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Habitat Regulations Assessment Screening Statement for the Much Wenlock 

Neighbourhood Development Plan Review 

Summary 

This document is the Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA) Screening Statement for the Much Wenlock 

Neighbourhood Development Plan (MWNDP) Review.  

This HRA Screening Statement concludes that there is no likely significant effect on any European Site as a 

result of the policies contained within the MWNDP and as such the MWNDPR is ‘screened out’ of the HRA 

process and no further HRA assessments (including ‘Appropriate Assessments’) are deemed necessary. 

 

Neighbourhood Planning  

Neighbourhood planning is a new community right introduced by the Localism Act 2011 and guidance on its 

implementation is provided in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

Neighbourhood Plans form part of the Statutory Land Use Plan and as such must be subject to HRA under 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended) [the Habitats Regulations]. 

 

Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Development Plan Review 

The current MWNDP period runs from 2013 to 2026. Given the progress of the emerging Shropshire Local 

Plan through its examination stage, in March 2023 the Much Wenlock Parish Council Planning and 

Environment Committee decided to review the MWNDP.  

An application by Much Wenlock Town Council to designate a neighbourhood plan area went out for public 

consultation from 27 June to 10 August 2010. The application was approved by Shropshire Council's Cabinet 

on 12 September 2012 and a formal notice was issued. For the purposes of MWNDP Review the same 

designated area will be used. 

The Plan period will be from 2024 to 2038, to coincide with the period for the Shropshire Local Plan Review, 

which is standard practice where there is an emerging Local Plan. 

The starting point for the review of MWNDP was to ensure that the residents of Much Wenlock parish were 

given the opportunity to decide what development should happen and where it should take place until the 

end of the Plan period in 2038.  This engagement has informed the preparation of seven planning objectives 

that in turn led to the development of draft planning policies. These are currently in draft form and may be 

further refined when these are considered at the formal consultation stages. 

 

Habitats Regulations Assessment 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended) set out the process by which the 

HRA of plans and projects must be undertaken. Further guidance has been provided by government and 

Natural England on the process. 



 

Shropshire Council is the ‘Competent Authority’ in terms of HRA for the ‘making’ of the MWNDP.  Shropshire 

Council has produced this HRA Screening Statement to accompany the draft MWNDP at the Regulation 14 

consultation stage. Natural England has been given an opportunity to formally comment on a SEA/HRA 

Screening Opinion Survey and it is their advice, on the basis of material supplied with the consultation, that 

significant effects on Habitat Sites are unlikely.  

The HRA process assesses the potential effects arising from a plan against the conservation objectives of any 

site designated for its nature conservation importance.  

The following natural environmental designations exist in the neighbourhood area: 

Designation Sites 

National Landscape Shropshire Hills National Landscape (SHNP) – the western part of the parish 

falls within the NL. 
 

Sites of Special Scientific 

Interest (SSSI)  

Wenlock Edge: Biological & Geological 

Whitwell Coppice:  Biological & Geological 

Farley Dingle: Geological 

Tickwood and Benthall Edge: Biological & Geological 
 

Geological Conservation 

Review sites (GCR) 

Wenlock Edge 

Whitwell Coppice 

Farley Dingle 

 

Local Wildlife Sites (LWS)  There are a number of Local Wildlife Sites in the parish. The full detail is held 

by Shropshire Council. 
 

Local Nature Reserves Windmill Hill. 

 

Ancient woodland  Significant areas of ancient woodland, including nine woods listed on the 

Ancient Woodland Inventory.  
 

Local Green Spaces  As set out in Policy MW16 (Local Green Space). 
 

 

The NDP seeks to ensure that development is located in the most sustainable locations, within the 

settlement boundaries and away from sensitive environmental areas. A number of policies seek to safeguard 

such areas, for instance the Policy MW16 (Local Green Space) and the policies around Landscape, 

environment and biodiversity. None of the policies – individually or collectively – would impact negatively 

on the designated environmental sites. 

 

HRA Screening  

Each policy within the MWNDP has been screened to determine whether it has potential to cause a ‘Likely 

Significant Effect’ on any European Site.  

https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/environment/ecology-and-biodiversity/shropshire-environmental-network-and-planning-applications/


 

Any policy with no ‘Likely Significant Effect’ will be screened out of the HRA process. Any policy where 

potential for a ‘Likely Significant Effect’ is identified will be subject to further more detailed, assessment 

(sometimes called an ‘Appropriate Assessment’) in line with the Habitats Regulations and relevant guidance 

documents. 

Table 1 below considers the potential impacts arising from each of the policies within the draft Three 

Parishes Neighbourhood Development Plan.  

Table 1 

Policy Assessment of Potential Impacts Potential for Likely 
Significant Effect 

Policy MW1: 
Supporting 
sustainable 
development 

This policy seeks to ensure that any development within the 
parish is directed to the most appropriate, sustainable 
locations, where there is easy access to the main village 
services and facilities.  This will help to protect the wider 
sensitive landscape of the parish and safeguard against the 
sprawl and coalescence of the individual parish settlements. 
The policy supports the re-use of previously developed 
brownfield sites in preference to greenfield. It also supports 
the concept of compact and walkable neighbourhoods to 
address the potential additional strains of development in the 
parish on road systems, particularly for developments that are 
furthest away from the main facilities. 
 

No 

Policy MW2: 
Meeting Local 
Housing Needs 

The Plan does not seek to allocate sites for residential 
development. This policy seeks to influence the mix (type, size, 
tenure, affordability) of any new housing development in the 
parish in order that it contributes to identified local housing 
needs. It is underpinned by a Housing Needs Assessment that 
has been prepared for the parish and local feedback from 
residents.  
 

No 

Policy MW3: Rural 
exception sites 

The policy sets out parameters against which any rural 
exception sites should be considered. It’s an update to the 
existing policy. There has been a RES delivered in the parish in 
recent years.   

No 

Policy MW4: Infill 
development 

The policy sets out how infill development, which may come 
forward as windfall, should be considered in terms of 
contributing to local character. 
 

No 

Policy MW5: 
Protecting existing 
employment land 

This is an expansion of the policy in the made NDP and is being 
retained. It effectively seeks to protect existing sites for 
employment use and encourage new, in particular where they 
may be used for mixed use development (housing / 
employment) 
 

No 

Policy MW6: 
Enhancing the 
village centre 

The policy seeks to support uses that will help to retain the 
vibrancy of Much Wenlock village centre, attracting additional 
footfall through support for independent shops and improving 

No 



 

the public realm. It builds on an existing policy in the NDP, 
adding additional local detail. 
 

Policy MW7: 
Supporting 
sustainable rural 
tourism 

The policy supports sustainable tourism activities in terms of 
the provision of facilities for visitors, setting out what would be 
supported and the criteria against which they would be 
assessed. An associated project will be to actively develop a 
visitor strategy for the parish – exploring signage, promoting 
active travel including routes to and from the railway stations 
at Telford and Shrewsbury. 
 

No 

Policy MW8: 
Flexible 
workspaces and 
opportunities for 
home working 

This policy recognises the growing contribution of home-based 
and small-to-medium sized businesses in Much Wenlock and 
seeks to encourage opportunities for them, including by 
supporting the provision of start-up and move-on business units 
as well as the provision of a shared office space. This would 
provide a greater incentive and opportunity for local people to 
work locally. Homeworking too has become commonplace for 
many in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

No 

Policy MW9: 
Reducing Flood 
risk 

The policy builds on the existing policy to set out parameters 
for development proposals in terms of reducing flood risk and 
ensuring adequate drainage. It is underpinned by an extensive 
evidence base and links to the later policy on biodiversity in 
terms of exploring natural mechanisms to reduce surface 
water. 
 

No 

Policy MW10: 
Improving 
walking, cycling 
and equestrian 
opportunities 

The policy seeks to promote opportunities to improve the 
‘movement network’ locally to enable walking, cycling (and 
equestrian) etc. This will help to encourage a shift to active 
travel, at least for shorter journeys in and between the 
settlements. Specific projects where improvements could be 
made have been set out as projects, in conjunction with the 
policy. The policy embeds the walkable neighbourhoods 
concept, which is nationally endorsed. It seeks to ensure that 
any new development is accessible to the main ‘active’ route 
network. 
 

No 

Policy MW11: 
Publicly accessible 
parking 

Notwithstanding the overarching aim to promote active travel, 
it is unrealistic to expect a rural community such as Much 
Wenlock to move away from vehicles altogether. This also 
applies to visitors to the area – there is no railway station in so 
most arrive by private vehicle.  The policy seeks to safeguard 
existing off-road public car parking and where appropriate, 
support additional that will serve the village centre – this 
would be required to include provision for EV charging points 
and cycle facilities. 
 

No 

Policy MW12: 
Alleviating traffic 
impacts at key 
pinchpoints 

Whilst strategic transport matters fall largely outside the scope 
of the NDP (dealt with by Shropshire Highways/ National 
Highways), the NDP identifies particular road junctions and 
‘pinchpoints’ that experience challenging traffic conditions. 

No 



 

This will ensure that any new development addresses these 
specifically in their Transport Statements/ Assessments.  
 

Policy MW13: 
Community 
facilities 
(recreational, 
sports, cultural) 

The policy seeks to safeguard existing important community 
facilities and also supports the provision of upgrades where 
required or new facilities, which may come forward through 
future development/ contributions etc. An audit of facilities 
has been undertaken to identify this need. 
 

No 

Policy MW14: 
Character and 
Design of 
development 

The policy seeks to ensure that development is designed to the 
highest standards and contributes positively to local character. 
It adds additional local detail to national and local plan policies 
and is underpinned by a design guidance prepared for the 
parish. 
 

No 

Policy MW15: 
Heritage assets 

The policy seeks to conserve/ enhance/ celebrate local 
heritage. It identifies a list of ‘non-designated heritage assets’ 
which contribute to the local sense of place and identity. It 
also sets out parameters related to the Conservation Area. 
 

No 

Policy MW16: 
Local Green Space 

This policy designates Local Green Spaces in the parish, 
justified against the NPPF criteria. 
 

No 

Policy MW17: 
Locally significant 
views 

This policy sets out a series of views in and across the parish, 
which have been identified by the community as being 
important to safeguard. The policy seeks to safeguard the 
views from inappropriate development. 
 

No 

Policy MW18: 
Green/blue 
infrastructure and 
biodiversity net 
gain 

This policy seeks to ensure that the multiple benefits of MW’s 
green and blue spaces – including their importance in 
combating pressure on wildlife, habitats, biodiversity and 
geodiversity and in off-setting the effects of air pollution - are 
recognised and enhanced. This applies particularly where 
individual spaces have a greater collective value as part of 
wider chains of green infrastructure. This will serve to support 
the requirement to conserve and, where possible, provide a 
net gain in biodiversity through planning policy whilst 
accommodating sustainable development. 
 

No 

Policy MW19: 
Landscape and 
environment 

This policy seeks to ensure that development proposals have 
considered how they can enhance the natural environment – 
both flora and fauna – including the features of it that are 
particularly distinctive to Much Wenlock.  It also seeks to 
ensure that development proposals contribute to the provision 
of adequate open space. 
 

No 

Policy MW20: Dark 
skies 

Parts of Much Wenlock parish provide ideal locations from 
which to enjoy dark skies and stargazing. These dark skies also 
support both nocturnal and diurnal wildlife. This policy seeks 
to ensure that development does not encroach on this valued 
aspect of parish. 

No 



 

 
Policy MW21: 
Climate change 
and design 

Noting that energy use in UK housing accounts for 27% of total 
carbon emissions, this policy seeks to ensure that 
development meets the highest environmental standards in 
terms of its construction, materials and energy use. This will 
help to mitigate against climate change and contribute to 
achieving the national target of zero net carbon by 2050.  
 

No 

 

Conclusion of the HRA Screening Process for the Much Wenlock 

Neighbourhood Development Plan Review 

The policies within the Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Development Plan have been screened under the 

Habitat Regulations Assessment process.  

The conclusion of the HRA Screening Process is that none of the proposed policies within the draft Much 

Wenlock Neighbourhood Development Plan has the potential to lead to a ‘Likely Significant Effect’ on a 

European Site. 

The draft Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Development Plan can be ‘screened out’ of the Habitat Regulations 

Assessment process and an ‘Appropriate Assessment’ is not required.  

 

Update at Regulation 16 

Following the Regulation 14 consultation, Much Wenlock Town Council have updated the draft 

Neighbourhood Plan in response to comments received. On reviewing the version of the draft Much Wenlock 

Neighbourhood Plan Review submitted at Regulation 15, Shropshire Council is of the opinion that none of 

the proposed policies within the draft Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Development Plan has the potential 

to lead to a ‘Likely Significant Effect’ on a European Site. As a result, the screening opinion remains the same 

and the draft Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Development Plan can be ‘screened out’ of the Habitat 

Regulations Assessment process and an ‘Appropriate Assessment’ is not required.  



 

Appendix 1: Responses from statutory consultees.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


