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Street Trading in a licence 

street  without a licence is a 

criminal offence.  A      

person guilty of an offence 

under schedule 4 of the   

Local Government 

(Miscellaneous Provisions) 

Act 1982  shall be liable on 

summary conviction to a 

fine not exceeding [level 3 

on the standard scale]. 

All applications must be 

made by a person over the 

age of 17. All licenses are 

subject to a 14 day        

consultation period .  

Application forms can 

be found on the Street 

Trading page of Shrop-

shire   Council’s web-

site: 

www.shropshire.gov.uk/

licensing  



On 1st April 2009 Shropshire Council be-

came the responsible authority for the 

street trading  provisions under Schedule 

4 of the Local Government 

(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982.  

Shropshire Council’s Street Trading poli-

cy relates to the regulation of street trad-

ing across the whole of the administrative 

area of Shropshire Council. 

Street Trading is defined as the selling or 

exposing/offering for sale of any article in 

a street.  

‘Street’ includes any road, footway, beach 

or other area to which the public have ac-

cess without payment; and a service area 

as defined in section 329 of the  High-

ways Act 1980.  

The key purpose of regulating street trad-

ing through the licensing regime is to re-

duce any potential harm or exploitation 

which could occur through street trading 

being carried out.  

Shropshire Council recognise that street 
trading is important to both the local     
environment and the local economy. 
Street trading can provide vitality and   
interest to Shropshire’s already vibrant 
towns and communities, and provides an 
opportunity for small businesses to estab-
lish themselves and grow.  

Street Trading in 
Shropshire 

 
The fundamental purpose of licensing street trad-
ing is to create an environment which comple-
ments premises based trading, is sensitive to the 
needs of the public, provides diversity and con-
sumer choice, and enhances the character, ambi-
ence and safety of local environments for people 
who live, work and visit in Shropshire. 
 
All streets and roads in Shropshire are licence 
streets with the exception of any street/area 
specifically listed as a prohibited/consent 
street in Shropshire Council’s Street Trading 
Policy 2018—2023. In most cases you will 
need a licence to trade in the street. You 
should contact the Licensing Team to check if 
you need a licence before you start trading in 
any street. 
 
 

 
 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

1. How do I get permission to use the land I'm 
interested in for trading? 

You must gain the permission of the land owner 
before making an application for a licence. You 
will need to provide evidence of this permission 
as part of your licence application. Often the land-
owner will be Shropshire Council Highways (0345 
678 9006) or Highways England (if a major road 
or attached lay-by). 

To find full details on street trad-

ing in Shropshire, and to read 

Shropshire Council’s Street Trad-

ing Policy visit  the Council’s 

website: 

www.shropshire.gov.uk/licensing 

 2. I have purchased a catering kiosk,  
where do I start? 

You will need to register as a food busi-
ness. Contact Shropshire Council’s Food 
Team on food@shropshire.gov.uk or 
0345 678 9067 for further information on 
this. If you have found a location to trade 
from you should also gain the landown-
er’s written permission to use the land. 
You can also start your street trading li-
cence application by downloading the ap-
plication from the Council’s website . 

3. I own an ice cream van, do I need a 
street trading licence? 

Yes, if you are planning to stay in one lo-
cation for longer than it takes to serve a 
customer. If the only time you stop is 
when flagged by a customer, and you 
move on straight after, you may not need 
a licence, but you should contact the Li-
censing Team to discuss your specific 
circumstances before trading.  

4. How long will it take to get my li-
cence? 

We aim to issue street trading licences 
within two calendar months of receiving a 
valid application which has all the re-
quired documentation with it. You should 
aim to leave this much time between ap-
plying and when you want to start trading. 
There is a mandatory 14 day consultation 
period for street trading licences, no li-
cence can be issued without this taking 
place.  


