


I am concerned that the Parish Council are already taking as read that this Community Hub is
a given - they should not be taking this view. This has led to confusion and uncertainty for
many residents. The Parish Council has misrepresented the Village views throughout.

It feels throughout this whole process that the people of Cressage have not been listened to
-1 would ask that the Inspector at the Public Inquiry specifically looks into this issue.

I ask the Inspector to evaluate how and if, Shropshire council evaluated and processed the
previous consultation resonses. Local reports told of staff shortages within Shropshire Council -
due to the Covid-19 outbreak and many believe this consultation process was unable to
happen thoroughly or fairly. How can nearly 300 responses to previous rounds of consultatlon
be |gnored? Why was no feedback or acknowledgement glven7

Shropshire Council will almost certainly face a legal challenge over its new local plan if it does
not take into account how Covid 19 restrictions have impacted people’s ability to have their
say. Having not stopped this process due to Covid19 and the number of cases still to be heard
in the courts, this case may not come up for a few months with the outcome being that the
local authority must re-run the entire regulation 19 process again,

| There are four ‘Gulnnmg principles’ for publlc consultatlons, including the stipulation that
“there is adequate time for consideration and response”. The consultation has not taken into

-| account the restrictions on public involvement because of Covid19 restrictions and it is
therefore against government guidelines. One of the stated consultations means for people

| without internet access is through public libraries. Much Wenlock library is now closed, as are
all libraries throughout Shropshire, resulting in those without internet access not being able to
participate in the consultation process. The demographics of Shropshire on the 2011 census
states that 24 per cent of the population (76,030 persons) in the county is over 65 and they
are more likely to rely on libraries for internet access and are more likely to respond to
consultations. As you can see, the consulatation process has not been sound as these
demographics have had no access to the resources they need to respond.

The way in which Cressage has been selected for Community Hub status is incorrect.

I would make the following arguements. The proposed Hub status is based on a points system
and there are several areas of contention |n the scoring of services, facilities and employment
for Cressage.

| Cressage Parish Council (PC) along with CounCIIIor Clare Wild held a public meeting on

-| January 8th 2019. This was attended by over 80 people who all felt strongly against the
classification of Cressage becoming a Hub. As well as this, nearly 300 Cressage residents
responded to Shropshire Council opposing becoming a Community hub.

The scoring system that determined Cressage as a hub is incorrect, unfair and unjust.

Cressage receives the same points for a mobile I|brary as a flxed one, we also get 3 points for
a "Place of Worship” which is closed.

Cressage is'awarded 3 ponnts for having a Chemlst/Pharmacy yet we only have a Dispensing

Surgery.

All villages designated as Hubs have been awarded the same points for having a “Public

Transport Link” as well as having a “"Peak Time Regular Service”. However there is a complete

lack of differentiation between Cressage and major-towns like Shrewsbury

I request that the Inspector at the forthcoming Public Inquiry comes and inspects these
facilities to determine if this points scoring assessment by Shropshire Council is appropriate.
Should it be found that a deduction of points is required to be made I believe that Cressage
would remain as Open Countryside status which I assume will last for at least 20 years and
will mean that no further large scale housing developments will occur within or around the
village over this period of time.

The CPRE (the countryside charity) also agree the local plan is unsound because The Draft
‘| Plan's targets are too high and its plans for growth are not sustainable, particularly in view of
the declared climate emergency. The charity also agrees the process is undemocratlc and it
still won't get enough affordable housing built.
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