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Bridgnorth Assessment

Part 1: Settlement Context
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Figure A3.1 Bridgnorth Settlement Context

The town of Bridgnorth is on the western edge of the Shropshire Green Belt. The River Severn divides
Bridgnorth, with part of the town, known as High Town, elevated above the River to the west and to the
East of the River the area known as Low town. The eastern part of the town is nearly completely enclosed
by Green Belt which continues along the eastern side of the River Severn to the North and South of the
town.

The population of Bridgnorth is estimated to be around 13,030 persons living in approximately 6,189
dwellings!. The historical growth of the town from its medieval origins continued through the industrial
revolution, with further post war development including Council housing, and expansion with peripheral
housing estates during the 1960’s and 1970’s. There have also been relatively large residential
developments in Low Town during the 1990’s utilising brownfield sites previously in industrial use and
recent estate development to the West of the town in Tasley Parish. All this residential development is
contained within constraints of a by-pass built during the 1980s to the south of the town. Bridgnorth
itself retains its central medieval street pattern and many old buildings, which together with the
topography, have resulted in a unique town with a distinctive character which has a large Conservation
Area.

Bridgnorth, as the third largest town in Shropshire, acts as a key service centre not just for the town, but
for a sizeable area of eastern Shropshire. Located at the junction of the A458 and the A442, it also
accessible to Telford, Shrewsbury, Kidderminster, Wolverhampton and the Black Country. However, in
part due to strong environmental constraints such as flood plain and topography there are now limited
remaining infill opportunities within the built form, or more broadly within the Bridgnorth by-pass.

! Shropshire Council (2017), Hierarchy of Settlements
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Shropshire Council has identified Bridgnorth as a proposed ‘Principal Centre’ settlement within its
Preferred Scale and Distribution of Development consultation document (2017), (informed by its
Hierarchy of Settlements Assessment?, as it offers significant employment opportunities and provides a
range of services and facilities which serve the settlement’s resident communities and surrounding rural
hinterlands. Principal centres comprise the larger market towns within Shropshire settlements and are
considered to present the best opportunities to deliver high levels of growth outside Shrewsbury*

Shropshire Council’s Preferred Scale and Distribution of Development consultation document (2017)4,
proposes an ‘urban focus’ for development, with around 24.5% of the total growth in Shropshire in the
period to 2036 to occur in the five ‘Principal Centres’ which include Bridgnorth. As the second largest
principal centre in Shropshire, it is expected that Bridgnorth will contribute towards the strategic growth
objectives in the east of the County.

The Preferred Scale and Distribution of Development consultation document (2017) proposes that in
Bridgnorth around 1,500 homes and a minimum of 16ha of employment land should be delivered in the
period up to 2036, including at sites already allocated outside the Green Belt. Taking into account
existing planning permissions, allocations and other approvals, there is a need to identify sites for around
a further 912 dwellings as well as the employment land required to deliver net floorspace requirements.

The previous consultation identified that, notwithstanding the preferred level of employment growth, the
location of Bridgnorth and other strategic objectives may drive a need for additional employment land.
This potential was highlighted by the Inspectors Report on the Examination into the SAMDev Plan (2015)°
which indicates that ‘to accommodate the long-term future of the town, it is necessary to open up new
areas’. Green Belt constraints (including the lack of any identified safeguarded land for development) and
the role of Green Belt review to consider opportunities to support the balanced and sustainable growth of
the town are recognised. Key concerns for Bridgnorth include the need to provide more affordable
housing and to achieve a better balance between housing and employment by stimulating additional local
employment opportunities. Thus the need and scope for Green Belt release to provide for future
development to the east of Bridgnorth will need to be considered as part of Local Plan Review.

Bridgnorth benefits from an existing Town Plan® (endorsed December 2011) which identifies key issues
and recommended actions for a range of topic areas.

2 Shropshire Council (2017), Hierarchy of Settlements

3 Shropshire Council (2017), Preferred Scale and Distribution of Development consultation document

4 Shropshire Council (2017), Preferred Scale and Distribution of Development consultation document

s The Planning Inspectorate (2014), Shropshire Council Site Allocations and Management of Development Local Plan, Inspector’s Report
6 Bridgnorth Town Plan (2011) Available at: bridgnorthtownplan.com
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Part 2: Parcels - Assessment of Harm on the Green Belt

The map and aerial show the location and extent of all the parcels around Bridgnorth that were
considered in the Stage 1 Green Belt Assessment (2017) (outlined purple and blue on Figures A3.2 and
A3.3). The parcels outlined in purple are those around Bridgnorth that are being considered in further
detail as part of the assessment of harm. This assesses the harm to the Green Belt as a consequence of

releasing land for development.

o

[ other parcel S~——ro-
&
¥ Swancote, £ &L

> The

£e«Hobbins |
~ (\

fi '/ |BAa
. ¥ ‘.SFDBar\\nsley‘
Il- (-a \? |

- — - s e TR R IAS AT =
3 39 }z{@%?d“vﬁffcépyr@ﬁt and dat;?nsé' rights:2018
[ Assessed parcel | BA37g i tote Ho . | Ordnance S
— i 7 L L= Tj
Green Belt B 4 Gy

aerO’Hll?°049°?9"
ho

5 Little
Barnsley
Fm
(== y
fon | d i1 :
L ‘ "“
G ] A
£, Qdatford— £ Q P \
N e Y Stanmore | £
Casﬂg;:,_‘ ¥ B - L\ |\ B
R A Bas |EZZ Conservation Area

[ Commited employment site

7 ‘ood Ho
S, I I Employment site
), 177 S W Protected employment
B, (AE A s O ployl
st BA6 2Quatfordf  #v e 1 Gags o =

Figure A3.2: Green Belt Parcels Surrounding Bridgnorth
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Figure A3.3: Aerial view of Green Belt Parcels Surrounding Bridgnorth
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Parcel P52
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Figure A3.4: Parcel P52

Figure A3.5: Rolling farmland sloping eastwards within parcel P52, the ancient
woodland of Hermitage Hill Coppice seen in the background: view west from the
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Relationship to settlement/countryside

Parcel P52 comprises undulating agricultural land adjacent the east of the ‘High Rock/Pendlestone
Rock/Jacobs Ladder escarpment’ and ‘Hermitage Hill Coppice’ ancient woodland. These visually and
physically separate the parcel from the urban area of Bridgnorth to the west. The parcel is bound to the
north by a farm access track, to the east by a rural lane and to the south by the B4363, beyond which
lies agricultural land with the parcel forming part of a wide area of open countryside set to the east of
Bridgnorth.

The conclusions on the contribution of parcel P52 to the Green Belt purposes and the harm of releasing it
from the Green Belt are set out in the descriptions below. No sub-parcels within P52 were identified that
would have a lower level of harm.

Purpose 1 - To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas
No Contribution

This parcel does not lie adjacent to a large built up area and therefore makes no contribution to Purpose
1.

Purpose 2 - To prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another
Weak

This parcel is adjacent to the settlement of Bridgnorth. It does lie between the settlements of Bridgnorth
and Telford both of which are considered towns with regard to Purpose 2. However, these settlements are
over 10km apart from each other. Due to the relative size of the parcel and the distance between the
settlements, the parcel plays a very limited role in preventing the merging or erosion of the visual or
physical gap between these settlements. Loss of openness would not be perceived as reducing the gap
between the settlements.

Purpose 3 - To assist in the safeguarding of the countryside from encroachment
Strong

There is little sense of encroachment due to the area being almost entirely free of development. The only
built development includes farm buildings which are not considered to be urbanising influences. Adjacent
land uses include fields and woodland. The B4363 / A454 roundabout (with street lights) lies adjacent to
the south-east and exerts a slight sense of urban encroachment on the parcel. However the land parcel
contains characteristics of countryside and is open. The Green Belt parcel is playing a strong role
preventing encroachment of the countryside.

Purpose 4 - To preserve the setting and special character of historic towns
Weak

Digital analysis, based on bare earth height data, indicates that this parcel is theoretically visible from the
historic settlement area located within Bridgnorth. In practice, this parcel is screened by from view by the
distinctive wooded ridge of Jacob’s Ladder and Pendlestone Rock, located within an adjacent parcel. The
openness of the land does not play an important role in the immediate setting of this historic settlement,
but does contribute to preserving the wider rural setting.

Purpose 5 - To assist in urban regeneration by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other
urban land

All parcels make an equally significant contribution to this purpose.
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Alternative Green Belt Boundaries

The southern section of the western boundary of the parcel is defined by a band of ancient woodland
which is a strong and readily recognisable boundary. The southern boundary is defined by the B4365 and
the eastern and northern boundaries are defined by a farm access track and rural lane. These alternative
Green Belt boundaries are readily recognisable and clearly defined physical features but are not strong
boundaries. As the parcel does not lie adjacent to any settlement edge (or non-Green Belt land), any
alternative Green Belt boundary would need to be defined taking into account the coherence of a new
boundary. The release of P52 in isolation from the release of P50 and P51 would not create a coherent
Green Belt boundary.

Harm to Green Belt Resulting from Release

This parcel is open, comprising agricultural landcover. The only development present within the parcel
are farm buildings which accord with the NPPF’s appropriate uses of Green Belt land. Releasing this parcel
from the Green Belt would lead to a significant level of encroachment on the countryside and weaken the
contribution of neighbouring areas with regard to Purpose 3. It is considered that the release of this
parcel from the Green Belt would lead to a High level of harm to the Green Belt in this local area.
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Parcel P53
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Figure A3.6: Parcel P53

Figure A3.7: Open farmland within parcel P53, view east from public footpath off the
A454
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Relationship to settlement/countryside

Parcel P53 comprises undulating and gently sloping agricultural land to the east of the ‘High Rock /Jacobs
Ladder escarpment’ and ‘Hermitage Hill Coppice’ ancient woodland. These, along with parcel P52, visually
and physically separate the parcel from the urban areas of Bridgnorth to the west. The parcel is bound to
the south by the A454 and to the north, east and west by country lanes. The parcel contains a limited
amount of built development, including the Swancote Health and Leisure Centre, however this has little
urbanising influence and the parcel remains predominately open and forms part of the wider countryside
to the east of Bridgnorth.

The conclusions on the contribution of parcel P53 to the Green Belt purposes and the harm of releasing it
from the Green Belt are set out in the descriptions below. No sub-parcels within P53 were identified that
would have a lower level of harm.

Purpose 1 - To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas
No Contribution

This parcel does not lie adjacent to a large built up area and therefore makes no contribution to Purpose
1.

Purpose 2 - To prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another
Weak

This parcel is located close to the settlement of Bridgnorth. The parcel lies between the settlements of
Bridgnorth and Wombourne/Wolverhampton/Dudley. Due to the relative size of the parcel and the
distance between the settlements, the parcel plays a very limited role in preventing the merging or
erosion of the visual or physical gap between settlements. Loss of openness would not be perceived as
reducing the gap between settlements.

Purpose 3 - To assist in the safeguarding of the countryside from encroachment
Strong

There is a limited sense of encroachment within the parcel as a result of the Swancote Health and Leisure
Centre located along the southern boundary. Additionally, the B4363 / A454 roundabout (with street
lights) is located in the southwest of the parcel and exerts a limited sense of urban encroachment.
However the land parcel remains open, contains strong characteristics of countryside and is rural in
character. It is considered to be playing a strong role in safeguarding the countryside from
encroachment.

Purpose 4 - To preserve the setting and special character of historic towns

No Contribution

Digital analysis, based on bare earth height data, indicates that this parcel is not theoretically visible from
any of the historic settlements assessed under Purpose 4. The openness of the land within this parcel is
not considered to contribute to the setting of these historic settlements.

Purpose 5 - To assist in urban regeneration by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other
urban land

All parcels make an equally significant contribution to this purpose.

Alternative Green Belt Boundaries

The southern boundary of the parcel is defined by the A454 and the northern, eastern and western
boundaries of the parcel are defined by country lanes. These are readily recognisable and clearly defined
physical features. As the parcel does not lie adjacent to any settlement edge (or non-Green Belt land)
any alternative Green Belt boundary would need to be defined taking into account the coherence of a new
boundary in association with any neighbouring areas of land proposed for release.
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Harm to Green Belt Resulting from Release

This parcel is open and predominantly comprises agricultural landcover. The only built development
present within the parcel includes a small humber of detached houses and the relatively small Swancote
Health and Leisure Centre. Releasing this parcel from the Green Belt would lead to a significant level of
encroachment on the countryside and would weaken the role neighbouring areas contribute to Purpose 3.
It is considered that the release of this parcel from the Green Belt would lead to a High level of harm to
the Green Belt in this local area.
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Parcel P54
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Figure A3.8: Parcel P54

Figure A3.9: Small field to the west of The Hobbins forming sub-parcel P54, view
southwest from the north-western edge of The Hobbins.
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Relationship to settlement/countryside

Parcel P54 comprises undulating agricultural land to the east of Bridgnorth. Intervening rising land and
the *Hermitage Hill Coppice’ ancient woodland, located to the west of the parcel, visually and physically
separate it from the urban areas of Bridgnorth. The parcel is bound to the north and west by the A454
and to the south and east by country lanes. A block of residential properties (The Hobbins) is located in
the southwest of the parcel and woodland within Stanmore Country Park and Stanmore Industrial Estate
are located in neighbouring land to the southwest of the parcel, whilst these are an urbanising influence
they provide a degree of separation between the parcel and the wider countryside to the south. The
southwest corner of the parcel is enclosed by The Hobbins and woodland within Stanmore Country Park
and does not have a strong relationship with wider countryside that surrounds.

The conclusions about the performance of Parcel P54 are set out in the descriptions below. This includes
the identification of a sub-parcel within Parcel P54 (delineated on Figure A3.8 in a purple hatch line)
which the assessment concludes would have a lower level of harm associated with its release.

Purpose 1 - To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas
No contribution

This parcel does not lie adjacent to a large built up area and therefore makes no contribution to Purpose
1.

Purpose 2 - To prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another
Weak

This parcel is located close to the settlement of Bridgnorth. It does lie between the settlements of
Bridgnorth and Albrighton both of which are considered towns with regard to Purpose 2. However, these
settlements are over 13km apart from each other. The parcel also lies between the settlements of
Bridgnorth and Wombourne/Wolverhampton/Dudley. Due to the relative size of the parcel and the
distance between the settlements, the parcel plays a very limited role in preventing the merging or
erosion of the visual or physical gap between these settlements. Loss of openness would not be perceived
as reducing the gap between the settlements.

Purpose 3 - To assist in the safeguarding of the countryside from encroachment

Moderate

There is some sense of encroachment within the parcel as a result of the hamlets of Hoccum, The
Hobbins and part of the hamlet of Swancote which are located within the parcel. However the parcel
displays the characteristics of the countryside and is open. The Green Belt plays a moderate role
safeguarding the countryside from encroachment.

The south-western corner of this parcel comprises a block of residential properties (The Hobbins) and a
small pastoral field that lies adjacent to the west (contained on three sides by settlement, woodland and
a road which provide a degree of separation between it and the wider parcel). This area (including the
Hobbins) is considered to be playing a weaker role against Purpose 3.

Purpose 4 - To preserve the setting and special character of historic towns

No Contribution

Digital analysis, based on bare earth height data, indicates that this parcel is not theoretically visible from
any of the historic settlements assessed under Purpose 4. The openness of the land within this parcel is
not considered to contribute to the setting of these historic settlements.

Purpose 5 - To assist in urban regeneration by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other
urban land

All parcels make an equally significant contribution to this purpose.
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Alternative Green Belt Boundaries

The A454 defines the northern and western edges and rural lanes define the southern and western edges
of the parcel. These features would form readily recognisable alternative Green Belt boundaries, but are
not particularly strong. As the parcel does not lie adjacent to any settlement edge (or non-Green Belt
land) any alternative Green Belt boundary would need to be defined taking into account the coherence of
a new boundary in association with any neighbouring areas of land proposed for release.

Harm to Green Belt Resulting from Release

Although this parcel contains a block of residential development, it is open, predominantly comprises
agricultural land, and is strongly associated with the wider countryside to the east of Bridgnorth.
Releasing this large parcel from the Green Belt would lead to a significant level of encroachment on the
countryside and a weakening of the contribution of neighbouring land to Purpose 3. It is considered that
the release of this parcel from the Green Belt would lead to a High level of harm to the Green Belt in this
local area.

A sub-parcel has been identified within Parcel P54 that would lead to a lower level of overall harm to the
Green Belt if it was to be released. Sub-parcel P54 comprises a block of residential development (The
Hobbins) and a small field to the west. This sub-parcel does not have a strong connection to the wider
countryside. Releasing this sub-parcel from the Green Belt would have a limited sense of encroachment
on the countryside and would not affect the integrity of neighbouring Green Belt land. It is considered
that the release of this parcel from the Green Belt would lead to a Moderate level of harm to the Green
Belt in this local area.
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Figure A3.10: Parcel P55

Figure A3.11: Steep western sloping farmland within sub-parcel P55, view southwest
from the edge of Hermitage Hill Coppice.
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Relationship to settlement/countryside

The western and southern edge of the parcel adjoins the urban edge of Bridgnorth. The northern edge is
bound by the B4363 with woodland beyond. The eastern side of the parcel comprises the ancient
woodland of ‘Hermitage Hill Coppice’ which provides a strong degree of separation between the west of
the parcel and the wider countryside to the east. The western side of the parcel is more closely
associated with the urban area of Bridgnorth than the countryside.

The conclusions about the performance of Parcel P56 are set out in the descriptions below. This includes
the identification of a sub-parcel within Parcel P56 (delineated on Figure A3.10in a purple hatch line)
which the assessment concludes would have a lower level of harm associated with its release.

Purpose 1 - To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas
No contribution

This parcel does not lie adjacent to a large built up area and therefore makes no contribution to Purpose
1.

Purpose 2 - To prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another
Weak

This parcel is located close to the settlement of Bridgnorth. It does lie between the settlements of
Bridgnorth and Albrighton both of which are considered towns with regard to Purpose 2. However, these
settlements are over 13km apart from each other and the parcel makes no contribution to preventing the
merging or erosion of the visual or physical gap between them. The parcel also lies between the
settlements of Bridgnorth and Wombourne/Wolverhampton/Dudley. Due to the relative size of the parcel
and the distance between the settlements, the parcel plays a very limited role in preventing the merging
or erosion of the visual or physical gap between settlements. Loss of openness would not be perceived as
reducing the gap between settlements.

It is also acknowledged that any new development that took place within the parcel could lead to the
narrowing the gap between Bridgnorth and Stanmore Industrial Estate/The Hobbins. Stanmore Industrial
Estate/The Hobbins is not however a town considered under Purpose 2 of this assessment.

Purpose 3 - To assist in the safeguarding of the countryside from encroachment
Weak

There is a strong sense of encroachment within this parcel as a result of the settlement edge of
Bridgnorth, which includes large industrial buildings. The parcel comprises small pastoral fields and
mature woodland, and contains no urban development. It displays some of the characteristics of the
countryside, but is on the urban fringe and lacks a strong rural character. The Green Belt plays a weak
role safeguarding the countryside from encroachment.

Purpose 4 - To preserve the setting and special character of historic towns

Strong

Digital analysis, based on bare earth height data, indicates that this parcel is theoretically visible from the
historic settlement area located within Bridgnorth. In practice, the distinctive wooded ridgeline of
Hermitage Hill Coppice, located within the parcel, has excellent visibility with large areas of this historic
settlement. The openness of the land plays a key role in the immediate setting of Bridgnorth and is
considered to contribute positively to its historic significance and special character.

Purpose 5 - To assist in urban regeneration by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other
urban land

All parcels make an equally significant contribution to this purpose.

Alternative Green Belt Boundaries

The existing settlement edge on the western boundary of the parcel does not constitute a strong Green
Belt boundary. A new Green Belt boundary to the west of ‘Hermitage Hill Coppice’ designated ancient
woodland would represent a stronger and alternative Green Belt boundary.
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Harm to Green Belt Resulting from Release

This parcel is undeveloped, however the settlement edge of Bridgnorth exerts a sense of urban
encroachment across the western part of the parcel. The ancient woodland band on the elevated ridge
within the eastern part of the parcel plays a key role in separating the west from the wider countryside to
the east. The release of the eastern part of the parcel would lead to encroachment on the countryside to
the east and a weakening of the neighbouring area of Green Belt land. Additionally, this distinctive
wooded ridgeline plays an important role in the immediate setting of the historic area of Bridgnorth.
Releasing the whole of Parcel P55 would significantly compromise the role this Green Belt land is playing
with regard to Purpose 4. The release of this parcel from the Green Belt would lead to a High level of
harm to the Green Belt in this local area.

A sub-parcel has been identified within Parcel P55 that would lead to a lower level of overall harm to the
Green Belt if it was released. Sub-parcel P55 comprises the western part of the parcel, which includes
sloping pastoral fields that rise to the east towards the woodland. The settlement edge of Bridgnorth
exerts a strong sense of encroachment within the sub-parcel. The openness of the land within the sub-
parcel does not play a key role in the setting of the historic settlement area located within Bridgnorth, as
it is largely out of sight. Releasing Sub-parcel P55 would not significantly compromise the role this Green
Belt land is playing with regard to Purpose 4 and, due to the presence of the wooded ridgeline to the
east, would not lead to a sense of encroachment on neighbouring areas of open Green Belt land.
Releasing Sub-parcel P55 from the Green Belt would lead to a Low-Moderate level of harm to the Green
Belt in this local area.
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Figure A3.12: Parcel P56

Figure A3.13: Open farmland within Parcel P56 sloping down to east, view
from a public footpath along western edge of the parcel.
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Relationship to settlement/countryside

Parcel P56 comprises sloping agricultural land located to the east of Bridgnorth. ‘Hermitage Hill Coppice’
ancient woodland is located along the western boundary of the parcel and visually and physically
separates it from the urban area of Bridgnorth. The parcel is open and contains no built development
apart from Hermitage Farm which is an ‘appropriate use’ of land within the Green Belt. The parcel is
bounded to the north and northeast by the B4363 and A454 respectively which provide little separation
between the parcel and the neighbouring areas of agricultural land. Woodland within Stanmore Country
Park and the Stanmore Industrial Estate are located in neighbouring land to the southeast of the parcel
and provide a degree of separation from the wider countryside to the east. However, despite this
separation, the parcel forms part of a wide area of open countryside set to the east of Bridgnorth.

The conclusions about the performance of Parcel P36 are set out in the descriptions below. No sub-
parcels were identified that would have a lower level of harm.

Purpose 1 - To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas
No contribution

This parcel does not lie adjacent to a large built up area and therefore makes no contribution to Purpose
1.

Purpose 2 - To prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another
Weak

This parcel is located close to the settlement of Bridgnorth. It does lie between the settlements of
Bridgnorth and Albrighton both of which are considered towns with regard to Purpose 2. However, these
settlements are over 13km apart from each other and the parcel makes very little contribution to
preventing the merging or erosion of physical gap between them. The parcel also lies between the
settlements of Bridgnorth and Wombourne/Wolverhampton/Dudley. Due to the relative size of the parcel
and the distance between the settlements, the parcel plays a very limited role in preventing the merging
or erosion of the visual or physical gap between settlements. Loss of openness would not be perceived as
reducing the gap between settlements.

It is also acknowledged that any new development that took place within the parcel could lead to the
narrowing the gap between Bridgnorth and Stanmore Industrial Estate/The Hobbins. Stanmore Industrial
Estate /The Hobbins is not however a town considered under Purpose 2 of this assessment.

Purpose 3 - To assist in the safeguarding of the countryside from encroachment
Strong

There is little sense of encroachment due to the area being almost entirely free of development. The only
built development includes farm buildings which are not considered to be urbanising influences. The
B4363 / A454 roundabout (with street lights) lies adjacent to the north-east and exerts a slight sense of
urban encroachment on the parcel. However, the land parcel contains strong characteristics of
countryside, has no urbanising development, and is open. The Green Belt parcel is playing a strong role
preventing encroachment of the countryside.

Purpose 4 - To preserve the setting and special character of historic towns

Weak

Digital analysis, based on bare earth height data, indicates that this parcel is theoretically visible from the
historic settlement area located within Bridgnorth. In practice, this parcel is screened by from view by the
distinctive wooded ridgeline of Hermitage Hill Coppice, located within the adjacent parcel. The openness
of the land does not play an important role in the immediate setting of this historic settlement, but
contributes to preserving the wider rural setting.

Purpose 5 - To assist in urban regeneration by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other
urban land

All parcels make an equally significant contribution to this purpose.
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Alternative Green Belt Boundaries

The ancient woodland band along the western edge of the parcel would form a strong and durable
boundary feature. Roads along the northern, southern and eastern edges of the parcel would form readily
recognisable and clearly defined Green Belt boundaries but would not constitute strong boundary
features. There are no stronger alternative boundary features. As the parcel does not lie adjacent to any
settlement edge (or non-Green Belt land), any alternative Green Belt boundary would need to be defined
taking into account the coherence of a new boundary in association with any neighbouring areas of land
proposed for release.

Harm to Green Belt Resulting from Release

Parcel P56 is open in character and undeveloped, comprising agricultural landcover. Releasing this parcel
from the Green Belt would lead to encroachment on the countryside and a weakening of the neighbouring
areas of Green Belt land with regard to Purpose 3. The parcel is partially contained to the west and
southeast by the Stanmore Industrial Estate and Stanmore Country Park which would reduce the sense of
encroachment on the wider countryside and level of harm to the Green Belt. Nevertheless, due to the
open and sloping landform within the parcel, releasing this parcel from the Green Belt would lead to a
Moderate-High level of harm to the Green Belt in this local area.
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Figure A3.14: Parcel P57

Figure A3.15: Woodland within Stanmore Country Park in parcel P57, view east from
the western edge of parcel P56
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Relationship to settlement/countryside

Parcel P57 is located adjacent to the northwest of Stanmore Industrial Estate and is bound to the
southwest by the A454 and the north and south by minor roads. In addition, a block of residential
properties (The Hobbins) are located adjacent to the north of the parcel, and woodland within Stanmore
Country Park adjoins the southeast of the parcel. These features provide a degree of containment of the
parcel from the surrounding wider countryside. However due to the presence of woodland there is a
limited sense of urban encroachment within the parcel.

The conclusions about the performance of Parcel P57 are set out in the descriptions below. No sub-
parcels were identified that would have a lower level of harm.

Purpose 1 - To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas
No contribution

This parcel does not lie adjacent to a large built up area and therefore makes no contribution to Purpose
1.

Purpose 2 - To prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another
Weak

The parcel is located approximately 750m east of the settlement of Bridgnorth and adjacent to the
Stanmore Industrial Estate. The parcel lies between the settlements of Bridgnorth and
Wombourne/Wolverhampton/Dudley. Due to the relative size of the parcel and the distance between the
settlements, the parcel plays a very limited role in preventing the merging or erosion of the visual or
physical gap between the settlements. Loss of openness would not be perceived as reducing the gap
between these settlements.

It is also acknowledged that any new development that took place within the parcel could lead to the
narrowing the gap between Bridgnorth and Stanmore Industrial Estate. Stanmore Industrial Estate is not
however a town considered under Purpose 2 of this assessment.

Purpose 3 - To assist in the safeguarding of the countryside from encroachment

Strong

The parcel comprises Stanmore Country Park. There is very little sense of encroachment despite being
bordered to the north by the hamlet of The Hobbins and to the east by Stanmore Industrial Estate due to
the woodland within the parcel which limits visibility. The parcel itself is entirely free of development,
however the A454 runs along the western boundary. The Green Belt plays a strong role safeguarding the
countryside from encroachment.

Purpose 4 - To preserve the setting and special character of historic towns

No Contribution

Digital analysis, based on bare earth height data, indicates that this parcel is not theoretically visible from
any of the historic settlements assessed under Purpose 4. The openness of the land within this parcel is
not considered to contribute to the setting of these historic settlements.

Purpose 5 - To assist in urban regeneration by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other
urban land

All parcels make an equally significant contribution to this purpose.

Alternative Green Belt Boundaries

The roads surrounding the parcel would form a more consistent and readily recognisable alternative
Green Belt boundary than the existing urban edge of Stanmore Industrial Estate which is inset in the
Green Belt.
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Harm to Green Belt Resulting from Release

Parcel P57 contains no built development and is open in character with an abundance of woodland. The
parcel is contained by development to the north (the Hobbins) and the east (Stanmore Industrial Estate).
Its containment by development provides separation from the wider countryside to the north and east.
Releasing this parcel from the Green Belt would lead to encroachment on the countryside within the
parcel itself, but its relative containment by existing development would minimise harm to the wider
Green Belt. The roads surrounding the parcel would also form a more consistent and readily recognisable
alternative Green Belt boundary than the existing urban edge of Stanmore Industrial Estate. The release
of this parcel from the Green Belt would lead to a Moderate level of harm to the Green Belt in this local
area.
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Figure A3.16: Parcel P58

Figure A3.17: Horse paddocks within parcel P58, view southeast from northern edge of
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Relationship to settlement/countryside

Parcel P58 is located adjacent to the north of Stanmore Industrial Estate, which is located to the south of
the parcel. This area encompassing Stanmore Industrial Estate is largely developed with modern
industrial buildings and associated service areas and is inset within the Green Belt. The northern and
north-eastern edges of the parcel are bound by country lanes, and a block of woodland adjoins the
northeast of the parcel. The east of the parcel is bound by hedgerows and a plantation of young
deciduous trees. These features provide minimal separation between the parcel and the wider
countryside to the north and east. Although partly contained by development, the parcel is open and
forms part of the wider countryside.

The conclusions about the performance of Parcel P58 are set out in the descriptions below. No sub-
parcels were identified that would have a lower level of harm.

Purpose 1 - To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas
No contribution

This parcel does not lie adjacent to a large built up area and therefore makes no contribution to Purpose
1.

Purpose 2 - To prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another
Weak

The parcel is located approximately 1.5km east of the settlement of Bridgnorth and adjacent to the
Stanmore Industrial Estate. The parcel lies between the settlements of Bridgnorth and
Wombourne/Wolverhampton/Dudley. Due to the relative size of the parcel and the distance between the
settlements, the parcel plays a very limited role in preventing the merging or erosion of the visual or
physical gap between these settlements. Loss of openness would not be perceived as reducing the gap
between settlements.

Purpose 3 - To assist in the safeguarding of the countryside from encroachment
Moderate

There is some sense of encroachment within the parcel as it is bordered to the south and southwest by
the Stanmore Industrial Estate. Additionally, a cluster of houses are located to the northwest of the
parcel, including a large single dwelling with swimming pool and tennis court. The land parcel contains
agricultural fields, paddocks and lines of trees; it has characteristics of countryside and is generally open.
However, neighbouring development has reduced the sense of openness in parts and weakened its rural
character. The Green Belt designation within this parcel plays a moderate role safeguarding the
countryside from encroachment.

Purpose 4 - To preserve the setting and special character of historic towns

No Contribution

Digital analysis, based on bare earth height data, indicates that this parcel is not theoretically visible from
any of the historic settlements assessed under Purpose 4. The openness of the land within this parcel is
not considered to contribute to the setting of these historic settlements.

Purpose 5 - To assist in urban regeneration by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other
urban land

All parcels make an equally significant contribution to this purpose.

Alternative Green Belt Boundaries

The road along the northern and boundary of the parcel would form a more consistent and readily
recognisable Green Belt boundary than the existing urban edge of Stanmore Industrial Estate. The
eastern edge of the parcel is bound by hedgerows and farm track which does not constitute a strong
boundary.
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Harm to Green Belt Resulting from Release

The southern and western part of Parcel P58 is contained by the adjacent Stanmore Industrial Estate
which exerts a sense of encroachment within parts of the parcel. Land within the parcel contains
agricultural fields, paddocks and lines of trees and is open constituting part of the wider countryside to
the northeast of Stanmore industrial Estate. Releasing this parcel from the Green Belt could lead to
encroachment on the countryside within the parcel itself but its relative containment would limit the harm
to the wider Green Belt. Due to the containment by existing development to the south and west the
release of this parcel from the Green Belt would lead to a Moderate level of harm to the Green Belt in

this local area.
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Figure A3.19: Rolling farmland within parcel P59,view southeast from the northern
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Relationship to settlement/countryside

Part of the western edge of parcel P59 adjoins Stanmore Industrial Estate which is inset in the Green Belt
and exerts a level of urban encroachment in the parcel. However this is limited with the parcel comprising
open rolling agricultural land which is strongly associated with the wider countryside to the east.

The conclusions about the performance of Parcel P59 are set out in the descriptions below. No sub-
parcels were identified that would have a lower level of harm.

Purpose 1 - To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas
No contribution

This parcel does not lie adjacent to a large built up area and therefore makes no contribution to Purpose
1.

Purpose 2 - To prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another
Weak

The parcel is located approximately 1.5km east of the settlement of Bridgnorth and adjacent to the
Stanmore Industrial Estate. The parcel lies between the settlements of Bridgnorth and
Wombourne/Wolverhampton/Dudley. Due to the relative size of the parcel and the distance between the
settlements, the parcel plays a very limited role in preventing the merging or erosion of the visual or
physical gap between these settlements. Loss of openness would not be perceived as reducing the gap
between settlements.

Purpose 3 - To assist in the safeguarding of the countryside from encroachment
Strong

There is some sense of encroachment within the parcel as a result of the Stanmore Industrial Estate
which lies adjacent to part of the western border of the parcel a. A garden centre is also located within
the south of the parcel (this is considered to be an urbanising influence) and a couple of dwellings.
However the land parcel contains the characteristics of countryside, and is open. The Green Belt plays a
strong role safeguarding the countryside from encroachment.

Purpose 4 - To preserve the setting and special character of historic towns
No Contribution

Digital analysis, based on bare earth height data, indicates that this parcel is not theoretically visible from
any of the historic settlements assessed under Purpose 4. The openness of the land within this parcel is
not considered to contribute to the setting of these historic settlements.

Purpose 5 - To assist in urban regeneration by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other
urban land

All parcels make an equally significant contribution to this purpose.

Alternative Green Belt Boundaries

The roads bounding the north and south of the parcel and the woodland block to the east of the parcel
would form readily recognisable Green Belt boundaries. However, the majority of the parcel is bound by
hedgerows and tracks, which would not form durable boundaries any stronger than the existing urban
edge of Stanmore Industrial Estate.

Harm to Green Belt Resulting from Release

There is a limited sense of existing encroachment within parts of the parcel as a result of the adjacent
Stanmore Industrial Estate. However, the parcel is open, comprising agricultural land and has a strong
connection with the wider countryside. Releasing this parcel from the Green Belt would lead to significant
encroachment on the countryside and a weakening of the contribution neighbouring areas of Green Belt
make to Purpose 3. The release of this parcel from the Green Belt would lead to a High level of harm to
the Green Belt in this local area.
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Figure A3.21: Horse paddock along the eastern edge of P60, view east from the eastern
edge of Russell Close.
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Relationship to settlement/countryside

Parcel P60 is located adjacent to the south of Stanmore Industrial Estate which is inset in the Green Belt.
Woodland within Stanmore County Park is located in the north of the parcel and a plant nursery is located
in the southwest. The west of the parcel also contains the small hamlet of Stanmore which consists of a
housing estate of military origin. The parcel is bound by the A458 to the south, the A454 to the
southwest, and a minor access road to the northwest. The industrial estate to the north, and Stanmore
Hall caravan park, set within mature woodland to the south, provide a degree of containment and
separate the parcel from the wider countryside to the north and south. On balance the parcel has a closer
association with development located within it and existing development to the north and south, than the
wider countryside.

The conclusions about the performance of Parcel P60 are set out in the descriptions below. No sub-
parcels were identified that would have a lower level of harm.

Purpose 1 - To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas
No contribution

This parcel does not lie adjacent to a large built up area and therefore makes no contribution to Purpose
1.

Purpose 2 - To prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another
Weak

The parcel is located approximately 700m east of the settlement of Bridgnorth and adjacent to the
Stanmore Industrial Estate. The parcel lies between the settlements of Bridgnorth and
Wombourne/Wolverhampton/Dudley. Due to the relative size of the parcel and the distance between the
settlements, the parcel plays a very limited role in preventing the merging or erosion of the visual or
physical gap between these settlements. Loss of openness would not be perceived as reducing the gap
between settlements.

It is acknowledged that any new development that took place within the parcel could lead to the
narrowing the gap between Bridgnorth and Stanmore Industrial Estate. Stanmore Industrial Estate is not
however a town considered under Purpose 2 of this assessment.

Purpose 3 - To assist in the safeguarding of the countryside from encroachment
Moderate

There is some sense of encroachment within the parcel as it is bordered to the north by the Stanmore
Industrial Estate. However, much of the parcel is sheltered from this by a thick band of woodland along
the northern half of the parcel. In addition, the parcel contains the hamlet of Stanmore, a cluster of
houses to the northeast of the parcel and a garden centre to the south. The remaining areas are wooded
or in agricultural use. Overall the land parcel does contain the characteristics of countryside and is
relatively open. The Green Belt plays a moderate role safeguarding the countryside from encroachment.

The south-eastern corner of this parcel comprises the small hamlet of Stanmore, as well as a small
pastoral field and horse paddock. The small pastoral field and horse paddock are contained by Stanmore
and woodland to the north and woodland that encloses Stanmore Caravan Park to the south. This
provides a degree of separation between it and the wider parcel. This area is considered to be playing a
weaker role against Purpose 3.

Purpose 4 - To preserve the setting and special character of historic towns

No Contribution

Digital analysis, based on bare earth height data, indicates that this parcel is not theoretically visible from
any of the historic settlements assessed under Purpose 4. The openness of the land within this parcel is
not considered to contribute to the setting of these historic settlements.

Purpose 5 - To assist in urban regeneration by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other
urban land
All parcels make an equally significant contribution to this purpose.
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Alternative Green Belt Boundaries

The roads bounding the south and northwest of the parcel would form alternative Green Belt boundaries
that are more readily recognisable and stronger than the existing urban edge of Stanmore Industrial
Estate. The east of the parcel is defined by a minor access road, hedgerows and a woodland edge with no
potential stronger alternative Green Belt boundaries.

Harm to Green Belt Resulting from Release

Parcel P60 contains residential development and is contained by development to the north and south.
Much of the parcel comprises woodland and agricultural land and is relatively open. Releasing this parcel
from the Green Belt would lead to some encroachment on the countryside. However its containment to
the north and south and extent of existing development within the parcel mean the release of this parcel
from the Green Belt would lead to a Moderate level of harm to the Green Belt in this local area.
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Figure A3.22: Parcel P61

Figure A3.23: Rolling farmland and woodland within parcel P61, view west.
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Relationship to settlement/countryside

Parcel P61 adjoins the southeast of the urban area of Bridgnorth and comprises land which slopes down
to the west forming part of the eastern valley side of the River Severn. The landcover is predominantly
agricultural land and mature woodland some of which is designated as ancient woodland. Stanmore Hall
Caravan Park is located in the northeast of the parcel. Large industrial buildings on the fringe of
Bridgnorth overlook parts of the parcel and provide a sense of encroachment along the western edge of
the parcel. The north of the parcel is bounded by the A458, the south of the parcel is bounded by the
A442 and a minor road, and the east of the parcel is bounded by a country lane. Quatford Wood House
Woodland also adjoins the southeast of the parcel. The parcel is largely undeveloped and open and on
balance is more closely associated with the wider countryside to the east, than the urban area of
Bridgnorth.

Purpose 1 - To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas
No contribution

This parcel does not lie adjacent to a large built up area and therefore makes no contribution to Purpose
1.

Purpose 2 - To prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another
Weak

This parcel is adjacent to the settlement of Bridgnorth. The parcel lies between the settlements of
Bridgnorth and Stourbridge with the West Midlands conurbation beyond. Due to the relative size of the
parcel and the distance between the settlements, the parcel plays a very limited role in preventing the
merging or erosion of the visual or physical gap between settlements. Loss of openness would not be
perceived as reducing the gap between settlements.

Purpose 3 - To assist in the safeguarding of the countryside from encroachment
Moderate

There is some sense of encroachment within the parcel as a result of the presence of Stanmore Hall
Caravan Park to the north of the parcel and a few clusters of houses surrounded by Quatford Castle in the
south of the parcel. Additionally, large industrial buildings (Bridgnorth Aluminium) within the urban area
of Low Town (Bridgnorth), adjacent to the west, are visually prominent from the steep land in the far
west of the parcel. However, these urbanising influences are limited with the parcel remaining relatively
open and display many of the characteristics of the countryside. The Green Belt plays a moderate role
safeguarding the countryside from encroachment.

Purpose 4 - To preserve the setting and special character of historic towns

Weak

Digital analysis, based on bare earth height data, indicates that this parcel is theoretically visible from the
historic settlement area located within Bridgnorth. In practice, the elevated land in the east of this parcel
has some intervisibility with the historic settlement areas within Bridgnorth, however this is relatively
limited. The openness of the land and its rural character do not play an important role in the immediate
setting of this historic settlement, but contribute to preserving the wider rural setting.

Purpose 5 - To assist in urban regeneration by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other
urban land

All parcels make an equally significant contribution to this purpose.

Alternative Green Belt Boundaries

The roads bounding the parcel would form readily recognisable Green Belt boundaries and would form
stronger boundaries than the current urban edge along the industrial sites to the west.
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Harm to Green Belt Resulting from Release

Parcel P61 contains some development, including a caravan park in the northeast of the parcel and a few
clusters of houses and Quatford Castle in the south of the parcel. Large industrial buildings within the
urban area of Bridgnorth are also visible in the far west of the parcel. These features exert a slight sense
of urban encroachment within parts of the parcel; however the majority of the parcel is open and
comprises rolling agricultural land and woodland (some designated as ancient woodland). Releasing this
parcel from the Green Belt would lead to significant encroachment on a large area of countryside and a
weakening of neighbouring Green Belt land in relation to Purpose 3. The release of this parcel from the
Green Belt would lead to a Moderate - High level of harm to the Green Belt in this local area.
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Figure A3.24: Parcel P62

Figure A3.25: View of parcel P62 looking north from the A442.
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Relationship to settlement/countryside

Parcel P62 is located on the southern eastern edge of Bridgnorth and comprises sloping agricultural land
and part of the hamlet of Danesford. The parcel adjoins agricultural land to the south and west, however
the A442 to the south and slope of the land with woodland to the west, separate the parcel from the
wider countryside. The adjoining industrial and residential development to the north and west has a
substantial urbanising influence on the character of the parcel. The parcel has a closer association with
the settlement edge then the wider countryside.

The conclusions about the performance of Parcel P62 are set out in the descriptions below. No sub-
parcels were identified that would have a lower level of harm.

Purpose 1 - To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas
No contribution

This parcel does not lie adjacent to a large built up area and therefore makes no contribution to Purpose
1.

Purpose 2 - To prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another
Weak

This parcel is adjacent to the settlement of Bridgnorth. The parcel lies between the settlements of
Bridgnorth and Highley which are considered under Purpose 2 in this assessment. However, these
settlements are over 7km apart from each other. The parcel also lies between the settlements of
Bridgnorth and Stourbridge & Kidderminster. Due to the relative size of the parcel and the distance
between the settlements, the parcel plays a very limited role in preventing the merging or erosion of the
visual or physical gap between settlements. Loss of openness would not be perceived as reducing the gap
between settlements.

Purpose 3 - To assist in the safeguarding of the countryside from encroachment
Moderate

There is a sense of encroachment within the parcel as a result of the visual prominence of the settlement
edge of Low Town (Bridgnorth) and the large buildings located within an industrial estate adjacent to the
northern border (Bridgnorth Aluminium). Additionally, part of the hamlet of Danesford is contained within
the south of the parcel and the busy A442 runs along the southern border. The parcel contains a mix of
small arable and pastoral fields, it displays some characteristics of the countryside and is relatively open,
however it lacks rural character. The Green Belt plays a moderate role safeguarding the countryside from
encroachment.

Purpose 4 - To preserve the setting and special character of historic towns

Weak

Digital analysis, based on bare earth height data, indicates that this parcel is theoretically visible from the
historic settlement area located within Bridgnorth. In practice, the undulating land within this parcel has
very little intervisibility with the historic settlement areas within Bridgnorth. The openness of the land
does not play an important role in the immediate setting of this historic settlement, but contributes
marginally to preserving the wider setting.

Purpose 5 - To assist in urban regeneration by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other
urban land

All parcels make an equally significant contribution to this purpose.

Alternative Green Belt Boundaries

The roads bounding the parcel to the south and east would constitute a more consistent and readily
recognisable Green Belt boundary than the existing urban edge along the industrial sites to the north.
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Harm to Green Belt Resulting from Release

The visually prominent residential and industrial buildings adjoining the parcel have a strong influence on
the parcel. The parcel is predominantly open and contains a mix of small arable, pastoral fields and
residential properties forming part of the hamlet of Danesford. Releasing this parcel from the Green Belt
would lead to some encroachment on the countryside. However the roads bounding the parcel to the
south and east would constitute a more consistent and readily recognisable Green Belt boundary than the
existing urban edge along the industrial sites to the north and the parcels containment by development to
the north, and to a more limited extent to the south by further properties in Danesford mean the release
of this parcel from the Green Belt would lead to a Low-Moderate level of harm to the Green Belt in this

local area.
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Figure A3.26: Parcel P63

Figure A3.27: Flat floodplain within parcel P63 with Caravan Park seen in the
background, view north from the western edge of the parcel.
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Relationship to settlement/countryside

Parcel P63 adjoins the southern edge of Bridgnorth and consists predominantly of agricultural land
forming part of the River Severn floodplain. Part of the hamlet of Danesford and the Riverside Caravan
Park are also contained within the parcel. The parcel is bounded along the western and southern edges
by the River Severn, to the north by the settlement edge and to the east by the A442. These provide
containment of the parcel from the surrounding countryside. The north of the parcel is crossed by the
A458. The parcel is however predominantly agricultural land and has a closer association with the
surrounding countryside than the built up area.

The conclusions about the performance of Parcel P63 are set out in the descriptions below. No sub-
parcels were identified that would have a lower level of harm.

Purpose 1 - To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas
No contribution

This parcel does not lie adjacent to a large built up area and therefore makes no contribution to Purpose
1.

Purpose 2 - To prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another
Weak

This parcel is adjacent to the settlement of Bridgnorth. The parcel lies between the settlements of
Bridgnorth and Highley which are considered under Purpose 2 in this assessment. However, these
settlements are over 7km apart from each other. The parcel also lies between the settlements of
Bridgnorth and Stourbridge/Kidderminster. Due to the relative size of the parcel and the distance
between the settlements, the parcel plays a very limited role in preventing the merging or erosion of the
visual or physical gap between settlements. Loss of openness would not be perceived as reducing the gap
between settlements.

Purpose 3 - To assist in the safeguarding of the countryside from encroachment
Moderate

There is a sense of encroachment within the parcel as a result of the visual prominence of settlement
edge of Low Town (Bridgnorth) which includes large industrial buildings (Bridgnorth Aluminium) located
adjacent to the north-eastern border, the A442 that defines part of the north eastern border, and the
A458 (Bridgnorth bypass) and River Severn Bridge passes through the north of the parcel. Additionally,
part of the hamlet of Danesford and The Riverside Caravan Park are contained within the parcel.
However, despite these urbanising influences the parcel remains largely open comprising relatively large
flat arable and pastoral fields, residential garden grounds and small paddocks. The parcel displays
characteristics of the countryside and is generally rural in character, although this character is weaker in
places , especially in the north. The Green Belt plays a moderate role safeguarding the countryside from
encroachment.

Purpose 4 - To preserve the setting and special character of historic towns
Strong

Digital analysis, based on bare earth height data, indicates that this parcel is theoretically visible from the
historic settlement area located within Bridgnorth. In practice, land within the far north of the parcel that
forms a flat river terrace of Severn and has good intervisibility with the historic settlement areas within
Bridgnorth. The openness of this land plays an important role in the immediate setting of Bridgnorth
Conservation Area and contributes positively to the historic significance of the settlement.

The Riverside Caravan Park and adjoining small pastoral field to the south have a reduced sense of
openness and are largely screened from the Bridgnorth Conservation Area by the A458 (Bridgnorth
bypass) River Severn Bridge. This area is considered to play a weaker role against purpose 4.

Purpose 5 - To assist in urban regeneration by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other
urban land

All parcels make an equally significant contribution to this purpose.
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Alternative Green Belt Boundaries

The existing Green Belt boundary comprises the River Severn to the south of the parcel and the existing
settlement edge of Bridgnorth to the north. Release of parcel P63 would lead to the creation of a new
Green Belt boundary along the A442, which whilst readily recognisable would not constitute as strong a
Green Belt boundary as the River Severn.

Harm to Green Belt Resulting from Release

Parcel P63 contains a limited amount of built development, including the A458 and caravan park in the
north of the parcel and part of the hamlet of Danesford in the south of the parcel. However, the parcel is
open and predominantly comprises agricultural land. The land in the far north of the parcel contributes to
the setting of the historic areas within Bridgnorth, although the caravan park in the north of the parcel
limits this. Releasing this parcel from the Green Belt would have some impact on the setting of the
historic town and lead to encroachment on the countryside. It is considered that the release of this parcel
from the Green Belt would lead to a Moderate-High level of harm to the Green Belt in this local area.
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Conclusion

Figure A3.28 below shows the level of harm associated with the release of parcels/sub-parcels considered
within the assessment around Bridgnorth.
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The parcel assessment summarised on Figure A3.28above indicates that the release of Green Belt land
for development could result in a *high’ level of harm to the Green Belt in the far northeast and
east(parcels P52, P53, P54, P59), as well as land (designated as ancient woodland) which forms the
eastern extent of parcel P55. The release of land for development to the south of Bridgnorth (parcel P61
and P63) and to the east of Bridgnorth to the west of the A454 (Parcel P56) could result in a ‘moderate-
high’ level of harm. In comparison, the release of land for development to the west, north and south of
Stanmore Industrial Estate (parcels P57, P58 andP60), as well as the smaller sub-parcel P54 could result
in a ‘moderate’ level of harm. Releasing the Green Belt land directly adjoining the south of Bridgnorth
(Parcel P62 and sub-parcel P55) could result in a ‘low-moderate’ level of harm.

Shropshire Green Belt Assessment 153 November 2018
Appendix 3



Part 3: Opportunity Areas — Assessment of Harm on the Green Belt

The assessment of the harm that could be caused by releasing Green Belt land for development has been
tested through the identification of three distinct Opportunity Areas around Bridgnorth and by the
identification of three further Sub-Opportunity Areas. The findings of these assessments are set out below.
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Description of Opportunity Area Bn-1

Opportunity Area Bn-1 comprises the entire areas of parcels P56 and P55 to identify a potential direction
for growth across the eastern boundary of Bridgnorth.

Sub-opportunity Area Bn-1a

A sub-opportunity area has been identified that would lead to a lower level of overall harm to the Green
Belt. Sub-opportunity Area Bn-1a comprises the release of sub-parcel P55.

Summary of Assessment of Harm for Individual Parcels

The individual release of parcel P55 would have a High level of harm on the Green Belt. The individual
release of parcel P56 would have a Moderate-High level of harm on the Green Belt.

Assessment of Harm for sub-parcels

The release of Sub-parcel P55 would have a Low-Moderate level of harm on the Green Belt.

Assessment of harm

Removal of Opportunity Area Bn-1

The removal of Bn-1 would result in development being sited beyond the current settlement edge of
Bridgnorth on open agricultural land to the east of the distinctive band of ancient woodland of ‘Hermitage
Hill Coppice’. The land within parcel P56 slopes down to the east with the western areas of the parcel
being more elevated and visually prominent than the surrounding land. Development within this parcel
would be visible from neighbouring areas of Green Belt land, particularly to the north and northeast and
would encroach on these areas of open countryside. The presence of established woodland within
Stanmore Country Park and Stanmore Industrial Estate provide a degree of visual separation between
parcel P56 and the wider countryside to the southeast, therefore the sense of encroachment resulting
from this Green Belt release is likely to be lower. This woodland within P55 plays a key role in the setting
of the historic settlement area within Bridgnorth therefore the release of Opportunity Area Bn-1 could
significantly weaken the role of the Green Belt with regard to Purpose 4. The release of Opportunity Area
Bn-1 would lead to a High level of harm to the Green Belt in this local area.

No mitigation measures have been identified, as release of the opportunity area would have a high level
of harm on the Green Belt.

Removal of Sub-opportunity Area Bn-1a

Sub-parcel P55 consists of a narrow strip of sloping grazing land set between Hermitage Hill Coppice
woodland to east and the urban edge of Bridgnorth to the west. The adjoining settlement has a strong
influence on the sub-parcel and woodland separates the land from the wider countryside to the east. The
openness of the land does not play a key role in the setting of the historic town of Bridgnorth. Releasing
Sub-opportunity Area Bn-1a would lead to a Low-Moderate level of harm to the integrity of the Green
Belt in this local area.

Low-Moderate Harm

The following section sets out the mitigation measures that could be considered in order to minimise the
degree of harm to the Green Belt associated with the release of Bn-1a.

Mitigation Measures

e Trees within *Hermitage Hill Coppice’ along the eastern edge of the Sub-parcel P55 should be retained
and protected against any construction activity in accordance with best practice. These trees play a
key role in preserving the setting of the historic town of Bridgnorth.
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Development within Sub-opportunity Area Bn-1a should be restricted to appropriate small scale and
low density residential development of up to two storeys, or single storey employment development
to minimise encroachment on neighbouring Green Belt land.

Where possible, existing hedgerows along the road bounding south of the sub-parcel should be
retained and enhanced to create coherent new Green Belt boundaries.
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Description of Opportunity Area Bn-2

Opportunity Area Bn-2 comprises the entire area of parcels P54, P55, P56, P57, P58, P59 and P60 to
identify a potential direction for growth across the eastern boundary of Bridgnorth.

Sub-opportunity Area Bn-2a

One sub-opportunity area has been identified that would lead to a lower level of overall harm to the
Green Belt. Sub-opportunity Area Bn-2a comprises the release of parcels P57, P58 and P60, as well as
sub-parcels P54 and P55.

Summary of Assessment of Harm for Individual Parcels

The individual release of parcels P54, P55 and P59 would have a High level of harm on the Green Belt.
The individual release of parcel P56 would have a Moderate-High level of harm on the Green Belt. The
individual release of parcels P57, P58 and P60 could have a Moderate level of harm on the Green Belt.

Assessment of Harm for sub-parcels

The individual release of parcels P57, P58 and P60, and Sub-parcel P54 would have a Moderate level of
harm on the Green Belt. The individual release of Sub-parcel P55 could have a Low-Moderate level of
harm on the Green Belt.

Assessment of harm

Removal of Opportunity Area Bn-2

Parcels P54, P56, P58 and P59 form part of a wide area of open countryside located to the east of
Bridgnorth. Releasing the entirety of these parcels from the Green Belt would constitute significant
encroachment on the countryside. There is no separation between these parcels and the adjoining areas
of open countryside and their release is likely to weaken the contribution of neighbouring Green Belt land
to Purpose 3. The ‘Hermitage Hill Coppice’ woodland along eastern edge of parcel P55 also plays a key
role in the setting of the historic town of Bridgnorth,.

The release of the Opportunity Area Ab2 would lead to a High level of harm to the Green Belt in this local
area.

No mitigation measures have been identified, as release of the opportunity area would have a high level
of harm on the Green Belt

Removal of Sub-opportunity Area Bn-2a

The sub-parcel P55 is located along the settlement edge of Bridgnorth and is not part of the wider
countryside and does not play a key role in the setting of Bridgnorth. Sub-parcel P54 is partly contained
by development and does not have a strong connection to the wider countryside. ParcelsP57 P58 and P60
are also partly enclosed by development and P60 contains the hamlet of Stanmore. The partial
containment of these areas limits the harm of their release on the wider Green Belt. Removal of the sub-
opportunity area could however lead to a degree of encroachment on P56 in relation to Purpose 3. As
Stanmore is not a town considered under Purpose 2, release of the sub-opportunity area would not have
any effect in relation to Purpose 2 - preventing the merging of towns.

Releasing Sub-opportunity Area Bn-2a from the Green Belt would lead to a Moderate level of harm to
the Green Belt in this local area.

Moderate Harm

The following section sets out the mitigation measures that could be considered in order to minimise the
degree of harm to the Green Belt associated with the release of Bn-2a.

Mitigation Measures

¢ Trees within Hermitage Hill Coppice along the eastern edge of the Sub-parcel P55 should be retained
and protected against any construction activity in accordance with best practice. These trees play a
key role in preserving the setting of the historic settlement area within Bridgnorth.
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Hedgerows and tree belts along the boundaries of parcels P57 and P60 should be retained and
enhanced, to limit the potential harm to P56 in relation to Purpose 3.

The hedgerows that line the boundaries of P58 and sub-parcel P54 should retained and enhanced,
with any gaps strengthened and new hedgerows/trees planted.

Development within Sub-opportunity Area Bn-2a should be restricted to appropriate small scale and
low density residential development of up to two storeys, or single storey employment development,
to minimise encroachment on neighbouring Green Belt land.
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Description of Opportunity Area Bn-3

Opportunity Area Bn-3 comprises the entire area of parcels P52, P53, P54, P55, P56, P57, P58, P59, P60,
P61, P62 and P63 to identify a potential direction for growth across the eastern, north eastern and south
eastern boundary of Bridgnorth.

Sub-opportunity Area Bn-3a

A sub-opportunity area has been identified that would lead to a lower level of overall harm to the Green
Belt. Sub-opportunity Area Bn-3a comprises the release of parcels P57, P58, P60 and P62, and the
release of sub-parcels P54 and P55.

Summary of Assessment of Harm for Individual Parcels

The individual release of parcels P52, P53, P54, P55, P59 and would have a High level of harm on the
Green Belt. The individual release of parcels P56, P61 and P63 would have a Moderate-high level of
harm on the Green Belt. The individual release of parcels P57, P58 and P60 would have a Moderate level
of harm on the Green Belt. The individual release of Parcel P62 would lead to a Low-Moderate level of
harm to the Green Belt in the local area.

Assessment of Harm for sub-parcels

The individual release of parcels P57, P58 and P60, and sub-parcels P54 would have a Moderate level of
harm and P61 a Moderate-high level of harm on the Green Belt. The individual release of sub-parcels
P55 and P62 would lead to a Low-Moderate level of harm to the Green Belt in the local area.

Assessment of harm

Removal of Opportunity Area Bn-3

Parcels P52, P53, P54, P56, P58, P59 and P61 form part of a wide area of open countryside located to the
east of Bridgnorth. Releasing these parcels from the Green Belt would constitute significant
encroachment on the countryside. There is no separation between these parcels and the adjoining areas
of open countryside and their release is likely to weaken the contribution of neighbouring Green Belt land
to Purpose 3. Furthermore, the ‘*Hermitage Hill Coppice’ ancient woodland along the eastern edge of
parcel P55 plays a key role in the setting of the historic town of Bridgnorth.

The release of the Opportunity Area Bn-3 would lead to a High level of harm to the Green Belt in this
local area.

No mitigation measures have been identified, as release of the opportunity area would have a high level
of harm on the Green Belt

Removal of Sub-opportunity Area Bn-3a

Sub-parcel P55 is located along the settlement edge of Bridgnorth and is not part of the wider
countryside and does not play a key role in the setting of Bridgnorth. Sub-parcel P54 is partly contained
by development and does not have a strong connection to the wider countryside. Parcel P57, P58 and
P60 are also partly enclosed by development and P60 contains the hamlet of Stanmore. Parcel P62
adjoins the industrial and residential settlement edge of Bridgnorth and is partly separated from open
land to the south by the A442 and properties along the road. The partial containment of these areas
limits the harm of their release on the wider Green Belt. Removal of the sub-opportunity area would
however lead to a degree of encroachment on P56 in relation to Purpose 3. As Stanmore is not a town
considered under Purpose 2, release of the Sub-opportunity area would have no effect in relation to
Purpose 2 - preventing the merging of towns.

Releasing Sub-opportunity Area Bn-3a from the Green Belt will lead to a Moderate level of harm to the
Green Belt in this local area.

Moderate Harm

The following section sets out the mitigation measures that could be considered in order to minimise the
degree of harm to the Green Belt associated with the release of Bn-3a.
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Mitigation Measures

¢ Trees within Hermitage Hill Coppice along the eastern edge of the Sub-parcel P55 should be retained
and protected against any construction activity in accordance with best practice. These trees play a
key role in preserving the setting of the historic settlement area within Bridgnorth.

e Hedgerows and tree belts along the boundaries of parcels P57 and P60 should be retained and
enhanced to limit the potential harm to P56 in relation to Purpose 3.

e The hedgerows that line the boundaries of P58 and sub-parcel P54 should be retained and enhanced,
with any gaps strengthened and new hedgerows/trees planted.

¢ Hedgerows and trees along either side of the A442 and Old Worcester Road along the southern and
eastern boundary of parcel P62 should retained and enhanced, with any gaps strengthened and new
hedgerows/trees planted.

e Development within Sub-opportunity Area Bn-3a should be restricted to appropriate small scale and
low density residential development of up to two storeys, or single storey employment development
to minimise encroachment on neighbouring Green Belt land.
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Part 4: Conclusions for Bridgnorth

The assessment has reviewed the potential harm to the Green Belt of releasing for development,
individual parcels or sub-parcels identified in this Green Belt Review. This has subsequently informed the
identification of three opportunity areas; and three sub-opportunity areas around the settlement of
Bridgnorth.

The findings of the assessment of harm likely to result from releasing the opportunity areas or sub-
opportunity areas for development are summarised in Table A3.1.

Table A3.1: Assessment of Harm for Opportunity Areas within Bridgnorth
Opportunity Area Reference | Area (ha) _

The consideration of the release of Green Belt land around Bridgnorth, set out in detail in the preceding
sections and summarised in the table above, highlights the various potential Green Belt impacts arising
from the possible release of land for development to meet the future needs of the settlement of
Bridgnorth. The assessment in this Green Belt Review has shown that, 7.2ha of land (within opportunity
area Bn-1a) could be released from the Green Belt for development with only low-moderate harm to the
Green Belt, and up to 110.6ha of land could be released with moderate harm (under opportunity area Bn-
3a).

Whilst development on Green Belt land may inevitably lead to some degree of encroachment into the
countryside within the Green Belt, the strategic function of the West Midlands Green Belt will not be
affected by such small scale releases of land in Bridgnorth. At both a strategic level and local level, there
will be no harm to the role played by the West Midlands Green Belt in checking the unrestricted sprawl of
the large built areas, preventing the merging of neighbouring towns, or preserving the setting and special
character of historic towns.
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