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1.3 Using this document 
This document is a valuable tool for securing 

context-driven, high quality and landscape- 

led development. It will be used differently 

by different people in the planning and 

development process (see Table 01 below). 

Also, it will be effective when used as part 

of a co-design process, actively involving 

key partners, to establish local preferences 

and expectations of design quality. Through 

active participation and conversation, key 

stakeholders can use the guide to shape the 

key issues and ways to adequately respond 

to them in future development. 

This document alone will not automatically 

secure quality design outcomes, but it 

will help to prevent poor outcomes by 

creating a rigorous process that establishes 

expectations. It raises the standards and 

expectations for design quality. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Potential users How they will use the design guidelines 

Applicants, 
developers, 

and landowners 

As a guide to highlight community and Local Planning Authority expectations 

on design which creates a degree of certainty. They will be expected to follow 

this document as planning consent is sought. 

 
Local Planning 

Authority 

 
As a reference point, embedded in policy, against which to assess planning 

applications. 

This document should be discussed with applicants during any pre- 

application discussions. 

Town council or 
neighbourhood plan 

group 

 
As a tool to help structure comments on planning applications, ensuring that 

this document is complied with. 

Community groups 
and local residents 

As a tool to promote community-backed development, to inform comments 

on planning applications and home-owner developments. 

Statutory 
consultees 

 
As a reference point when commenting on planning applications. 

 
Table 01: User groups and how they will use the guidance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 05: Bourton 
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1.4 Planning policy and 
guidance 
This section outlines the national and local 

planning policy and guidance documents 

that have informed this document. 

 

1.4.1 National planning policy and 
guidance 

National Planning Policy Framework 

(Revised December 2023) 

The National Planning Policy Framework 

(NPPF) outlines the UK Governmentôs 

overarching economic, environmental and 

social planning policies for England. It is a 

high-level document that attempts to make 

good design pivotal and to put communities 

at the heart of planning. The policies within 

the NPPF apply to the preparation of local 

and neighbourhood plans, and act as a 

framework against which decisions are 

made on planning applications. 

The NPPF states that a key objective of 

the planning system is to contribute to 

balancing the impacts that development 

has on the economy, environment and 

community. 

The parts of the NPPF which are of 

relevance to this document are: 

Å Part 2: Achieving sustainable 

development; 

Å Part 5: Delivering a sufficient supply of 

homes; 

Å Part 7: Ensuring the vitality of town 

centres; 

Å Part 8: Promoting healthy and safe 

communities; 

Å Part 12: Achieving well-designed places; 

Å Part 15: Conserving and enhancing the 

natural environment; and 

Å Part 16: Conserving and enhancing the 

historic environment. 

Part 12 (Achieving Well-designed Places) 

emphasises the need to create high-quality 

buildings and places as fundamental to what 

the planning and development process 

should achieve. 

It sets out several principles that planning 

policies and decisions will consider ensuring 

that new developments are well-designed 

and focus on quality. 

The NPPF notes that ñdevelopment that 

is not well-designed should be refused, 

especially where it fails to reflect local 

design policies and government guidance 

on design, taking into account any local 

design guidance and supplementary 

planning documents such as design guides 

and codesò. 

This is supported by the National Design 

Guide, which sets out the 10 characteristics 

of a well-designed place. 

National Design Guide (2019) 

The National Design Guide (NDG) sets the 

10 characteristics of a well-designed place 

and demonstrates what good design is in 

practice. The characteristics are: Context; 

Identity; Built Form; Movement; Nature; 

Public Spaces; Uses; Homes & Buildings; 

Resources; and, Lifespan. 

This document should be used as an 

overarching reference for new development 

where topics are not covered in local 

guidance. The NDG characteristics were 

used in the initial analysis to understand 

local demands and challenges. 

The NDG notes that a well-designed place is 

unlikely to be achieved by focusing only on 

the appearance, materials and detailing of 

buildings. 
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National Model Design Code (2021) 

The National Model Design Code (NMDC) 

sets a baseline for quality and practice. 

It provides detailed guidance on the 

production of design codes and the 

outlining of character areas. 

The NPPF is the foundation stone to 

good design and the NDG sets out the 10 

characteristics of well-designed places. 

This is developed further by the NMDC, 

which creates the baseline for analysing 

and visioning places. Design codes help 

development achieve the requirements of 

good design and for community benefit. 

Building for a Healthy Life (2020) 

Building for a Healthy Life (BHL) is the new 

name for Building for Life, the Government- 

endorsed industry standard for well- 

designed homes and neighbourhoods. The 

new name reflects the key role that the built 

environment has in promoting wellbeing. 

The BHL toolkit sets out principles to help 

guide discussions on planning applications 

and to help local planning authorities to 

assess the quality of proposed schemes, 

as well as useful prompts and questions for 

planning applicants to consider during the 

different stages of the design process. 
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1.4.2 Local planning policy and 
guidance 

The Neighbourhood Plan is required to be in 

conformity with the Local Plan and as such 

the key adopted documents and policies 

from the Local Plan are set out below. 

These are key references for developers to 

address alongside this document. 

 

1.4.3 Shropshire Local Development 
Framework: Adopted Core Strategy 
(2011) 

This document was adopted by Shropshire 

Council in March 2011. The Core Strategy 

sets out the Councilôs vision, strategic 

objectives and the broad spatial strategy 

to guide future development and growth in 

Shropshire during the period to 2026. Key 

policies include: 

Policy CS3: The Market Towns and Other 

Key Centres 

This policy identifies Much Wenlock as a Key 

Centre which offers a range of services and 

facilities. The area is earmarked for limited 

development reflecting its important service 

and employment centre role whilst retaining 

its historic character. 

Policy CS6: Sustainable Design and 

Development Principles 

This policy states that development will be 

designed to a high quality using sustainable 

design principles, to achieve an inclusive 

and accessible environment which respects 

and enhances local distinctiveness and 

which mitigates and adapts to climate 

change. 

Policy CS7: Communications and Transport 

This policy identifies how the maintenance 

and improvement of integrated, accessible, 

attractive, safe and reliable communication 

and transport infrastructure and services 

will be achieved. This includes protecting 

and enhancing strategic and local cycling, 

footpath, bridleway networks as local 

transport routes and for recreation and 

leisure use. 

Policy CS16: Tourism, Culture and Leisure 

This policy commits to the delivery of high 

quality, sustainable tourism, and cultural 

and leisure development. This includes 

promoting connections to the natural, 

cultural and historic environment as well 

as promoting and preserving the heritage 

brand and values of market towns and rural 

areas. 

Policy CS17: Environmental Networks 

This policy requires development to identify, 

protect, enhance, expand and connect 

Shropshireôs environmental assets, to create 

a multi-functional network of natural and 

historic resources. 

Policy CS18: Sustainable Water 

Management 

This policy requires developments to 

integrate measures for sustainable water 

management to reduce flood risk, avoid 

an adverse impact on water quality and 

quantity within Shropshire, including 

groundwater resources, and provide 

opportunities to enhance biodiversity, 

health and recreation. 

Draft  Shropshire Local Plan (2016- 
2038) 

Shropshire Council submitted a draft 

Local Plan to the Secretary of State on 

3rd September 2021 for independent 

examination. 

The Local Plan is still under review and will 

replace the existing policies set out in the 

adopted Core Strategy. 

The following óemergingô policies were 

considered when developing this document: 
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Policy SP3: Climate Change 

This policy, upon adoption, will outline how 

development in Shropshire will support the 

transition to a zero-carbon economy. 

Policy SP5: High-Quality Design 

This policy, upon adoption, will ensure that 

new development will deliver high quality 

design by ensuring the creation of better 

places in which to live and work, improving 

sustainability, supporting active and healthy 

lifestyles and ensuring individual and 

community well-being. 

The policy also states that development 

must maintain and enhance the character, 

appearance and historic interests of 

settlements, streetscenes, groups of 

buildings, individual buildings and the 

landscape and, reinforce the hierarchy of 

networks and spaces 

Policy SP6: Health and Wellbeing 

This policy, upon adoption, will require new 

development to ensure the health and 

well-being of individuals, communities and 

places. This will be achieved by ensuring 

the quality of life and delivery of community 

well-being, through the use of land; 

type of development; the safeguarding, 

maintenance and improvement of 

community facilities and services; and by 

ensuring that the form, design, location 

and layout of new development enhances 

community wellbeing. 

Policy DP3: Affordable Housing 

This policy, upon adoption, will ensure that 

the affordable housing is indistinguishable 

from the open market housing, including by 

way of character, design, location and size. 

Policy DP10: Tourism, Culture and Leisure 

This policy, upon adoption, will place 

emphasis on the delivery high quality, 

sustainable tourism, and cultural and leisure 

development. Key aspects of this include 

promoting opportunities for accessing 

Shropshireôs landscape and historic 

environment. 

Policy DP11: Minimising Carbon Emissions 

This policy, upon adoption, will influence 

development to reduce its impact on 

climate change through design measures 

including building orientation, window and 

door orientation, on-site energy generation, 

and targeting net zero carbon emissions. 

Policy DP12: The Natural Environment 

This policy, upon adoption, aims to avoid 

harm to Shropshireôs natural assets 

and encourages their conservation, 

enhancement and restoration 

Policy DP14: Green Infrastructure 

This policy, upon adoption, requires 

development in Shropshire to improve and 

expand the green infrastructure network 

and form an integral part of open space 

provision. 

Policy DP15: Open Space and Recreation 

This policy, upon adoption, will state that 

accessible and well-maintained open space 

is an essential part of new development to 

ensure people have sufficient opportunities 

to play, walk and generally stay healthy. 

Policy DP16: Landscaping of New 

Development 

This policy, upon adoption, will require 

development proposals to provide well- 

designed, attractive and maintained on site 

landscaping unless otherwise agreed with 

the Council. 

Policy DP17: Landscape and Visual 

Amenity 

This policy, upon adoption, will require 

development proposals to respect, 

safeguard and where possible, restore or 

enhance landscape character and visual 

amenity in Shropshire. 
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Policy DP21: Flood Risk 

This policy, upon adoption, will direct 

development to areas at least risk of 

flooding. Where development is permitted, 

the causes and impacts of flooding as 

well as residual flood risk, will be reduced 

through design measures. 

Policy DP22: Sustainable Drainage 

Systems 

This policy, upon adoption, will require 

developments to integrate measures for 

sustainable water management to reduce 

flood risk, avoid adverse impacts on water 

quality and quantity within Shropshire 

(including groundwater resources), 

and provide opportunities to enhance 

biodiversity, health and recreation. 

Policy DP23: Conserving and Enhancing 

the Historic Environment 

This policy, upon adoption, will provide 

measures to protect, conserve, 

sympathetically enhance and restore 

Shropshireôs heritage assets. This includes 

avoiding harm or loss of significance to 

designated or non-designated heritage 

assets, including their settings. 

Policy DP24: Shropshire Hills National 

Landscape 

This policy, upon adoption, will state that 

great weight will be given to conserving and 

enhancing the landscape and scenic beauty 

of the Shropshire Hills National Landscape 

(NL) by limiting the scale and extent of 

development in the designated area. 

DP28: Communications and Transport 

This policy, upon adoption, commits to 

improving Shropshireôs communications 

and transport networks and supporting 

the infrastructure and services to widen 

travel and transport choices and to improve 

connectivity and accessibility whilst 

moving towards reduced car dependency. 

A key aspect of this will be the protection, 

extension or improvement of footways, 

cycleways, public rights of way and 

bridleways for active travel. 

Settlement Policies S13: Much Wenlock 

Place Plan Area 

This policy, upon adoption, outlines the key 

focuses for development in Much Wenlock. 

This includes a commitment to deliver 

around 200 dwellings and around 2 hectares 

of employment development. 

The policy includes a preferred residential 

allocation in Much Wenlock on the land 

adjoining the Primary School and Hunters 

Gate for 120 dwellings. Design guidelines 

are also provided in the policy. 

Sustainable Design SPD (2011) 

This Supplementary Planning Document 

provides standards and guidance for 

water management, energy efficiency 

and generation, waste management and 

resource efficiency. The document also 

provides a sustainability checklist to 

support development to meet the outlined 

requirements. 

 

1.4.4 Much Wenlock Neighbourhood 
Plan (2013-2026) 

The Neighbourhood Plan was adopted 

in July 2014. The document covers key 

policy areas including development 

design, housing mix, development in the 

Conservation Area, flood risk and parking. 

This document also reflects on the Much 

Wenlock Design Statement (2000) , bringing 

forward key design principles relevant to the 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

At the time of writing the Neighbourhood 

Plan was under review. When adopted the 

renewed planôs policies will replace the 

existing policies set out in the adopted 

Neighbourhood Plan. 
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1.5 Site visits and engagement 

An inception call between AECOM and 

representatives of Much Wenlock Town 

Council was undertaken on 09 October 

2023 to introduce the teams, to explore the 

working groupôs key aims and objectives and 

to address any initial concerns. 

A site visit was then conducted on 18 

October 2023 led by members of the 

working group. The visit commenced at 

Much Wenlock Town Council Offices and 

covered the whole neighbourhood area 

including the Town of Much Wenlock, 

surrounding settlements and the 

surrounding countryside. 

The visit allowed AECOM to gather an 

extensive photographic survey and 

undertake a comprehensive place 

analysis which has formed the basis of this 

document. This document has resulted from 

a collaborative effort reflecting the priorities 

of the local community. 

 

 
An engagement event was held in early 

March to allow the local community to see 

the emerging design guidelines and provide 

feedback. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Table 02: Design code production process 

spaces of Much Wenlock 

04 Preparation of draft 
design guidelines in 

consultation with group 

members 

06 Draft design guidelines 
reviewed by the Town 

Council and Locality 

STEP 

02 
STEP 

04 
STEP 

06 
STEP STEP STEP STEP 

01 03 05 07 

01 Inception meeting with 03 Urban design and local 05 Engagement event 07 Final design guidelines 
AECOM and members of character analysis based with local community forms evidence base for 
the Town Council on site visit, photographs held in March 2024 update to neighbourhood 

and desktop map analysis plan to go to referendum 

Figure 06: The Corn Exchange building, which 
houses the Library and Town Council Office 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Place analysis 

02 
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2. Place analysis 

Much Wenlock is a historic  market  town surrounded by picturesque 
countryside.  Its origins as a rural  centre remain visible in its working 
farms,  historic  civic  buildings and town square. It  also has an important  
history associated with  quarrying limestone both along The Edge and close 

to the town.  

2.1 Context and identity  

Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Area is 

located within the Shropshire ceremonial 

county in the West Midlands. The area has a 

strong rural vocation and it neighbours the 

Shropshire Hills National Landscape. 

The Neighbourhood Area has a population 

of 2,900 according to the 2021 Census. 

Most of this is contained within Much 

Wenlock, Bourton and Homer. 

High Street, Barrow Street and Wilmore 

Street/ Sheinton Street radiate from Much 

Wenlockôs centre. The townôs organic growth 

has resulted in non-uniform streets with a 

varied built form. The landmarks of Much 

Wenlock Parish church and Wenlock Priory 

are located close to the centre of the town. 

The Neighbourhood Area is steeped in 

history. Many of the older buildings in the 

centre are built with or faced with limestone 

evidence of a less-than-rich agricultural 

heritage. Town farms by enlarge were not 

rebuilt in the surrounding countryside after 

the enclosures. These small farms continued 

to be operated from the town centre through 

to the second half of the 20th century. 

The town has a strong visual aesthetic 

arising from its stone, brick and timber 

framed façades and red clay tile, slate, and 

stone roofs. Building styles are varied and 

include a mix of historic cottages, large 

Georgian houses, Victorian villas as well as 

modern housing and bungalows. A few of 

the buildings have gable ends facing the 

street. This variety of building styles creates a 

visually satisfying streetscape. 

 

  

Figure 07: Traditional shop front, Barrow Street Figure 08: Pound Cottage, Victoria Road 
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Figure 09: Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Area, 
which shares its boundary with the Parish 
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Figure 10: Wenlock Priory 

2.2 Settlement  origins 

Wenlock Edge is a limestone escarpment near 

Much Wenlock which originates from a part 

of a coral reef that was undersea 430 million 

years ago. This left a ridge just west of the 

Neighbourhood Area, which has resulted in a 

unique landscape context. Since pre-roman 

times, limestone quarrying covered an essential 

economic and social role in the history of Much 

Wenlock. 

There is evidence of Roman occupation from 

the first century AD In 680 the Anglo-Saxon 

princess, later saint, Milburga arrived as 

abbess of a double monastery. Much 

Wenlockôs role as a trading centre developed 

around it. Following the Norman Conquest, in 

1080, Cluniac monks were granted the 

monastic lands and began to build their priory, 

and the parish church, Holy Trinity. A charter 

granted in 1486 by Edward IV made the town 

a borough, with the prior as landowner and 

ófirst burgessô. This continued until the priory 

closed in 1540. Construction of the Guildhall 

consolidated secular authority over what was 

the largest English borough. For decades 

Much Wenlock was represented by two MPs. 

The Industrial Revolution developing locally 

shifted trade away from the town although it 

administrative control. The story of Much 

Wenlock is strongly related to the modern 

Olympic movement, as its founding father Dr 

William Penny Brookes was born in the town 

in 1809. Also, the first Shropshire Olympian 

Games were held in 1860. 

 

Figure 11: The Guildhall 

Figure 12: 19-21 Barrow Street 
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Figure 14: Modern development at Hunters Gate 

 
 

 

In the 19th Century Much Wenlock town was 

arranged around the High Street, Barrow Street, 

The Bull Ring and Wilmore Street/Sheinton 

Street. Fine grain and traditional development 

along these routes were predominant. Wigwig 

and Homer are ancient hamlets located north 

of Much Wenlock and were still small in the 19th 

century. Wenlock railway was officially opened 

in 1862. In 1878 the Market Hall (now the town 

museum) was built. 

After WWII Much Wenlock town expanded to 

the north along A4169 and to the south along 

Bridgnorth Road and St Maryôs Road. Also, 

new development occurred at the hamlet of 

Homer. In 1962, the Much Wenlock railway 

station was closed. Some of the railway routes 

have provided footpaths as well as extensive 

sections of the Jack Mytton long-distance 

bridleway. 

The limestone quarrying industry continued 

to be economically central until at least the 

1970s, when it contributed significantly to road 

construction for Telford New Town. Incidentally, 

the grossly uneven muscle-development 

of young quarrymen was a trigger for the 

introduction of athletics by Dr Brookes. 

Forester Avenue and Oakfield Park 

developments were built at the end of C20, 

while Hunters Gate development was built in 

the early 2000. 

 

Figure 13: The former Much Wenlock railway station 
building, now a private dwelling 

Figure 15: Monks Cottage, Barrow Street 
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Figure 16: Detached house in Homer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 19: New development off Victoria Road 

2.3 Settlement  today 

Much Wenlock town today preserves its 

inner compact core development along High 

Street, Barrow Street and Wilmore Street/ 

Sheinton Street. Developments generally 

spread out from the town centre along some 

key roads (Stretton Road, The Crescent and 

Barrow Street). There are some more recent 

developments to the west and to the south- 

east of the town centre that are less dense 

and have a more regular layout. 

Many other settlements can be found 

throughout the Neighbourhood Area: 

Å Bourton is still predominantly included 

within its conservation area, preserving 

an informal and organic layout mostly 

arranged along the B4378 and the two 

perpendicular roads. 

Å Homer is currently a village with its 

distinct character, positioned entirely in 

the Shropshire Hills National Landscape. 

The village features ó60s developments, 

with a predominance of detached 

houses and an organic layout. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 18: Barrow Street 

Figure 17: Bridgnorth Road 
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2.4 Layout and built  form 

The adjacent map shows the relationship 

between built and unbuilt space in the 

Neighbourhood Area. The layout of buildings 

can highlight interesting urban patterns 

and help to identify different elements 

of character. Using this method, the 

Neighbourhood Areaôs urban spaces can be 

roughly divided into the following categories: 

Dense and informal urban grain 

The compact layout of Much Wenlock town 

centre creates a fine urban grain. Buildings 

generally face the streets with no setbacks 

and plots are narrow and deep. Gables 

often face the street contributing to the 

local streetscape and create a good level of 

enclosure. 

Low-density and informal urban grain 

These areas still have an informal urban 

grain, but less dense than Much Wenlock 

town centre. Homer and Bourton can be 

included in this category. 

Formal urban grain 

The 21st century development has been 

more linear in nature with numerous 

buildings built in a uniform style by single 

developers. Layout is generally more 

repetitive and regular in these more recent 

developments. 

Standalone farms 

Much Wenlock parish has vast open 

landscape areas that are dotted with smaller 

settlements and isolated farms. 

Figure 20: Bull Ring 

Figure 21: High Street from Gaskell corner 

Figure 22: St Maryôs Lane 
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Figure 23: Settlements and farmsteads across the Neighbourhood Area 

Isolated farms 
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Figure 26: Wenlock Abbey 

2.5 Historic assets 

The Much Wenlock Conservation Area 

was originally designated in May 1970 and 

covers a large percentage of Much Wenlock 

town. The majority of buildings within the 

Conservation Area are residential, however 

many businesses are located at the ground 

floors and civic buildings can also be found. 

The Conservation Area contains many listed 

buildings, which are distributed along High 

Street, Barrow Street and Wilmore Street/ 

Sheinton Street in particular. One Scheduled 

monument, namely Wenlock Priory, can be 

found just off Bull Ring. 

The Bourton Conservation Area is located 

south-west of Much Wenlock town along 

the B4378. This Conservation Area was 

designated in October 1994 and includes 

six Listed Buildings. A medieval cross in the 

churchyard of the Holy Trinity church is also 

identified as a Scheduled Monument. 

The parish includes 3 Grade I, 6 Grade II* 

and 94 Grade II Listed Buildings. In addition 

to the listed buildings, there are many 

high-quality examples of non-designated 

buildings such as imposing townhouses, 

modest cottages and terraces. 
 

 

Figure 24: Raynaldsô Mansion 

Figure 25: 47 High Street 
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N  

Bourton Manor 

Church of Holy Trinity 

 

Figure 27: Much Wenlock Conservation Area 
 

Figure 28: Bourton Conservation Area 

N  

Priory of St Milburga 

Church of Holy Trinity 

Guildhall 






































































































