slow down the flow of surface
water through engineering or natural means free from development that would prevent s

al-to-be-used-to-slow do

V making sure that developments minimise the impact on water quality and subsequent he
risks particularly during flooding conditions.
V protecting and improving local water quality

PolicyMW10: Floodprevention
Purpose

4.69. Much Wenlock and surrounds suffers from significant floodifigetwo policies in the section
seek to ensur¢hat flood risk is minimised in Much Wenloakd that adequate drainage is in
place.

POLICY MW FLOOD PREVENTION

A. Development proposalsnust be designed to take full account of any existing flood risk,
irrespective of the source of flooding. Where a sjter its immediate surroundingshas been
identified to be atrisk of flooding all opportunities to reduce the identified risk should be
investigated at the masterplanning stage of desighhe identified mitigations should be
subsequently incorporated at the detailed design stagauring construction, throughout the
lifetime of the development and in respect of other parts of the catchment when compare
to current use to reduce the overall level of flood riskSites which can deliver flood
mitigation and reduce runoff to the Town alongside securing wider benefits, including but
not limited to, residential development/net gains in Biodiversity/formal areas of open
space, should be supported.

B. Existing watercourses (inclusive of all ditches and land drains) should remain open, and
land safeguarded for management of existing flood rigkevelopment will not be supported
in existing or potential flood attenuation areas where development would reduce the abili
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of these areas to alleviate flooding by employment of either engineering or natural
solutions.

C. Itis essential that the drainage scheme proposed to support new development:
i. protects people and property on the development site from flooding; and

ii. does not create any additional flood risk outside of the development in any part of the
catchment, either upstream or downstrearmrgnd

ii. the proposed scheme is futurproofed to take account of climate change projections.
D. For all developments, the following approach is supported
i. no development shall commence until full details of the proposed drainage schemes fo
surface and foul water (including details of their routing, design, and subsequent

management and maintenance) have been submitted to and approved by the planning
authority; and

ii. no building shall be occupied until the drainage schemes have been implemented in
accordance with the approved detail@nd

iii. parking spaces and driveways associated with new development wileheouragedo
have permeable surfaces

E. For major development, appropriate flood warning and evacuation plans must be in plact

F. Infrastructure provision or improvements shall be provided eite as an integral part of the
development and offsite (for instance via a S106), at the cost of the developer.

Conformity ReferencelNP objectives3; Shropshire Core Strategy (201C58; SAMDev Plan (2015): MD
NPPHR2024) 161-164, 170-182

PolicyMW11: Sustainable drainage design and management

POLICY MW1BUSTAINABLE DRAINAGE DESIGN AND MANAGEMENT

A. Development proposals must demonstrate that theewer network can accommodate the
additional demand for sewerage disposal, both from the development itself and from
permitted developments in the area where this can be accommodated within the sewer
network, either in its existing form or through planneninprovements to the system, in
advance of the construction or occupation of the development.

B. In accordance wittihe NPPF, surface water drainage on any development must not add t
the existing site run off or cause any adverse impact to neighbouring properties or the
surrounding environment/wildlife habitat.

C. Development proposals creating new drainage requirements must demonstrate that
Sustainable Drainage Systemsu(¥ will be effective and incorporated in any proposed
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D.

. Development proposals must be supported by a drainage scheme maintenance plan wh

developments. This should allow for above surface water management on site taking
account of the underlying geology and seasonally high ground water table affecting parts
the parish The concept of SuDS trains, incorporating two or three different surface water
management approaches is supported.

Any drainage scheme must manage all sources of surface water, including exceedance 1
and surface flows from offsite, provide for emergency ingress and egress and ensure
adeqguate connectivity.

demonstrates a schedule of activities, access points, outfalls and any biodiveasitly
archaeologicatonsiderations. The maintenance plan must also include an indication of th
adopting or maintaining authority or organisation and may require inclusion within a
register of drainage features.

Conformity ReferenceNP objectives3; Shropshire Core Strategy (201C)S16SAMDev Plan (2015): MD11;
NPPR2024): 161-164, 170-182

Justification

4.70.

4.71.

4.72.

4.73.

The NPPF statabat, whendetermining planning applications, local planning authorities

shouldd XSy adsNBE Ff22R NAR&a|l Aad y2d AYyONBlIasSR StasSgl

be supported by a sitepecific flooerisk assessment. Development should only be allowed in

areas at risk of flooding where, in light of this assessment (and the siajusrd exception
tests, as applicable) it can be demonstrated that: within the site, the most vulnerable

development is located in areas of lowest flood uisless there are overriding reasons to prefer

a different location; the development is appropriately flood resistant and resilient; it

incorporates sustainable drainage systems, unless there is clear evidence that this would be

inappropriate; any residuaisk can be safely managed; and safe access and escape routes are

AYOf dzZRSR 6KSNB FLILINRLINARFGSE & LINI 2F |y

Flooding is a significant local issvMluch Wenlock and the surrounding areas are highly
susceptible to floodingThe townand surrounding settlements, aedfectively situatedvithin a
Yo 2igtheQandscapesurrounded by higher hills, from which water raff has frequently had
devastating effects.

The most commoiause oflooding ispersistent rainfall over many hoyrsometimes in a
season which has been quite wiYater running off the steep slopes surrounding Much
Wenlock travels rapidly into the bowl of the town, causing significant floodingdiitagion and
intensity of rain, hail and snoigworsening with climate changend the situation is
exacerbated by théncreased use of hard (impermeable) surfacdhe intense storm of June

2023 for instancelasted no morghan 30 minutes but causkterrifying flooding. It is predicted

that climate change will make such floods more frequent alsd more intense and long
lasting, causing immense damage

I 3 NE

As a consequenc&Juch Wenlock is designated as a High Category Rapid Response Catchment

by the Environment Agencythe only one in Shropshirgnotablyin relation to theShyle
Brook,which runsthroughthe town Figurel0). This means that after heavy rain or rapid
snowmele G KS Ft2¢ 2F 4+ GSNI Aa &2 NYLAR GKI G
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or to give adequate warnings to residents. Risk to life, livelihood and propefgrisfore high.
Extreme and fast floodingan occur with very little warning, and the depth and speed of flood
water can increase quickly.

FigurelO: Main runoff paths (blue arrows), watercourses and whole catchment of the Much Wenlock
and Farley (source: IUDMP, 2011)

© Crown copyright and database rights
2011 Ordnance Survey 100049049.
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4.74. Due to the frequency and severity of past flood events in Much Wemto2R10, SC
commissioned amtegrated Urban Drainage Management P(HBDMPYo be preparedor the
town, which explains the issues at hand. A combination of recommendations included the
introduction of additionahkttenuation ponds and improved land practiceaproved
maintenance and increased number of gulEndchanges to the drainage network in the
| dzy it SN & Dddditinalattidbation poAdds to avoid adverséfects downstream

4.75. In November 2017, the Much Wenlock Flood Alleviation Scherheh seeks toeduce flood
risk to more than 14@roperties,officially openedThe scheme has seen the construction of
two pondswhich catch and store water that could otherwise flood properties, businesses and
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roads in the town. One pond is on the Sytche Brook to the north west of the town and the other
is on the Shylte Brook to the south wehe ponds, which will usually be empty, fill during

times of heavy rain. The collected watsthen released in a controlled manner so that flood

risk downstream is reduced. The ponds, which are now fully operational, will drain down
sufficiently quickly so that repeat rainfall events can be stored in a similar manmeischeme

also includes the restoration of Westwo@larry on Stretton Road:he Much Wenlock Flood
Group, formed by a group of interested volunteers, has a vast knowledge of the Shylte Brook
catchment and how it behaves, and will be a major part of work in the wider community
regarding the flash flooding issue.

4.76. Despite the success of the scheme, flooding is still commonplaeetwo most damaging
recentfloodsboth occurred during 2023. These floods had different origins. The first, in June
2023, arose following a sudden and relatively short period of geographically limited intense
precipitation. While the attenuation ponds reduced the impact of the storrapprties in the
High Street were badly flooded and traffic on the A458 was brought to a halt by the depth of
the water. In October 2023 an even more exdee flood arose following a protracted period
of persistent, though not intense, rainfall. Once again, it was properties in the High Street
which were worst affected. Without the attenuation ponds, damage might have been even
more serious. Those feaes were shown to be valuable though not sufficient.

4.77. The areas most badly affected by regular flooding lie at the heart of the Much Wenlock
ConservatiorArea Many of the homes are listed mediaeval buildings, central to the townscape.
The Conservation Area forms an essential element in attracting visitors and its destruction
g2dzf R I ROSNBER St & | TFS O Chaigdweitrppyi@ras will antizhaka G S O2y
matters worse and may require the existing IUDMP to be updated.

4.78. A careful analysis of the origins of the local flood risk was presented in February 2024 to the
Town/ 2 dzy Siktége &lood Advisory Group, at a meeting chaired by Philip Dunne MP. The
findings were accepted as accurate by the representatives of the Environment AgensZand
The nature of the landscape and geology play an important part as does the aatlire
distribution of existing development. While local action can aid marginally in reducing flooding,
for example by regular drain clearance, the/ ke limiting future flooding lies in effective
development management.

4.79. It istherefore consideredcriticalthat any new built development properly addresses the threat
of flood risk and ensures, through good design, that it is capable of contributing towards the
reduction of overall flood risk and can adapt the challenges posed by climate change. This
would include he use of 8DSbut also measures to retain water on site (both rain and grey
water) to allow its reuse or subsequent release when peak flows diminish. Good design should
incorporate such systems into new development

4.80. The appropriateapplicationof a Sistainable Drainage Systemsifs)scheme to a specific
development is heavily dependent upon the topography and geology dfgkeificsite (and its
surrounds). Careful consideration of the site characteristics must therefore be given to ensure
the future sustainability of the adopted drainage syst&3avern Trent Watemotes that it is the
responsibility of a developer to make proper provision for surface water drainage to
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groundwater courses or surface water sewers. It must not be allowed to drain to the foul sewer,
as this is the major contributor to sewer flooding.

P

Flooding at The Pound and Gaskeihs Junction

4.81. Natural flood management and the use ofiBS IncorporatingbiodiverseSuDS intmew
developmentsvould assist in reducing the amount of rainwater running off into¢benbined
sewage systemTable5 identifies additional natural solutions that should be considered:

Table5: Natural drainage solutions

Planting additional treeand hedgerowsn
public green spaces and along verges.
Soakaway crates can be installed beneath
trees, which serve to capture excess water,
slowing its movement untit soaksnaturally
into the earth or taken in by the tree.

This chimes with the aspiration for a minimur
20% tree canopy across the area (Biodiversit
policy) TheMuch Wenlock Tree Foruin
heavily involved in supporting tree planting
locally for this purpose.

Snall rain gardenalong streetsan be created
to capture surface water before it enters the
drain.

The use of larger stone and cobbles can ass
in removing sediment from the water
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Diverting water courses in the higher hiits
reduce flow spee@ndincorporating materials
to naturally filter the water from materials tha
might otherwise enter the drainage network.
This is an approach actively supported by the
Severn Rivers Trust and can incorporate
installationof leaky dams to slow flow within
the watercoursesdevelopment of wetland
scrapes and similar features that can hold
water during storm events and allow water to
slowly seep outreconnection of flood plain
areas to the rivers to allow an increased areg
land for temporary water storagereation of
woodland to increase absorption of rainfall
and cevelopment of a green finance model fo
nature based solubns to water resource
management.

The use of pondas attenuation area
capture surface watei.and in the surrounding
area to the town could be actively safeguardg
to act as attenuation areag he Town Council
will work with landowners and the Local
Wildlife Trust to identify suitable locations.

Permeable surface
(porous asphalt) is dry

Impermeable surface
has puddles

Parking spaces and driveways associated wi
new developmenshould incorporate
permeable surfacesExisting residents will als
be discouraged from contributing to increasirn
community flood risk by creating new hard or
impermeable surfaces within their own
properties.
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Supporting different ways of farming can
encourage richer sails.

This helps tgreserve organic matter in the
soil, which will help improve soil structure,
water-holding capacity, and overall soil
health. Soils with higher organic matter
content can absorb and store more water,
reducing the volume of water that runs off an
contributes to flooding.

4.82. Seweragenetwork capacity¢ ThecurrentMuch Wenlock Place Platknowledges thédooding
problem immediately upstream of the main outfall sewer to the Wastewater Treatnitist
thereforerecommendedor SCto make any planning permission conditional upon the
sewerage authoritfSevern Trent Watefrst taking any steps necessary to ensure that the
public sewer will be able to cope with the increased load. Gduisbesecured through the use
2 F  WDNJI Y pdidorghencamepiarting conditionsSOwill then determine any details
submitted pursuant to such conditions in accordance with any views expresseeveyn Trent
Water. Such conditions would commonly be worded® | Rf & I Nb dviellin hefepya Y W
permitted shall be occupied until works to improve the existing public foul sewerage network so
GKFGO AG Aa FtofS G2 021 6AGK (GKS Fft2a FTNRY (K

4.83. The use of Grampiastyle pre-commencemenplanning conditions are considered to be
particularly helpfuin MuchWenlock given the overall flooding issues, exacerbated by the
combined sewer/drainage networK heir use bysC wouldherefore be welcomed. In order to
inform the justification and application of such conditioNijch Wenlock Tow&ouncil will
continue to work withSevern TrentWater andSCto review the capacity of th&ewage
Treatment Worksand assess whether applications, on an individualshasquire such a
condition. This is not a policy matter but a npalicy action.

4.84. In parallel with the MWNP, it is imperative that the organisations responsible maintain drainage
features, such as ditches, culverts and drains.
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OBJECTIVEBARANSPORAND MOVEMENT

The Plan will support new ways of managing the traffic in and around the town of Much Wer
and enabling active travély:

V supporting plans to improve the infrastructure for local walking, cycling and equestrian
transport, in line withthe principles of the 2@ninute neighbourhoods.

V making sure that new developments have enoagsociated ofbtreet car parking to meet
current and future needs.

V safeguarding existing efftreet public car parking and support additional car parking to
alleviate pressure in the town centre.

V supporting local and strategic traffic managemenbposalsvhich reducehe number of
HGV/LGV vehiclesavellingthrough the parish in order to minimise their adverse impact

V managing new developments so that they do not have an unacceptable traffic impact on
residents

V ensuring that traffic impacts at pinchpoint junctions and stretches of road are minimised.

PolicyMW12: Improvingwalking, cyclingand equestrianopportunities

Purpose

4.85. This policy seeks to enhance opportunitiesactive modes of transport (notably walking and
where feasiblegycling and equestrianalongroutes which are most likely to encouragstaift
away from the private car for short journeys in and around phésh.

POLIC¥IW12: IMPROVING WALKING, CYCLING AND EQUESTRIAN OPPORTUNITIES

A. Asappropriate to their scale, nature and location, development proposals should ensure
safe pedestrian, and where possible cycle, access to link up with the existing footpath
network, as defined inFigure12, andthe public transport network

B. The provision of new, or the enhancement of existing, cycle and pedestrian routes that &
where feasible physically separated from vehicular traffic and from one another will be
strongly supported. Such routes should be of permeable material and ensure that acces
disabled users and users of mobility scooters is secured.

C. Insofar as planning permission is requiredhe design and layout of works related to the
widening of footpaths or the provision of trafficalming measures should enhance the rur
character of thetown andretain and/or provide hedgerows, trees and soft verges wherer
practicable The materialsused in such works shoulde sympathetic to local charactein
accordance withPolicy MWL8.

D. Proposals for nevwsegregatedoridleways will be supported wherever possible; in all new
developments existing bridleways must be retained where they exist or, alternatively, ne
or amended bridleway links provided together with safe road crossing points that enable
connectivity between the town and the wider countryside.

E. Proposals should enable or promote the provision of community transport ara share
schemes that provideccessible, affordable and responsive transport choice

Conformity ReferenceNP objectives: 45hropshire Core Strategy (201C57 SAMDev Plan (201WtD8,;
NPPR2024) 96,105, 109 110, 111, 115, 117135
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Justification

4.86. The community haa high level of concern about the existing amount of traffic ingagsh,
notably into and throughiMuch Wenlockown, where heavy congestiois experienced,
particularly at peak times.

4.87. Many people rely on their car for a variety of reasgdios instancethey may have limited
mobility, they may be transporting young children, carrying larger loads, or simply be short of
time.

4.88. Whilst such journeys may be unavoidable, it is important tHative trave{]i.e.walking and
cycling is enabled and encouragegarticularly for journeys within th@arish and to nearby
settlements Active travek walking, cycling and recreational hordding - brings health
benefits, both physical and mental, and a@ssist in reducing congestion and air pollution
whilst freeing the roads for those who are less able to give up their cars for the reasons stated
above.

4.89. Much Wenlock has no dedicated cycling routes, and the historic nature of the area will make it
difficult to engineer the existing routes to create such routes. Nevertheless, there is scope to
ensure that provision for cyclists is in place and this is considered in Pdig{PMblic parking
provision).This includes provision fégisure cyclists that frequently visit and pass through the
town.

Promoting Walking

4.90. There is greater scope whencibmesto walking.An aspiration of thdIWNPis to promote
Much Wenloclas aWalkabletownQThis is a concept promoted by ti®wn and Country
Planning AssociatiofT CPAhereby developments are encouraged to be no more than a 10
minute walk from key facilitie@=igurell).

Figurell: Principles of the '20 minute' neighbourhood (i.e. 10 minutes each way) (source: TCPA)

Diverse and
affordable homes

P PRINCIPLES FOR SUCCESS

A place for Well connected paths,
all ages = streets, and spaces

= 1) a compelling vision, well communicated
2) strong, inspiring leadership

3) empowered communities

4) research, data, and analysis
Features of a

20-minute
neighbourhood

C‘\/g@ 5) partnership and advocacy
Community health and
wellbeing faciliies

Sotocs ot e eckt 6) addressing inequalities

7) adopting policy

@ 8) investment
S5
g b i i i oo 9) ‘hard’ and ‘soft’ measures
money local In the right places

10) evaluation and adaptation
Local food production
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4.91.

4.92.

4.93.

4.94.

Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan
SubmissieiReferenduniversion

The concept is not intended to stifle development, rather to emphasise the importance of
enabling and improvingonnectivity by foot and by bik&ewdevelopmentproposalsn the

parish, which may be allocated in a future Local Plan for instance, should take account of the
walkable town concept and provide the infrastructure to link new homes to existing facilities to
encourage active travel.

Figurel2 shows theareasthat are walkabldone-way from home)within 10 minutes of the
town centre, as a central point in thtewn. The concept could be applied to othesmmunity
amenities andeisure facilities, for instance, that are not necessarily located inda centre.

Policy MW12loes notdirectlycomment on the 2@ninute neighbourhood. It takes a more
general approach in advising that development proposals should ensure safe pedestrian, and
where possible cycle, access to link up with the existing footpath and cycleway network, and
public transpot network, as defined ifrigure 12 Neverthelessproposals which meet the 20
minutes neighbourhood concept will be particularly supported. This approach overlaps with
that taken in PolicyyW1, which focuses on new developmentthin the Development

Boundary. Plainly this approach will provide convenient access ttiecentre and to the

main amenities and attractions.

Figure 12also identifies how and where thealkingnetwork as a whole can be improvedd
better connectedwithin the town. These improvements could form the basis fianding
priorities for any developer contributiongceivedand should be considered in partnershijth
Shropshire Council as the Highways Authority. The improvements are summarisdulers,
where numbering corresponds to the magphich also prioritises them in order of urgency.
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Figurel2: Walkable map (10 minutes each way) taking the town centre as the central point and key improvement points
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