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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

The Shrewsbury North West Relief Road (NWRR) is a new single carriageway road which would run from the 
Holyhead Road (near the Shelton water tower) west of Shrewsbury to Ellesmere Road west of Battlefield. The 
NWRR would be linked to the Berwick Road by a roundabout north of the West Mid showground. 

The purpose of the NWRR is to relieve traffic and congestion on roads approaching Shrewsbury town centre 
and within the centre delivering benefits in and around Shrewsbury. 

The general concept of the NWRR has been around for over thirty years and previous consultations have 
taken place �± most recently in 2005 and 2010. There is now a need for the Council to decide whether to 
submit a business case to the Department of Transport for funding and support, and this consultation is an 
important part of the decision-making process. 

The aim of the consultation was to involve as many local people as possible. To this end a range of activities 
supported by press, posters and online publicity were carried out October and early November 2017, including 
public exhibitions, questionnaires, online surveys and liaison with key stakeholders. The target audience for 
the consultation included Shrewsbury residents and residents to the west and north of the town, local 
businesses, key stakeholders and Shropshire residents who visit, work and/or shop in Shrewsbury. 

Consultation questionnaires were submitted by 663 individuals and businesses; several sent letters or made 
detailed submissions. 30 Stakeholder groups or organisations submitted responses. The consultation 
concluded that the majority of the 633 local people and stakeholders who responded are in favour of building 
the NWRR and that this majority has increased significantly compared to the 2010 consultation when 59% of 
those who responded supported the scheme. 

In 2017 overall, 67.5% of those who responded thought that the NWRR should be built compared to 30.3% 
who were against it and 2.2% who did not know. 

The extensive work undertaken on updating traffic predictions and environmental impact assessments was not 
available at the time of the consultation. Consequently it will be important to demonstrate that the very latest 
information is robust and has been carefully considered by those making the final decision on whether or not 
to progress the scheme. The conclusions list a series of further points in respect to traffic, environment and 
finance which will need consideration. 

Extensive comments and suggestions were received about detailed aspects of the scheme and these will 
need to be addressed should the scheme be progressed. The consultation also identified a number of 
additional stakeholder contacts who will be included in any future engagement and consultation activities. 

 

Contact name Martin Withington  
Contact details 01743 501144  |  martin.withington@wsp.com 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

What is the relief road?  

1.1.1. The Shrewsbury North West Relief Road (NWRR) is a new single carriageway road which would run from the 
Holyhead Road (near the Shelton water tower) west of Shrewsbury to Ellesmere Road west of Battlefield. The 
NWRR would be linked to the Berwick Road by a roundabout north of the West Mid showground. It would 
cross both the River Severn and its flood plain, and the Shrewsbury to Chester railway line on new bridges. A 
roundabout junction at the Holyhead Road will then be linked to the A5 at Churncote Roundabout by the new 
Oxon Link Road which is due to open in 2021 (subject to planning). 

1.1.2. The purpose of the NWRR is to relieve traffic and congestion on roads approaching Shrewsbury town centre 
and within the centre, delivering benefits in and around Shrewsbury. The general concept of the NWRR has 
been around for over thirty years and previous consultations have taken place �± most recently in 2003, 2005 
and 2010. 

1.1.3. The Council is due to submit an outline business case to the Department of Transport for funding and support 
in December 2017, and this consultation is an important part of the decision-making process. Although the 
alignment has not changed since 2010 the Council took this opportunity to remind stakeholders and 
Shropshire residents what the scheme involves and to get their views. 

1.1.4. The scheme objectives are: 

�ƒ To improve connectivity and accessibility between the north and west of Shrewsbury for all modes of 
transport 

�ƒ To reduce traffic congestion in Shrewsbury town centre 
�ƒ To reduce traffic congestion on the north and west approaches to the town 
�ƒ To improve the reliability of journey times and reduce unforeseen delays 
�ƒ �7�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���W�K�H���H�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�F�\���R�I���6�K�U�H�Z�V�E�X�U�\�¶�V���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���I�R�U���D�O�O���P�R�G�H�V���R�I���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�� 
�ƒ �7�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���W�K�H���U�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�F�H���R�I���6�K�U�H�Z�V�E�X�U�\�¶�V���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�� 
�ƒ To enhance the benefits of the Oxon Link Road and Integrated Transport Package. 
�ƒ To reduce the number of people killed or seriously injured on roads in Shrewsbury. 
�ƒ To improve air quality, especially in the built-up areas of Shrewsbury 
�ƒ To reduce net emissions of CO2 and other greenhouse gases. 
 

Previous consultation events  

1.1.5. The construction of a North West Relief Road has been considered as a solution to some of these transport 
problems in Shrewsbury for over 30 years. Formal public consultations have taken place previously in January 
/ February 2003, May 2005 and March / April 2010. 

1.1.6. The first consultation took place in January 2003. The results were set out in a detailed report: Shrewsbury 

NWRR Public Consultation Report (July 2003). 

 

1.1.7. The results of the technical review of the scheme design and its impact were set out in a detailed report: 
Shrewsbury NWRR Study Report (April 2005). This identified six possible route options. 

  

Outcome of the 2003 consultation : 

A majority of people agreed that there are traffic problems in Shrewsbury which need to be 
addressed. There was an overall majority in favour of a NWRR in principle, although there was 
also strong support for examining alternative routes. Other measures, such as better public 
transport and improved pedestrian/cycling access, also received a high level of support. The 
consultation also showed that an overwhelming majority of local people place a high value on 
the environment in and around Shrewsbury, and that support for the principle of a NWRR would 
increase slightly if people were satisfied that the environment and landscape would be protected.  
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1.1.8. These six options formed the basis of a second public consultation held in May and June 2005. The public 
consultation included 

�ƒ a broad review of the 2003 consultation 
�ƒ an update on work undertaken since 2003 
�ƒ a review of key issues and policies 
�ƒ examples of non-road solutions 
�ƒ alternative route options for a NWRR, including descriptions of the river crossing 
�ƒ a summary of the traffic and environmental effects of each route option. 

1.1.9. Subsequent design work and consultation developed the detail of the scheme and produced a refinement of 
the possible routes resulting in the alignment now known as the Preferred Route. This single route was 
selected in January 2007 as the preferred option to go forward for further development work. An 
Environmental Masterplan was produced which brings together the engineering design work carried out on 
highways, structures and drainage elements with the environmental design work. This will be a key feature of 
this project. 

1.1.10. A third public consultation in March / April 2010 presented the preferred route scheme to the public and 
stakeholders. In order to gauge public attitudes towards the NWRR the questionnaire format took into account 
the previous NWRR consultations. However the key focus was to obtain a final measure of the level of public 
acceptance of the proposed scheme, and thus the concluding questions focused on the final decision about 
what should be done. Questionnaires were made widely available and attracted a higher response rate than 
previous consultations. The result of this consultation exercise are set out in a detailed report: Shrewsbury 
NWRR Consultation Report (June 2010). 

 

The need for a 2017 consultation  

1.1.11. Shropshire Council has been able to secure funding to review the NWRR, and to prepare and submit an 
outline business case to the Department of Transport in December 2017 for funding and support to take the 
scheme forward. The Council recognised that the scheme had been on hold for a considerable time. It was 
likely that many people would have forgotten about the scheme or be new to Shrewsbury and not be aware of 
the background. Consequently it was decided to undertake a consultation with stakeholders and Shropshire 
residents to ensure: 

�ƒ They were aware of the proposal to submit a funding bid; 
�ƒ They were reminded about the alignment, objectives, benefits and impacts of the scheme; and 
�ƒ The Council was able to gauge the current level of support for the scheme and obtain up to date 

information and requirements from key stakeholders and landowners. 
 

Outcome of the 2005 consultation:  
The results of the design re view and public consultation (involving responses from 1,165 people) 
were summarised in a report to Cabinet on 7 February 2006, This report recommended reducing 
the six options to a narrow corridor of three possible routes, but did not recommend a single 
preferred route. The report showed a 53% majority in favour of building a relief road.  

Outcome of the 2010 consultation  
1,119 responses were received from the general public via postal and online questionnaires and 
���������U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���6�K�U�R�S�V�K�L�U�H���&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���3�D�Q�H�O�����2�Y�H�U�D�O�O�������������W�K�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���1�:�5�5���V�K�R�X�O�G��
be built compared to 33% who were against it, 3% did not know and 5% neither agreed nor 
disagreed.  
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2 THE CONSULTATION METHODOLOGY 2017 

Overall approach  

2.1.1. The aim of the consultation was to involve as many local people as possible. To this end a range of activities 
supported by press, posters and online publicity were carried out during October and early November 2017, 
including public exhibitions, questionnaires, online surveys and stakeholder meetings. The target audience for 
the consultation included Shrewsbury residents and residents to the west and north of the town, local 
businesses, key stakeholders and Shropshire residents who visit, work and/or shop in Shrewsbury. 

2.1.2. NWRR information and questionnaires were distributed to the public via: 

�x Public exhibitions held in and around Shrewsbury. 
�x Shrewsbury Community Hub, Castle Gates, Shrewsbury 
�x Online (Council website �± get-involved consultation portal). 
�x The Shirehall reception 

2.1.3. Local press, including the Shropshire Star, Shrewsbury Chronicle, Radio Shropshire and commercial Radio 
Stations covered the consultation extensively up to and during the consultation period, which ended 8 
November 2017. 

2.1.4. Posters advertising the public consultation and providing details of the exhibitions and on-line options were 
distributed as follows: 

�ƒ To all Shropshire Councillors 
�ƒ To all Shropshire Town & Parish Councils 
�ƒ To all stakeholders for distribution to their members where appropriate 
�ƒ To a number of accommodating shops and businesses across Shrewsbury 

2.1.5. An invitation to take part was also sent by email to around 1,300 contacts on the Shropshire Council 
Consultation Subscribers list. 

 

Public exhibitions  

2.1.6. It is estimated that between 800 and 1,000 people came along to view and ask questions about the North 
�:�H�V�W���5�H�O�L�H�I���5�R�D�G���D�W���6�K�U�R�S�V�K�L�U�H���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���D�Q�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G���6�K�U�H�Z�V�E�X�U�\���D�W���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���Y�H�Q�X�H�V�� 

�ƒ Shirehall, Tuesday 17th October 5pm until 8pm 
�ƒ The Darwin Shopping Centre, Fri 20th October, 2pm to 5pm 
�ƒ The Darwin Shopping Centre Sat 21st October, 10am to 5pm 
�ƒ The Grange Youth Centre, Mount Pleasant Road Mon 23rd October, 2pm to 8pm 
�ƒ Baschurch Village Hall Tue 24th October, 4pm until 8pm  
�ƒ Oxon Church Community Hall, Wed 25th October 2pm to 8pm 

2.1.7. �7�K�H���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���F�R�P�S�U�L�V�H�G���R�I���D���V�H�U�L�H�V���R�I���G�L�V�S�O�D�\���E�R�D�U�G�V�����D�F�F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�G���E�\���D���µ�I�O�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�¶�����'���V�L�P�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q��
video. 

2.1.8. The questionnaire was also made available for all visitors to the exhibition, who were encouraged to complete 
it either on site or at home and then return it �W�R���W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V���)�U�H�H�S�R�V�W���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�� 

2.1.9. A core team of staff from Shropshire Council and WSP were on hand to provide interpretation and general 
assistance during the exhibitions. The staff had expertise in engineering, transport planning and the 
environment. 
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2.1.10. Table 1 sets out the content of the display boards. Copies of the exhibition material can be found in Appendix 
A. 

Table 1 �± Public exhibition display board content  

Board  Information provided  

1 A map showing the scheme route in relation to the existing highway network and the proposed Oxon 
Link Road. The background to the consultation and the vision for transport in Shrewsbury for 2020. 

2 Set out the scheme objectives. 

3 Route history, including reference to previous consultations and the adoption of a preferred route. 

4 An illustrated plan showing the detailed alignment of the proposed Oxon Link Road within the 
Shrewsbury West Sustainable Urban Extension, with landscape and environmental proposals and 
highlighting the key features of the proposals. 

5 & 6 An illustrated plan showing the detailed alignment of the NWRR in two sections, with landscape and 
environmental proposals and highlighting the key features of the proposals. 

7 Details of proposed environmental mitigation. 

8 Details of the affected environmental resources and previous environmental effects of the road in 
terms of noise and air pollution, and an explanation of work currently underway to update this 
information. 

9 Details of previous traffic flow projections with and without the NWRR and an explanation of work 
currently underway to update this information. 

10 A summary of work previously undertaken regarding the potential for non-road measures to address 
congestion in Shrewsbury. 

11 Details of the Shrewsbury Integrated Transport Package and the Shrewsbury Big Town Plan and 
how the NWRR would complement them and support their delivery. 

12 �'�H�W�D�L�O�V���R�I���µ�Z�K�D�W���K�D�S�S�H�Q�V���Q�H�[�W�¶���V�K�R�X�O�G���W�K�H���V�F�K�H�P�H���E�H���W�D�N�H�Q���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G�����H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���F�R�V�W�V���D�Q�G��
encouragement to provide feedback by the consultation deadline. 

 

2.1.11. It should also be noted that Shrewsbury Friends of the Earth, who are opposed to the scheme, were 
represented at the exhibitions and their literature made available, details of which can be found in Appendix B. 

2.1.12. 256 copies of the printed version of the consultation questionnaire were completed and submitted at the 
exhibitions or by post. 

 

Online presence  

2.1.13. Leading up to and during the NWRR consultation the Shropshire Council website (www.shropshire.gov.uk) 
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���D���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���S�D�J�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���1�:�5�5���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�����7�K�H���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���µ�J�H�W-�L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G�¶��
consultation portal which provided a summary of the consultation process, details of the exhibition material, a 
link to a fly through 3D simulation video on the Councils You Tube website (viewed by over 5,000 by the end 
of the consultation period) and an online version of the questionnaire which was complete by 377 
respondents.  

2.1.14. �6�K�U�R�S�V�K�L�U�H���6�W�D�U���U�D�Q���D�Q���R�Q�O�L�Q�H���S�R�O�O���R�Q���W�K�H�������W�K���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���������������D�V�N�L�Q�J���µ�'�R���\�R�X���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���F�D�O�O�V���I�R�U���D���6�K�U�H�Z�V�E�X�U�\��
�1�R�U�W�K���:�H�V�W���5�H�O�L�H�I���5�R�D�G�"�¶�����������R�I���U�H�D�G�H�U�V���V�D�L�G���\�H�V���D�Q�G�����������V�D�L�G���Q�R�� 

Stakeholders  

2.1.15. As part of the public consultation process, invitations were sent by email to all Shropshire Parish & Town 
Councils and over 60 other stakeholder groups in advance of the consultation asking them to take part and, 
where appropriate, encourage their members to also take part. A reminder email was also sent during the 
consultation period. Copies of the invitation letters are contained in Appendix C. 
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2.1.16. Table 2 lists the stakeholders who were invited to take part in the consultation and, where appropriate, to 
publicise the consultation to their members: 

Table 2 �± Stakeholders  

Organisation / Group  Organisation / Group  

All Shropshire Town & Parish Councils Shropshire CCG 

6 landowners from whom land purchase would be 
required 

Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service 

Severn Trent Water Shropshire Ambulance Service 

Shrewsbury BID West Mercia Police 

Friends of the Earth Shropshire Disability Network 

Shropshire Wheelchair Group Shropshire Youth Association 

Access Group (Shrewsbury) Shropshire Seniors 

Guide Dogs Association Shropshire Rural Communities Charity (RCC) 

Shrewsbury Civic Society Shrewsbury Sixth Form College 

Sustainable Transport Shropshire Shropshire Association of Local Councils 

Road Haulage Association The Shropshire County Federation of Women's 
Institutes 

Sustrans Shropshire Community Health NHS Trust 

Cycling UK The Gateway Education and Arts Centre 

Shropshire Council Environmental Team County Landowners Association Midlands 

Shropshire Council Planning Team National Federation of the Blind of the United Kingdom 

Shropshire Playing Fields Association Shrewsbury Dial-a-Ride 

Campaign to Protect Rural England (Shropshire)  Shropshire Cycle Forum 

Natural England Shropshire Road Haulage Association 

Historic England Arriva Midlands (Shrewsbury) 

Transition Town Shrewsbury Freight Transport Association Midlands Region 

Environment Agency The Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport in the 
UK 

Highways England RAC 

Shropshire Wildlife Trust Automobile Association 

Bus Users Shropshire RAIL PASSENGERS COMMITTEE (MIDLANDS) 

Amphibian & Reptile Conservation Trust Shrewsbury Chester Rail Users' Association  

DEFRA  Confederation of Passenger Transport UK 

Shrewsbury Business Chamber Arriva Trains Wales 

Churches Together Shrewsbury Shropshire Members of Parliament 

Shrewsbury Tourism Association �6�K�U�R�S�V�K�L�U�H���0�(�3�¶�V 

Shrewsbury Shopping Centre Shropshire Chamber of Commerce (Shrewsbury) 

Shrewsbury Town Centre Residents' Association University Centre Shrewsbury 

National Farmers Union Shrewsbury - BT Fleet 
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2.1.17. Meetings were offered to a number of key stakeholders, and other stakeholders requested attendance at one 
of their own meetings. It was possible to accommodate the following: 

�ƒ Shrewsbury TC 
�ƒ Road Haulage Association 
�ƒ Severn Trent 

2.1.18. Meetings have been held with all landowners from whom land purchase would be required. 
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3 CONSULTATION RESPONSES 

Individuals and Businesses  

3.1.1. In total 633 questionnaire responses were received from individuals and businesses by the 8th November, 
including postal and online questionnaires. Although this was lower than the comparable 1119 responses from 
the 2010 public consultation, it should be noted that the consultation period was significantly shorter. Full 
details of all completed questionnaires are contained in Appendix D. 

 

Question 1  

3.1.2. Respondents were asked to indicate how strongly they agreed or disagreed with the following statement �± 
�µ�7�K�H���1�R�U�W�K���:�H�V�W���5�H�O�L�H�I���5�R�D�G���S�U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���U�R�X�W�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���E�X�L�O�W���´���7�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���D�Q�G��
businesses showed that 67.5% agreed that the preferred route should be built, 30.3% disagreed and 2.2% 
�G�L�G�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z�� 

3.1.3. The detailed responses are set out below 
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3.1.4. The strength of opinion for those who agreed or disagreed, was very similar and the ratios are set out for both 
in Table 3. 

Table 3 �± Strength of opinion for and against the scheme  

Strength of opinion  Agree ratio  Disagree ratio  

Very strongly 6.7 7.2 

Strongly 1.2 1.8 

Agree / disagree 1.0 1.0 

 

Question 2  

3.1.5. Those who agreed that the NWRR should be built were asked to indicate the main reasons for this. The 
following reasons were the most popular: 

�ƒ It will relief congestion in the town centre and on the northern and western approaches to the town centre 
(10)*. 

�ƒ It will support / enable the growth and development of Shrewsbury, support economic growth and improve 
accessibility, particularly to the north employment areas (4)*. 

�ƒ It will complete the outer ring road and provide much needed traffic relief to the congested A5 bypass and 
other town roads. (4)* 

�ƒ It will reduce rat running�����S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���+�*�9�¶�V�� across the rural north of Shrewsbury (4)*. 
�ƒ It will reduce urban area air pollution, improve the town centre environment generally and enable better 

provision for pedestrians and cyclists and improve safety (4)*. 
�ƒ It will improve emergency vehicle movements through the town, including access (for all) to the hospital 

(1)*. 
�ƒ The debate has gone on long enough / it is long over-due/ it needs to be built (1)*. 

* (relative popularity ratio) 

 

Question 3  

3.1.6. Those who disagreed that the NWRR should be built were asked to indicate the main reasons for this. The 
following reasons were the most popular: 

�ƒ It would destroy valuable countryside, biodiversity and introduce noise, air pollution and visual intrusion 
(20)*. 

�ƒ New roads create more traffic and an alternative sustainable (walking, cycling & public transport) approach 
to traffic problems needs to be adopted, including town centre restriction and making people use inner ring 
road or outer bypass (20)*. 

�ƒ The costs are too much, there are cheaper alternatives and other services need to be given priority for the 
funding during times of austerity (15)*. 

�ƒ Do not believe that it will achieve the level of traffic relief predicted / do not believe the level of traffic relief 
predicted justifies the scheme / adverse traffic impacts will reduce in the future e.g. more electric cars, 
driverless cares etc.(10)*. 

�ƒ The NWRR will encourage more development resulting in loss of more green space, particularly space that 
is currently close to the town or resulting in more traffic and therefore even more roads (8)*. 

�ƒ It is the wrong route and/or investment should be made in existing roads e.g. the A5 bypass, routes across 
the northern rural areas (6)*. 

�ƒ The levels of increase in traffic on certain existing roads (e.g. Berwick Road & Huffley Lane) that would 
result from the scheme are unacceptable (4)*. 

�ƒ It will result in increased flooding or a high risk of contamination of water supplies (1)* 
�ƒ The noise, visual, pollution impact on adjacent properties is too great (1)*. 

* (relative popularity ratio) 
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Question 4  

3.1.7. Those who did not know whether or not the NWRR should be built were asked to indicate the main reasons for 
this. Only a few responses were given to this question, covered the following themes: 

�ƒ Can understand the arguments in favour but concerned that new roads will generate new traffic and 
existing road will fill up again. 

�ƒ Not sure how much the villages to the north of Shrewsbury will benefit. 
�ƒ Agree that there are significant benefits but the scale of the environmental impact makes it difficult to make 

a judgement. 

 

Question 5  

3.1.8. Respondents were asked to add further comments. Many of the comments repeated points already recorded 
against question 2, 3 & 4. The following new points were the most commonly occurring: 

�ƒ Future proof the road by building a dual carriageway, or making provision for future introduction of a dual 
carriageway at the bridges. (This comment featured more often than any other.) 

�ƒ Concern about impact on farmers during and after construction. 
�ƒ Concern about impact on traffic / traffic delays during construction. 
�ƒ The appropriateness of the new junction layout at Huffley Lane / Ellesmere Road, particularly given recent 

increases in traffic on Huffley Lane. 
�ƒ Concerned about the existing roads where traffic is predicted to increase e.g. Harlescott Lane. Works may 

be needed to control / limit the increases. 
�ƒ Will the objectors be listened to? 
�ƒ A new bridge over the river Severn at Frankwell with a link to the NWRR will solve congestion in the town 

centre. 
�ƒ The public should be able to comment on the business case before it is submitted. 
�ƒ Include services stops / layby on the new road. 
�ƒ Cyclist / pedestrian / equestrian proposals need to be improved, particularly at the new junctions / crossing 

points. 
�ƒ Environmental surveys need to be up dated and shared and include noise & pollution predictions. 
�ƒ The programme should not assume the Public Enquiry will approve the scheme. 
�ƒ Use quiet tarmac that is actually quiet. 
�ƒ Full details of impacts on PROW need to be provided. 
�ƒ �+�*�9�¶�V���W�U�D�Y�H�O���D�F�U�R�V�V���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���U�X�U�D�O���D�U�H�D�V���W�R���D�Y�R�L�G���W�K�H���9�2�6�$���V�L�W�H �± this will continue once the NWRR is 

built. 
�ƒ Provide for an archaeological watching brief. 
�ƒ Concerned that the forecasts may have underestimated the amount of traffic that will access the NWRR 

(from the A5 west) via Montford Bridge. 
�ƒ Environmental mitigation is very important. 
�ƒ The impact on a natural spring close to the proposed route needs careful consideration. 
�ƒ Need to resist the pressure on infill development. 

 

Question 6  

3.1.9. Respondents were asked to indicate whether they were replying on behalf of an organisation / group, as an 
individual or a business. The responses from those indicating they were replying on behalf of an organisation 
�D�U�H���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���³�6�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�´���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���E�H�O�R�Z��  

3.1.10. Approximately 95% of the responses were from individuals and 5% from businesses or as an individual AND 
business. 

3.1.11. Individual respondents were asked to provide their postcode and the results are plotted on a map base and 
shown in Figure 1. This demonstrates that the vast majority of respondents live within Shrewsbury or the rural 
areas to the north of the town and reflects the expected geographical interest in the scheme. 
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Figure 1 �± Map showing postcodes of respondents  

 

Note: Each green triangle represents a full post code and the number (if more than 1) of responses received 
from that postcode. The coloured circles represent partial post codes (e.g. SY2) and the number (if more than 
1) of responses received from that partial postcode.  
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3.1.12. The printed version of the questionnaire asked respondents to indicate which public exhibition they had 
attended. Not all respondents completed this section but the table below gives an indication of the numbers 
responding  

Table 4 �± Respondent by exhibition venue  

Exhibition Venue  % of response from this venue  

Shirehall 4.5% 

The Darwin Shopping Centre 56.0% 

The Grange Youth Centre 6.0% 

Baschurch Village Hall 15.5% 

Oxon Church Community Hall 18.0% 

 

Letters and detailed responses  from individuals and businesses  

3.1.13. In addition to the questionnaires returned, a number of respondents have submitted detailed responses or 
letters. The full responses are not appended for data protection and confidentiality reasons but are 
summarised below: 

3.1.14. Those who were not able to support the NWRR: 

�ƒ Morris Leisure Ltd  �± The Oxon Link Road (OLR) and the NWRR are inexorably linked. The OLR, as 
currently proposed would have a significant detrimental impact on their caravan park. They would like to 
resolve their concerns with SC, but until mitigation has been agreed they are unable to support the NWRR. 
The submissions provided extensive details about their concerns and requirements, and the processes 
followed to date. A meeting has been arranged to take these matters forward. Comments and suggestions 
about a number of detailed aspects of the NWRR were provided and these will be taken forward to the next 
stage. 

�ƒ A respondent from Berwick Road  raised concerns about the increase in traffic on Berwick Road and in 
particular the impact on the Berwick Road / Ellesmere Road junction. Traffic management and restrictions 
options in the town centre should be taken further before a road is built. Concerned that the new bridge 
built on the flood plain will make flooding worse. 

�ƒ A respondent from Coton Crescent  objects to the NWRR if the traffic increase on Berwick Road is 30% 
as it will directly affect traffic turning into Corporation Lane and exiting Coton Crescent, which could well 
add to existing pressures on parking. It will also affect Coton Hill and Ellesmere Road. 

3.1.15. Those supporting the NWRR: 

�ƒ A respondent from Town Walls  - Shrewsbury supports the NWRR as it completes the outer ring and 
provides relief to the existing bypass; facilitates development of the town and will take polluting traffic out of 
the town centre. 

�ƒ A respondent  supported the scheme but felt that it needed to go further and include a new bridge over the 
River Severn from the Berwick Road to Frankwell car park. This would allow vehicles to access to the town 
centre without having to go through the town centre approach roads and Frankwell and Chester Street 
areas. 

�ƒ ABP �± Their operation generates many HGV journeys between Shrewsbury / Ellesmere and Oswestry. 
Commercial vehicles cannot navigate B roads as easily as A roads and therefore makes use of the existing 
A5 bypass to access their Shrewsbury site. The NWRR would negate this and would save time and fuel for 
their operations, as well as reducing traffic and congestion on the A5 bypass. 

�ƒ Cold Move Ltd  - The NWRR would provide a much more direct route for their operations. 
�ƒ Morris Transport, O swestry  �± The scheme would help to relieve congestion on the existing A5 bypass 

and provide more direct access to northern Shrewsbury. 

3.1.16. Other respondents 

�ƒ A respondent from Heath Farm , Shrewsbury , provided detailed comments about the existing Public 
Rights of Way (PROW) and suggest some inaccuracies in the presentation of the network in the 
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consultation material. They also asked for plans to provide more clarity on how the different routes would 
be accommodated where they crossed the proposed road. 

�ƒ A respondent who lives close to the proposed road in the Hencott Pool area said that they would not 
object to the scheme but would ask that the design makes the road as invisible and innocuous as possible, 
and that extensive planting is provided between the road and their property. 

 

Stakeholders  

3.1.17. Responses were received from 30 stakeholder organisations. Some of these were via the consultation 
questionnaire while others provided bespoke responses. Complete responses are provided in Appendix E and 
summarised below. 

3.1.18. The following 16 stakeholders supported the construction of a NWRR: 

�ƒ Shrewsbury Dial a Ride  �± Congestion in town centre results in their service being unreliable and 
inefficient. They have to plan for delays as passengers often become distressed. By removing congestion 
the NWRR will help to improve their service. 

�ƒ Shrewsb ury Town Council  - The NWRR will improve connectivity between the north and west of the 
town, reduce traffic congestion in the town centre and along all key roads leading into town, improve the 
resilience of the network, reduce accidents and improve air quality. It is of strategic importance to not just 
Shrewsbury's vitality and viability but also that of Shropshire and Mid/North Wales. TC members would be 
keen to work with SC to look at other mitigating measures that will inevitably need to be put into the local 
road network to support this project. 

�ƒ Uffington Parish Council  �± Will reduce traffic in town centre. 
�ƒ Pontesbury Parish Council  - NWRR will alleviate traffic congestion & blockages on the existing A5 which 

is resulting in increasing amounts of traffic using the unclassified and B roads around Montford Bridge-
Leaton to cross to North Shrewsbury, and rural lanes in Pontesbury Parish to avoid hold-ups which cause 
problems for our residents. The new road would help to alleviate these problems as it will act as an 
alternative route. 

�ƒ Road Haulage Association  - If the NWRR does ease congestion then very supportive. Also very 
concerned about the state of roads and roadworks in the area. More should be done to improve roads in 
the area and increase the speed of roadworks. Very concerned that the lay-bys are now not included in the 
plan. HGV drivers are requiring to park in a safe place for their statutory rest, there are not enough truck 
parking facilities in the area and this hinders the ability of HGVs to make deliveries and could damage the 
local economy. 

�ƒ Shrewsbury BID  - �6�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���6�&�¶�V���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���W�R���W�K�H���1�:�5�5���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���D�Q�G���L�W�V���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���E�L�G���W�R���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���U�H�P�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��
�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G�����6�K�U�H�Z�V�E�X�U�\���%�,�'�¶�V Access and Car Parking group are in agreement with the principles 
and objectives of the scheme. No negative comments were received from BID members and 9.57 out of 10 
agreed that the NWRR should be built. The ACP group is of the broad view that the NWRR is an important 
action needed to reduce through traffic, thus unlocking of a major part of the town and supporting economic 
growth. 

�ƒ British Horse Society  �± It will relieve traffic congestion and improve town centre experience. Public rights 
of way should be provided along North West Relief road to include multi-users i.e. walkers, cyclists and 
horse riders. 

�ƒ Montford Parish Council  - It will ease the traffic in Shrewsbury town centre especially along Smithfield 
Road, remove the need for various "rat-runs" from Battlefield to Montford Bridge, provide a proper road 
suitable for heavy lorries which currently destroy roadside verges all along the various "rat-runs", and make 
Shrewsbury and surrounding districts more accessible for tourism and industry. An additional spur road 
could be taken direct to the Frankwell Car park which would make the NWRR even more effective and 
useful. 

�ƒ Bomere Heath & District Parish Council  �± In principal support the NWRR but have reservations about 
the proposed Huffley Lane / Ellesmere Road T-junction where the majority of movements with be right turn 
out of Huffley Lane, and safety along Huffley Lane particularly given the predicted increase in traffic. Would 
like the layout to be reconsidered. 

�ƒ Highways England  �± Supportive of the NWRR and its stated objectives. Will require details of current 
predicted traffic impact on the Strategic Road Network (SRN) once available and confirmation of the design 
standards. Welcome any improved conditions for other types of transport, including public transport and 
pedestrian and cycle facilities as this would potentially reduce the need to travel by private car and 
therefore reduce vehicular movements on the SRN. Further details in relation to how this would be 
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achieved would be welcome. Expect to be party to further engagement as the scheme details emerge and 
be a statutory consultee to any future planning application. 

�ƒ Ford Parish Council  - support the NWRR as it will have a positive economic impact and reduce traffic on 
the country lanes which are use�G���D�V���D���³�U�D�W���U�X�Q�´���D�W���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� 

�ƒ Great Hanwood Parish Council  - support the NWRR as it will have a positive economic impact and 
�U�H�G�X�F�H���W�U�D�I�I�L�F���R�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���O�D�Q�H�V���Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���X�V�H�G���D�V���D���³�U�D�W���U�X�Q�´���D�W���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� 

�ƒ Great Ness Parish Council  - support the NWRR as it will have a positive economic impact and reduce 
�W�U�D�I�I�L�F���R�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���O�D�Q�H�V���Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���X�V�H�G���D�V���D���³�U�D�W���U�X�Q�´���D�W���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� 

�ƒ Little Ness Parish Council  - support the NWRR as it will have a positive economic impact and reduce 
traffic on the country lanes which are u�V�H�G���D�V���D���³�U�D�W���U�X�Q�´���D�W���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� 

�ƒ Atcham Parish Council  - support the NWRR. 
�ƒ Shrewsbury Business Chamber  �± Support the construction of the NWRR which is vital for the continued 

economic stability and hopefully continued growth for Shrewsbury. It will provide the necessary 
�L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���P�H�H�W���W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V���D�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���J�U�R�Z�W�K���D�Q�G���J�L�Y�H���D��
positive message to businesses wanting to expand or re-locate in the Shrewsbury area. It will decrease 
cross-town traffic and relieve conges�W�L�R�Q���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�D�O�O�\���L�Q���³�K�R�W-�V�S�R�W�V�´���R�I���+�D�U�O�H�V�F�R�W�W�����6�P�L�W�K�I�L�H�O�G���5�R�D�G����
Frankwell, Ellesmere Road, and Ditherington. It will provide access into the north east industrial area of 
Shrewsbury for both freight and employees to Harlescott and Battlefield, providing direct access between 
north of Shrewsbury, North Shropshire and Wales from the M54. It will alleviate heavy traffic on rural lanes 
through villages to the north of Shrewsbury. It will improve the town centre for residents, shoppers, tourists, 
social and business travellers, and for special events, and make it safer for pedestrians and cyclists. 

3.1.19. While all of the above are supportive of the scheme, some responses included comments and concerns about 
specific aspects of the scheme which they wished to be considered should the scheme progress. 

3.1.20. The following 6 stakeholders did not support the construction of a NWRR: 

�ƒ CPRE Shrewsbury Group  - Unacceptable impact on an important landscape, largely unspoilt, between 
the railway crossing and Berwick Road and on wildlife in the Old River Bed. This part is unique in that the 
water level fluctuates following water levels in the River Severn. It is highly unlikely that the scheme will 
achieve its objectives. A study "The Impact of Road Projects in England" published by CPRE in March 
2017 shows that a very high proportion of road projects fail. The perceived benefits do not justify the 
environmental damage or the financial cost and risk of overspend. The money could be better spent on 
other ways to improve traffic conditions in Shrewsbury without the same environmental consequences. If 
approved, much better provision should be made for cycleways and footpaths, they are currently shown 
running alongside the road without proper screening. The levels of exhaust pollution would make their use 
unpleasant. 

�ƒ GreenShropshire Xchange  - This is a very expensive scheme which will have detrimental environmental 
effects, including noise pollution and damage to the local landscape and nature sights. Unlikely to reduce 
town centre traffic in the long term, and it is better to invest in more sustainable transport schemes. SC 
needs to consider the priorities for transport schemes that can deliver the maximum benefits for the whole 
of the county. It requires a £21 million contribution from SC who will have to cover overspend at a time 
when the council is having to use the reserves to fill the budget gap. We support sustainable solutions 
which would be less costly and reduce carbon emissions and air pollution. 

�ƒ Shrewsbury Friends of the Earth  - The proposed NWRR would be too damaging to the highly valuable 
green wedge northwest of Shrewsbury, including the Old River Bed, Hencott Pool and River Severn. They 
are a huge asset to the town and should be preserved. It is largely ineffective as there are no planned 
measures to lock in any traffic reductions. Believe traffic reductions quoted are hopelessly optimistic, e.g. 
nobody has been able to explain why building the NWRR would reduce traffic on the High Street by 10%. 
The road is therefore very likely to bring about an increase in overall traffic without solving congestion in the 
town centre or elsewhere. It is too expensive: £104m plus of public money on this scheme at this time is 
simply not credible when there are so many better ways to spend the limited resources available. It is not 
credible that SC should spend even £21m on the scheme, and the risks of overspend on such a 
complicated engineering project are very high. Recent studies show that road schemes have mostly failed 
to achieve reductions in congestion or improve the local economy, see - �µ�7�K�H���,�P�S�D�F�W���R�I���5�R�D�G���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���L�Q��
�(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�¶���/���6�O�R�P�D�Q���H�W���D�O�����1�R���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���O�D�F�N���R�I���D���1�:�5�5���L�V���D�F�W�L�Q�J���D�V���D�Q���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���E�U�D�N�H���R�Q���W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q����
Battlefield Enterprise Park at the north end of the proposed road is thriving with no promise that the road 
will get built. There are much better, more acceptable and cheaper ways to control traffic levels in the town 
�F�H�Q�W�U�H�����H���J�����W�U�L�D�O�V���R�I���µ�6�P�D�U�W�H�U���&�K�R�L�F�H�V�¶���K�D�Y�H���V�K�R�Z�Q���W�K�D�W���J�L�Y�L�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�D�U�J�H�W�H�G���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���D�G�Y�L�F�H���R�Q��
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public transport can cut journeys by up to 14%. Work currently being undertaken under the SITP should be 
allowed to bed in and further options explored fully (e.g. those of the Shrewsbury BID team) rather than 
focussing attention on building yet more roads. 

�ƒ FoE Green Party  - The Berwick section will destroy habitat and cause more congestion at the Coton Hill / 
Shrewsbury centre area. It will attract building along the route and result in more cars - see the M25 and 
Newbury bypass. Better rail routes would be better. The proposed £21 million contribution from SC will 
undoubtedly rise. 

�ƒ Railfuture West Midlands & Shrewsbury Chester Rail Users Association  - The claim that HGV traffic 
that had no business passing through Shropshire cannot be legally required to remain on the trunk road is 
a lie. The claim that other options have been properly evaluated is a lie. Open/re-open stations at 
Baschurch, Dorrington, Meole Brace, Hanwood, Hadnall. Take advantage of SC's associate membership of 
WMCA / TFWM's research into ultra-light rail, institute proper integrated bus/train services 7 days a week 
at proper regular intervals, from early to late. Promote massive modal shift of freight from road to rail. 

�ƒ Sustainable Transport Shropshire  - Bypass building creates more traffic as both the new and old roads 
fill up as people make additional and longer journeys by car. There are better ways to reduce town centre 
traffic. If Shropshire really wants to draw in business and compete with modern societies with an attractive, 
efficient county town we need to dump outdated thinking and embrace the mobility that has transformed 
successful cities and towns across Europe. Think of empowering people to choose convenient, flexible and 
sociable transportation. Invest in infrastructure that minimises use of space and impact on the surrounding 
human and natural environment by creating effective, safe, walking and cycling routes throughout 
Shrewsbury, backed by a modern bus transport system. This approach, linked with explanations to people 
that breaks long held habits, will result in a 25% reduction in car traffic in all parts of the town. It is well 
e�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H�G���W�K�D�W���D�F�W�L�Y�H���W�U�D�Y�H�O���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�V���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���P�H�Q�W�D�O���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���D�X�J�P�H�Q�W�V���W�K�H���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V��
of the town as a place to live, work and visit. The benefits are questionable. The Council has invested a lot 
to create validated predictions of the benefits but the scheme submitted for public consultation is vague and 
full of platitudes about who will benefit. Councillors need to see peer-reviewed evidence based research 
before making a decision. SC is running a deficit which is budgeted to increase to £103m over the two 
years 2020-22. It has cut services and is planning to make more cuts. It is extraordinarily irresponsible for 
Councillors to consider spending around £21m on an unproven road in such circumstances. Road building 
often overruns on expenditure especially where there are technical challenges such as is the case with the 
NWRR route. Is Shropshire Council really going to take the risk of overspends beyond the £21m initial 
contribution? 

3.1.21. The following 8 stakeholders did not specifically express a view on whether or not the scheme should go 
ahead, but used the consultation to set out their key concerns and requirements, and to seek assurance that 
these would be addressed should the scheme be progressed. Arrangements have or are being put in place to 
facilitate engagement and the provision of information should the scheme progress. 

�ƒ Shrewsbury & District Riding Club AND Nesscliffe Hills & District Bridleway Association P3 Group  - 
The route will give an excellent opportunity to provide links between off road equestrian routes, the current 
links to which are now along busy roads, and through the centre of Shrewsbury, but to do this, the 
bridleway provision must follow the whole length of the NWRR and include safe links around the 
roundabouts and under the road where necessary. The Oxon Link Road is severing routes currently open 
to Equestrians, and it is vital that the links from and to both Calcott Lane and Shepherds Lane, and along 
the new Link Road are recorded as bridleways for use by walkers, cyclists and horse riders to enable them 
to connect to these severed lanes, and to other off-road routes, and to link up with the bridleway sections 
already planned along the NWRR. Evidence has recently been found of an old equestrian route at Hencott, 
and this could provide an important link for Equestrians and Cyclists to the north of Shrewsbury to connect 
to ongoing off road routes out of Shrewsbury to the East. It is important that this opportunity to provide non-
motorised user links is taken into consideration. There is some excellent equestrian provision but some 
sections of the route appear to only have cyclist and pedestrian provision. The whole of the parallel path 
should be registered as a Public Bridleway, open to walkers, cyclists, equestrians and disabled users. The 
Government's policy gives strong guidelines that Highway Authorities should accommodate horse riders as 
well as cyclists and pedestrians on all off-road routes, unless there was a very good reason why not. 
Suitable parapets on bridges are required by all users, and the proposed routes are all of adequate width. 

�ƒ National Farmers Union  - The consultation material lacks detail on the impacts on farm access, farm 
tracks and land access. However we are aware that SC have approached and discussed the detail with the 
businesses potentially affected; these discussions need to consider impacts during the construction phase 
as well as the more long term effects. The construction phase (road closures, diversions etc.) can also 
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impact on farmers who may be located a little distance away from the proposed route so consultation will 
need to be extended to these businesses and appropriate provision made. If access is to be lost, 
replacement bridges and underpasses need to be provided and these need to accommodate modern 
agricultural vehicles. The consultation does not fully take into account the value of farming businesses to 
the local economy and environment. Construction impacts in respect to waste and spoil, soil and drainage 
need to be carefully considered in advance and land taken on a temporary basis must be returned and 
reinstated appropriately. The environmental effects of the scheme on the local area are a very important 
issue and dialogue with local farmers about the local environment are important as they are often 
responsible for its management.  Consideration should be given to voluntary environmental initiatives 
undertaken by farmers and participation in agri-environment schemes within and adjacent to the 
construction area. Shropshire Council should demonstrate how they intend to safeguard these environment 
and landscape features as part of these works. There is a need to achieve the best value for money but the 
project needs to recognise the economic benefits that the food and farming sector delivers to this area, and 
SC should seek ways to reduce the impact of these works on the sector. Farm businesses should be 
compensated for their short and long term business losses as a result of the scheme. Going forward, 
request regular dialogue with the NFU and affected landowners so they can be fully involved in the 
formation of future plans and refined designs. 

�ƒ Shropshire Wildlife Trust  - Appreciate the route avoids directly passing through many of the most 
sensitive sites, but there will be an impact upon species and habitat in the area. Will need to see full details 
of the proposed compensation measures to comment on whether they would provide suitable levels of 
biodiversity enhancement to make the scheme acceptable. A substantial level of ecological survey will be 
required and previous survey data updated. A consultation on the value of green space in the town clearly 
identified that both tranquillity and views were important aspects to many people and a significant number 
identified the river corridor as important green space. There appears to be no feasible means of mitigating, 
or compensating, for landscape impacts and loss of tranquillity. Concerned that given the current and 
predicted financial situation the suggested ecological features (along with other sustainable features) 
maybe dropped or reduced to make cost savings. Any business plan must ensure that all the ecological 
and environmental impacts can be addressed and that adequate provision is made to cover increasing 
costs. Given the current reductions in resources to manage biodiversity, environmental assets and 
community facilities we have to question whether subsidising (£21 million local funding and SC is 
responsible for 100% of any overspend) the road is the best use of limited resources. There appears to be 
little research into the reasons for the journeys that the road claims to help with and whether the need for 
travel could be addressed by other means. We question the link between the expansion of transport 
infrastructure and economic growth, especially given the obvious lack of sustainability in enabling greater 
car use and the uncosted impacts on health and the environment. 

�ƒ West Mercia Police  - Acknowledge the current consultation information and ask that West Mercia Police 
continue to be involved in any appropriate consultation as the process progresses. 

�ƒ Dalton Drive Residents Group, Shelton  �± Set out in detail their concerns which all related to the close 
proximity of the NWRR to their properties and how the proposals would impact them in terms of noise, air 
quality, loss of view and loss of property value. They also expressed concerns about how the proposals 
would increase anti-social public access to Shelton Lane. They asked for details in respect of road line and 
level, proposals and procedures for mitigation of the negative impacts and compensation. They asked SC 
�W�R���U�H�Y�L�H�Z���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���U�R�D�G���W�R���E�H���V�R���F�O�R�V�H���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���Z�K�\���L�W���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���P�X�F�K���I�X�U�W�Ker to the 
north and closer to Montford Bridge. 

�ƒ Shrewsbury Tourism Association  �± Chose not to take a corporate view on the proposal as the 
Association directors were unable to agree a position. 

�ƒ Cycling UK  �± Reported that views amongst the club members varied so it would be difficult to agree a 
position on the scheme. Very keen, if the project does go ahead, in trying to ensure cycling and cyclists are 
adequately considered at the detailed planning stage. 

�ƒ Historic England  - Need to assess the impact of the proposed route on the historic environment, both 
designated and undesignated heritage assets. Please make use of HE Good Practice Advice Notes and 
Conservation Principles. Please share the updated heritage assessment work. Have concerns regarding 
the proximity of the route to the Grade II Registered Park at Berwick. Please confirm whether you have 
undertaken any assessment on this issue and if it featured as part of a heritage landscape assessment? 
Consideration needs to be given to setting and views from assets, and historic landscape in the 
surrounding area. Integrated traffic management schemes for the town city centre are needed to secure 
townscape enhancements. Archaeology and in particular paleochannels, especially relevant due to the 
crossing of the River Severn, and the proposed route need to be considered. Would welcome a meeting 
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and opportunity to discuss the process in more detail, and comment on the historic environment evidence 
base. Recommend fully engaging with the Shropshire Historic Environment Team on the proposals. 

 

3.1.22. Shropshire Council Environment Team  have provided guidance, advice and input in respect of the 
environmental assessment aspects of the Outline Business Case submission and this input and support will 
continue should the scheme progress. 

 

Landowners  

3.1.23. All landowners have indicated general support or state they would not object to the scheme provided their 
specific concerns are addressed. All have engaged in the process of setting out their key requirements and 
concerns should the scheme progress. 
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4 CONCLUSIONS 

4.1.1. The consultation demonstrated that local people are aware of the potential benefits and dis-benefits of a 
NWRR and that many hold very strong views. Those that support the scheme believe there is a strong traffic 
relief, economic, and town centre and urban environment justification. Those against are not convinced by the 
traffic relief argument, believe there are alternative more cost effective ways of achieving traffic reduction, that 
the environmental impacts on the green wedge a�U�H���W�R�R���J�U�H�D�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�R�V�W�V���V�L�P�S�O�\���F�D�Q�¶�W���E�H���M�X�V�W�L�I�L�H�G�� 

4.1.2. As in previous consultations there was strong feeling that the debate has gone on long enough and that a 
decision needs to be made. 

4.1.3. The consultation concluded that the majority of the 633 local people and stakeholders who responded are in 
favour of building the NWRR and that this majority has increased significantly compared to the 2010 
consultation when 59% of those who responded supported the scheme. 

4.1.4. In 2017 overall, 67.5% of those who responded thought that the NWRR should be built compared to 30.3% 
who were against it while 2.2% did not know. 

4.1.5. Key points to be considered: 

 

Traffic  

�ƒ Those supporting the NWRR acknowledge the focus on traffic relief for the town centre and western and 
northern approaches. Additionally, many now cite the importance of reducing congestion elsewhere in the 
�W�R�Z�Q�����S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���W�K�H���$�����D�Q�G���$�������E�\�S�D�V�V�H�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���W�R���U�H�G�X�F�H���W�U�D�I�I�L�F�����S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���+�*�9�¶�V�����R�Q���U�X�U�D�O��
rat runs to the north of Shrewsbury. 

�ƒ Many who support the scheme raise concerns about the levels of increase in traffic on some existing roads 
(e.g. Berwick Road and Huffley Lane) as a result of the scheme and the need to carefully consider the 
impacts and what needs to be done to address these. Some have cited these increases as reasons for not 
supporting the scheme. 

�ƒ Some who are against the scheme question the validity of the traffic projections so it will be important to 
ensure the current updated traffic assessment is made available to all, including the validation and 
checking procedures. 

�ƒ Those against the scheme often refer to roads where traffic is relieved simply filling up, and many in favour 
state the importance of locking in the benefits in the town centre. Both point to the need to ensure the 
NWRR is taken forward with the SITP and Big Town Plan to ensure the traffic relief is maintained. 

�ƒ Many who supported the scheme queried the choice of a single carriageway. It would be helpful if the 
technical and economic justification for not building a dual carriageway is made accessible. 

 

Environment  

�ƒ The landscape, countryside, biodiversity and heritage impacts on the rural area to the north of Shrewsbury 
were clearly a major concern for those against the scheme. Some felt the impact of the scheme was too 
great to be justified regardless of the extent of any benefits of the scheme, whilst others felt the existing 
stated benefits were not sufficient to justify the �V�F�K�H�P�H�¶�V��negative impacts. If the scheme is progressed the 
development of mitigation needs to be a high priority and consideration should be given to this being 
included in the scheme objectives. 

�ƒ Up to date environmental assessments have been prepared for the Outline Business Case and there was a 
strong interest from a number of respondents to see the detail, particularly the assessment of noise and 
pollution resulting from the NWRR. This should be made available. 

 

Finance  

�ƒ Many respondents were concerned about the amount of funding that SC would have to find and some 
thought that the costs as a whole were too high to justify taking the scheme forward. Others felt the SC had 
higher priorities for expenditure as budgets continue to be reduced. Clarity needs to be provided if the 
scheme is progressed on the following: 
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�x Whether funding from DfT could be used for other purposes 
�x How the decision making process considered the amount of funding that would be needed from SC, 

where this would come from and the risks associated with a scheme overspend? 
�x How consideration of expenditure priorities was included in the decision making process. 

 

The development of scheme detail  

�ƒ Many respondents took the opportunity to refer to very specific detailed design aspects of the scheme. The 
appropriate time to address these will be throughout the development of the detailed design. They included 
comments on pedestrian, cyclist and equestrian facilities, protection of specific environmental habitats, and 
the appropriateness of some of the proposed junction designs. These contributions need to be carried 
forward to the next stage. The consultation has also identified some new stakeholder contacts who will be 
included in future engagement and consultation exercises. 
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	Q1 Having viewed the exhibition boards or information on the website about the North West Relief Road, how strongly do you agree or disagree that the North West Relief Road preferred route should be built?



